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The Proposers and Supervisors of
al-Rawk al-Nasirfin Mamluk Egypt

The Nasiri cadastral survey (al-Rawk al-Nasiri) in Egypt and Syria during the
years 713-725/1313-1325 was significant in that it determined state structure during
the early and middle years of the Mamluk period (648-922/1250-1517). The Egyptian
rawk of 715/1315, in particular, brought about great changes in the igta‘ system
through comprehensive land surveying and drastic taxation reform. In my recent
book I investigated the object, content, and result of the Nasiri rawk, based on
contemporary Arabic sources.' However, the names of the proposers and supervisors
of the survey were cited without mentioning their origins, careers, or official
duties.

The present paper therefore will discuss in detail the proposers and supervisors
of the Nasir1 rawk in Egypt in order to better our understanding of this important
survey. Using the biographical descriptions of the Coptic officials and the Mamluk
amirs involved with the survey, the following questions will be addressed: (1) To
what extent were the Coptic financiers responsible for igfa‘ administration in
Mamluk Egypt? (2) Were there any criteria for choosing rawk supervisors from
among Coptic officials and Mamluk amirs?

The primary sources are four biographical dictionaries: Kitab al-Wafi bi-al-
Wafayat by al-Safadi (d. 764/1363), Kitab al-Muqaffa al-Kabir by al-Magrizi (d.
845/1442), al-Durar al-Kaminah fi A‘yan al-Mi’ah al-Thaminah by Ibn Hajar
al-‘Asqalani (d. 852/1449), and al-Manhal al-Sdfi wa-al-Mustawfa ba‘da al-Wafi
by Ibn Taghribirdi (d. 874/1470). In addition to these sources, Tali Kitab Wafayat
al-A‘yan by Ibn al-Suqa‘1 (d. after 725/1325), Nihayat al-Arab fi Funun al-Adab

[OMiddle East Documentation Center. The University of Chicago.

'Sato Tsugitaka, State and Rural Society in Medieval Islam: Sultans, Mugta's, and Fallahun
(Leiden, 1997), 124-61. Other studies of the cadastral surveys during the Mamluk period include:
A. N. Poliak, Feudalism in Egypt, Syria, Palestine, and the Lebanon, 1250-1900 (London, 1939),
36-39; Ibrahim ‘Ali Tarkhan, al-Nuzum al-Igta‘iyah fi al-Sharq al-Awsat fi al-‘Usir al-Wustd
(Cairo, 1968/1388), 91-114; Hassanein Rabie, The Financial System of Egypt, A. H. 564-741/A. D.
1169-1341 (London, 1972), 52-56; P. M. Holt, “The Sultanate of al-Mansur Lachin (696-8/1296-9),”
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 36 (1973): 521-32; Heinz Halm, Agypten
nach den mamlukischen Lehensregistern, 2 vols. (Wiesbaden, 1979, 1982); Amalia Levanoni, A
Turning Point in Mamluk History: The Third Reign of al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawiin, 1310-1341
(Leiden, 1995); Heinz Halm, "Rawk,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd ed., 8:467-68.

2Sato, State and Rural Society, 138-40.
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by al-Nuwayri (d. 733/1333), Kitab al-Sulitk li-Ma‘rifat Duwal al-Muliik and
Kitab al-Mawa ‘iz wa-al-I tibar bi-Dhikr al-Khitat wa-al-Athar, both by al-Magrizi,
also provide us with valuable information on the persons concerned with the
survey. Al-‘Ayni’s (d. 855/1451) description of the Egyptian rawk in his ‘Igd
al-Juman fi Ta’rikh Ahl al-Zaman, of which parts are still in manuscript, is unique

in offering the most detailed list of the supervisors dispatched to the provinces.’

THE PROPOSERS OF THE RAwKksIN MAMLUK EGYPT

In his third reign (709-741/1310-1341), Sultan al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawun
carried out four comprehensive cadastral surveys: in central and southern Syria
(713/1313), Egypt (715/1315), Tripoli (717/1317), and Aleppo (725/1325). Prior
to these surveys, Sultan al-Mangsur Husam al-Din Lajin (696-698/1296-1299) had
carried out an Egyptian survey in 697/1298, known as al-Rawk al-Husami. The
person who proposed the rawk to Sultan Lajin was Taj al-Din al-Tawil (d. 711/1312),

a Coptic convert to Islam.*

His full name was Taj al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Siraji al-Misri, but he
was widely known as Taj al-Tawil.’ He was a Coptic Muslim (Muslimani al-Qibt),
who had converted to Islam in the reign of Sultan al-Ashraf Khalil ibn Qalawun
(689-693/1290-1293). Even after his conversion, it is said that he strongly favored
the Coptic people.® However, he was skilled in accounting (hisab) and finance
(istifa’), and understood well the characteristics of every Egyptian district. According

*On Mamluk historiography, see the following works: Franz Rosenthal, A History of Muslim
Historiography (Leiden, 1968); Ulrich Haarmann, Quellenstudien zur frithen Mamlukenzeit
(Freiburg, 1970); Donald P. Little, An Introduction to Mamluk Historiography (Wiesbaden, 1970);
idem, History and Historiography of the Mamliiks (London, 1986); Muhammad Mustafa Ziyadah,

al-Mu’ arrikhun fi Misr fi al-Qarn al-Khamis ‘Ashar al-Miladi (Cairo, 1954).

*Al-Nuwayri, Nihdyat al-Arab fi Funin al-Adab (Cairo, 1975-92), 31:346; al-Maqrizi, Kitab
al-Sulitk li-Ma ‘rifat Duwal al-Muliik, ed. Muhammad Mustafa Ziyadah (Cairo, 1939-58), 1:842-43;
Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Nujiim al-Zahirah fi Mulitk Misr wa-al-Qdhirah (Cairo, 1963-72), 8:92. On the
Husami rawk, see A. N. Poliak, “Some Notes on the Feudal System of the Mamluks,” Journal of
the Royal Asiatic Society (1937): 97-107; Rabie, The Financial System, 52-53; Holt, “The Sultanate

of al-Mansiur Lachin,” 521-32; Sato, State and Rural Society, 124-34.

’Ibn Hajar, al-Durar al-Kaminah fi A‘yan al-Mi’ah al-Thaminah, ed. Muhammad Sayyid Jad
al-Haqq (Cairo, 1966-97), 2:50; al-Magqrizi, al-Suliik, 2:114. According to Ibn al-Suqa‘l, Taj
al-Din’s personal name was not ‘Abd al-Rahman, but ‘Abd Allah; a mistake was made by the
copyist; see Tali Kitab Wafayat al-A ‘yan, ed. and trans. Jacqueline Sublet (Damascus, 1974), 110.

6Al—Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, 1:842-43; Tbn al-Suqa‘i, Tali, 110. The behavior of the Coptic converts to
Islam is described vividly by Donald P. Little, “Coptic Converts to Islam during the Bahr1 Mamluk
Period,” in Conversion and Continuity: Indigenous Christian Communities in Islamic Lands, Eighth

to Eighteenth Centuries, ed. Michael Gervers and Ramzi J. Bikhazi (Toronto, 1990), 263-88.
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to al-Nuwayri, Taj al-Tawil also had full knowledge of the igfa‘s held by the
amirs in his time.’

When Taj al-Tawil proposed the implementation of the Egyptian rawk to
Sultan Lajin, the sultan appointed two amirs, Badr al-Din Bilik al-Farisi al-Hajib
and Baha’ al-Din Qaraqush al-Zahir1 al-Baridi, as supervisors of the survey.! We
are not well informed about Badr al-Din Bilik’s career, but in 679/1298 he was
cited as one of three chamberlains (hajib) supervising Mamluk military affairs.’
Baha’ al-Din Qaraqush was appointed as governor (wali) of Qus in 680/1281, but
hisigta“ was later granted to the Mongol amir, Jankali ibn al-Baba, who emigrated
to Egypt from Amid in 703/1304."

Together with these two amirs, Taj al-Tawil joined the Husami rawk as a
chief of finances (mustawfi al-dawlah). When the rawk was completed, Taj al-Tawil
distributed the land according to the order of Sultan Lajin and Vice-Sultan
Mankutamur. However, the distribution of igta‘s in favor of the two rulers caused
a violent reaction by the amirs against the government, and the Husami rawk
ended in the assassination of Sultan Lajin and his mamlitk Mankiitamur by these
amirs." When Sultan al-Muzaffar Baybars al-Jashankir (708-709/1309-1310)
ascended the throne in 708/1309, Taj al-Tawil was dispatched to Tripoli to manage
its financial affairs. However, as soon as al-Nasir Muhammad started his third
sultanate in 709/1310, he was called back to Cairo and was appointed superintendent
of the central administration (nazir al-dawawin)."”

From the very beginning of his third reign, al-Nasir Muhammad was annoyed
with the increasing power of the Mansuri mamlitks, that is, the Burji mamlitks
formed by his father, Sultan al-Manstr Qalawin.” A man called As‘ad al-Shaqq1

7Al—Nuwayri, Nihayat al-Arab, 31:364-65. See also al-‘Ayni, “‘Iqd al-Juman fi Ta’rikh Ahl
al-Zaman,” Istanbul, Siileymaniye Kiitiiphanesi, MS Haci Besir Aga 457, fol. 292v.; al-Magqrizi,
Kitab al-Mugqaffa al-Kabir, ed. Muhammad al-Ya‘lawt (Beirut, 1991), 4:23.

8Al—MaquzI, al-Suliik, 1:842; see also Sato, State and Rural Society, 127.

’Karl Wilhelm Zetterstéen, ed., Beitrdge zur Geschichte der Mamliikensultane in den Jahren
690-741 der Higra nach arabischen Handschriften (Leiden, 1919), 43. The text reads Aylik, not
Bilik.

"Al-Magrizi, al-Sulitk, 1:703; idem, al-Mugaffd, 3:76. Jankali ibn al-Baba, also known as Badr
al-Din Jankali, was sent to the region of al-Gharbiyah on the occasion of the Egyptian survey of
715/1315.

llAl-MaquzI, al-Sulitk, 1:842-44; al-Nuwayri, Nihdyat al-Arab, 31:346. See also Sato, State and
Rural Society, 129-34.

“Ibn al-Suqa‘i, Tali, 110; al-Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, 1:842-43, 2:114.

“Reuven Amitai-Preiss, “The Remaking of the Military Elite of Mamlak Egypt by al-Nasir
Muhammad b. Qalawin,” Studia Islamica 72 (1990): 145-63; David Ayalon, “Bahri Mamliks,
Burji Mamluks: Inadequate Names for the Two Reigns of the Mamluk Sultanate,” Tarih 1 (1990):
36-37.
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(d. 716/1316), who had been appointed superintendent of the central administration
(nazir al-dawlah) after the death of Taj al-Tawil, proposed to the sultan that a
cadastral survey be carried out. Al-Magqrizi has the following to say about this in
his Kitab al-Muqaffa:

[As‘ad al-Shaqqi] advised Sultan [al-Nasir] to carry out the cadastral
survey of Egypt, because the sultan was disturbed by [al-mamalik]
al-Burjiyah, the core of the Egyptian army. Because they had taken
control of most of the districts [as igtd‘s], there remains no income
to cover the sultan’s expenditures. When he was informed of this,
As‘ad met the sultan secretly and discussed the rawk with him in
order to regain and increase districts which might cover his
expenditures."

Like Taj al-Tawil, As‘ad al-Shaqqt was also a Coptic convert to Islam. His
full name was Taqi al-Din As‘ad ibn Amin al-Mulk, generally known as al-shaqqi
al-ahwal (Squint-eyed the Oppressive) due to his “evil” conduct.” As already
mentioned by Donald P. Little, he was forcibly converted to Islam by his Mamluk
employer, the amir Burulghi al-Tatari. After he served Burulghi as his scribe
(katib), As‘ad al-Shaqqi was appointed financier of the sultan’s servants (mustawfi
al-hashiyah). In 711/1311, when al-Nasir Muhammad’s senior officer Taj al-Tawil
died, As‘ad al-Shaqqi was appointed nazir al-dawlah and administered state affairs
single-handedly after the abolition of the vizirate (wizarah).”

Al-Nasir Muhammad was pleased with As‘ad’s advice about a cadastral survey.
Fakhr al-Din Muhammad ibn Fadl Allah (d. 732/1332), supervisor of military
affairs (nazir al-jaysh), was ordered to draw up the documents according to As‘ad’s
specification. When the documents were about to be read before the sultan, however,
Fakhr al-Din opposed As‘ad’s plan, saying that his aim was to sow dissension
between the sultan and his mamliiks. Although Fakhr al-Din persisted, al-Nasir
Muhammad did not change his favorable view of As‘ad’s plan until the amirs and
soldiers began criticizing him after the cadastral survey."” However, al-Maqrizi

14Al-MaqrizI, al-Mugqaffa, 2:77.

15Ibid., 78; Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 1:383. According to Ibn Hajar, As‘ad was called al-Shaqqi
al-Ahwal because the Muslims hated him.

16Little, “Coptic Converts to Islam,” 264.

"Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 1:383; al-Magqrizi, al-Mugqaffa, 2:76. Burulghi al-Tatar1 (d. 711/1311) was
arrested by Muhannd ibn ‘Isd, amir al-‘arab in Syria, and presented to al-Malik al-Ashraf Khalil;
however, he later married the daughter of Sultan Baybars al-Jashankir and was put in a position of
prestige under him; Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:9-10.

¥ Al-Maqrizi, al-Mugaffd, 2:77-78.
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says in his Khitat, “The sultan agreed with Fakhr al-Din about the implementation
of the cadastral survey.”” If this account is correct, it might suggest that Fakhr
al-Din, though unwillingly, gave in to As‘ad al-Shaqqi and al-Nasir Muhammad.
Incidentally, when the Syrian cadastral survey was completed in 713/1314, the
sultan bestowed robes of honor on both Fakhr al-Din and his associate, Qutb
al-Din ibn Shaykh al-Sallamiyah.*

Al-Qadi Fakhr al-Din Muhammad ibn Fadl Allah was also a Coptic convert to
Islam. After his conversion he would not allow any Christian to come near him,
lest he associate with his former co-religionists. He made pilgrimages to Mecca
and Jerusalem many times and built many mosques in Egypt. Since he enjoyed
al-Nasir Muhammad’s full confidence, not a few notables, such as amirs, gadis,
and provincial governors, visited his house hoping to receive favors from him.”'
One day al-Nasir said to a soldier who requested an igzG‘, “Don’t worry. If you are
the son of the Qalawunid family, al-Qadi Fakhr al-Din will grant you a khub:z
(“bread”; that is, igta ‘) with revenue exceeding 3,000 dirhams.” **

As mentioned above, three Coptic converts to Islam—Taj al-Tawil, As‘ad
al-Shaqqi and Fakhr al-Din—all acquired high positions in the central government
and made the most of their superior knowledge of fiscal affairs. They exerted
great influence on state policy through their advice to the sultan, particularly in
iqta‘ administration. Although they were not favored by the common Muslims,
the fiscal administration did not function well without their knowledge and efforts.
According to Little’s study, besides the sultan’s privy purse, many other offices
were often filled by Copts and Coptic Muslims. All of them were connected with
finances and accounting during the Bahri Mamluk period.”

THE SUPERVISORS OF THE RAWK

As stated above, upon the advice of As‘ad al-Shaqqt, Sultan al-Nasir ordered the
Egyptian rawk. During Sha‘ban 715/November 1315, therefore, the government
dispatched amirs and Coptic officials as supervisors to five regions of Lower
Egypt and six regions of Upper Egypt. Al-‘Ayni lists the names of these supervisors
in the most detail in "“Iqd al-Juman.” The following is the list quoted in my book
with some revisions.”

19Al-MaquzI,Kitdb al-Mawa ‘iz wa-al-1‘tibar bi-Dhikr al-Khitat wa-al-Athar (Bulaq, 1270/1853,
repr. Baghdad, 1970), 1:88.
20Zetterstéen, Mamliikensultane, 160-61.

21Al—Safadi, Kitab al-Wafi bi-al-Wafayat, ed. Sven Dedering (Wiesbaden, 1959), 4:335; see also
Little, “Coptic Converts to Islam,” 277, 285.

*Al-Magrizi, al-Mugqaffd, 6:516-17.
23Little, “Coptic Converts to Islam,” 270.
*Sato, State and Rural Society, 138-40; al-‘Ayni, “Iqd al-Juman,” fol. 318r.-v.; their names are

©1998 by Tsugitaka Sato.
o DOI: 10.6082/M1JM27RH. (https:/doi.org/10.6082/M1JM27RH)

DOI of Vol. II: 10.6082/M13F4AMQM. See https://doi.org/10.6082/MZQT-0D46 to download the full volume or
individual articles. This work is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
(CC-BY). See http:/mamluk.uchicago.edu/msr.html for more information about copyright and open access.



78 SATOTSUGITAKA, THE PROPOSERS AND SUPERVISORS

Lower Egypt
(A) al-Gharbiyah
(1) Amir Badr al-Din Jankali (Janghali)®
(2) Naqib al-Jaysh Taybars
(3) Hajib Aqil (A‘zal)*
(4) Katib Makin al-Din ibn Qarawinah (Farawitah)”
(B) al-Daqahliyah and al-Murtahiyah
(5) Qullr al-Silahdar
(C) al-Sharqiyah
(6) Amir ‘Izz al-Din Aydamur
(7) Aytamish al-Muhammadi (al-Majdi)™
(8) Amin al-Din Qarmiit
(9) Sanjar Khass Turki
(D) al-Manufiyah
(10) Wabiyar Sati
(11) Balaban al-Muhassin (al-Muhassini)” al-Zarraq
(E) al-Buhayrah
(12) Mughultay ibn Amir Majlis
(13) Muhammad ibn Turuntay™
(14) Balaban al-Sarkhadi (al-Sarkhati, al-Sarkhadi)”
(15) Turuntay al-Qulanjiqt (al-Qaliji)*
(16) Baybars al-Jamdar

Upper Egypt
(A) al-Itfthiyah

listed also in al-Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:146-47, and idem, al-Khitat, 1:88, in an abbreviated form.

*Zetterstéen has Janghali (Mamlitkensultane, 128). On the etymological explanation of Mamluk
names, see Jean Sauvaget, “Noms et surnoms de mamlouks,” Journal asiatique 238 (1950): 31-58.

*Al-Magrizi, al-Khitat, 1:88, has A‘zal.

27Al-MaquzI, ibid., has Makin ibn Farawitah.

*Al-Magqrizi, ibid., lists Aytamish al-Majdi. According to al-Yasufi, Aytamish carried out an
inspection (kashf) in the year of the rawk; Nuzhat al-Nazir fi Sirat al-Malik al-Nasir, ed. Ahmad
Hutayt (Beirut, 1986), 331.

*Both Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:28, and al-Magqrizi, al-Suliik, 2:37, 385, have al-Muhassini.
30Al-MaquzI, al-Khitat, 1:88, and idem, al-Sulitk, 2:147, list Ibn Turuntay.

3'Zettelrstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 134, lists al-Sarkhatt; al-Safadi (A ‘yan al-‘Asr wa-A‘wan al-Nasr,
ed. Fuat Sezgin [Frankfurt am Main, 1990], 1:261), lists al-Sarkhadi.

P Al-Magqrizi, al-Khitat, 1:88, lists al-Qaliji.
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(17) Bahadur al-Karaki (al-Karkari)”
(18) Tanqish ibn al-Hims1

(B) al-Fayyum
(19) Tuqusba al-Zahir1
(20) Sanjar al-Damir1 (al-Dumaytri, al-Dumaythri)*
(21) Baybars al-Saqi
(22) Mughultay al-Martini

(C) al-Bahnasawiyah
(23) Aydughdi al-Talil1 (al-Balili)”
(24) Uzbak al-Jarmaki
(25) Khadir ibn Nakiyah (Nukay, Nughiyah)®
(26) Bahadur al-Ibrahimi
(27) Sanjar al-Marzuki

(D) al-Ushmunayn and al-Tahawiyah
(28) Azuktamur al-Silahdar
(29) Taybugha al-Shamsi

(E) al-Ikhmimiyah
(30) Qijlis
(31) Sunqur al-Sa‘di

(F) al-Qusiyah
(32) Tuqusba

Among these supervisors the following nine persons cannot be identified from
any Arabic biographies and chronicles: (9) Sanjar Khass Turki, (10) Wabiyar
Sati, (15) Turuntay al-Qulanjiqi, (18) Tanqish ibn al-Himsi, (21) Baybars al-Saqi,
(24) Uzbak al-Jarmaki (27) Sanjar al-Marzuki, (28) Azuktamur al-Silahdar and
(32) Tuqusba. We find that two Coptic officials, (4) Makin al-Din ibn Qarawinah
and (8) Amin al-Din Qarmit, were appointed as supervisors of the rawk in Lower
Egypt. According to al-Nuwayri, the sultan dispatched one or several amirs into
each region.” Most of the other supervisors, therefore, must have been chosen
from among the Mamluk or Mongol amirs.

¥ Al-Safadi, al-Waft, 10:300-301, lists al-Karkari.

34Zetterstéen, Mamliikensultane, 165, lists al-Dumaytri, and al-Safadi, A‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:407, al-
Dumaythri.

¥ Al-Magrizi, al-Khitat, 1:88, lists al-Balili.

36Al—MaqlriZi, al-Mugaffa, 7:192, and Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:173, list Nukay, while al-Magqrizi,
al-Khitat, 2:63, lists Niighiyah.

¥ Al-Nuwayri, Nikdyat al-Arab, 30:299; see also al-‘Ayni, ““Iqd al-Juman,” fol. 318r.-v.
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THE SupERVISORS DispATCHED TO LOWER EGYPT
First, let us look at the careers of the supervisors dispatched to the regions of
Lower Egypt.

(A) al-Gharbiyah

(1) Badr al-Din Jankali ibn al-Baba al-Tatari (d. 746/1346)* migrated with his
family from near Amid, then under the rule of the Mongols, to serve al-Nasir
Muhammad in 703/1304.” He was granted an amirate of a hundred cavalrymen
(imrat mi’ at faris) and enjoyed prestige and the favor of the sultan. He came to sit
at the right hand of the sultan (ra’s al-maymanah) at banquets (simat), following
the amir Jamal al-Din Aqﬁsh.40 His daughter married al-Nasir Muhammad'’s son,
the amir Ahmad." Because Jankali was talented in poetry and enjoyed amusements,
he was said to have been loved by everyone. When al-Nasir died in 741/1341,
Jankal1 was reported to be the leader of twenty-five amirs of the rank of mugaddam
al-alf (commander of a thousand).” Two years later he was designated vice-sultan
(na’ib al-saltanah) by these grand amirs to administer state affairs under the
newly installed sultan, al-Salih Isma‘il ibn al-Nasir Muhammad (743-746/1342-
1345)7

*Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:76, has Jankali ibn Muhammad ibn al-Baba ibn Jankalt ibn Khalil ibn
‘Abd Allah al-‘Ijli. See also al-Safadi, A ‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:300.

¥ Al-Magqrizi, al-Mugaffd, 3:75-76; Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Nujim, 10:143-44.

“For example, Baybars al-Mansuri, author of Zubdat al-Fikrah, held ra’s al-maysarah until
725/1325 when the post was transferred to the amir Aydamur al-Khatir1 (6). See al-Maqrizi,
al-Sulitk, 2:266, 269. The editor of al-Nujum explains that ra’s al-maysarah designated an older
amir holding the rank of amir of a hundred, who gave advice to the sultan (Ibn Taghribirdi,
al-Nujim, 12:274, note 2). According to al-Qalqashandi, at the sultan’s banquets the na’ib al-saltanah
sat first in line before the sultan, then the gadi al-qudah sat on his right side, and the katib al-sirr
(chief secretary) on his left side. Amirs of ra’s al-maymanah sat behind the wazir, and amirs of
ra’s al-maysarah behind the katib al-sirr. See al-Qalqashandi, Subh al-A‘shd fi Sina‘at al-Insha’
(Cairo, 1963), 4:195-96; cf. Muhammad Ahmad Duhman, Dimashgq fi ‘Ahd al-Mamalik (Damascus,
1964), 29.

“Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 195.

42Al-Safadi, al-Wafi, 11:199-201; Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:76-77; Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Manhal al-Saft
wa-al-Mustawfa ba‘da al-Wdft, ed. Nabil Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (Cairo, 1988), 5:22-25; al-
Magqrizi, al-Khitat, 1:425; 2:116, 134, 305; al-Shuja‘i, Ta'rikh al-Malik al-Nasir Muhammad b.
Qalawin al-Salihi wa-Awladih, ed. and trans. Barbara Schifer (Wiesbaden, 1978), 121, 191, 235;
Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Dalil al-Shafi ‘ald al-Manhal al-Sdfi, ed. Fahim Muhammad Shaltat (Mecca,
1983), 251; al-Yusufi, Sirat al-Nasir, 145, 387; al-Safadi, A ‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:300-301. According to
Zetterstéen (Mamlitkensultane, 222), Jankali was one of four grand amirs at the end of al-Nasir’s
reign. Furthermore, al-Safadi relates that he derived his origin from Sultan Ibrahim ibn Adham, a
famous Sufi saint in the early Abbasid period; see al-Safadi, A ‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:301.

43Al—Maqrizi, al-Khitat, 1:425; however, in al-Maqrizi’s al-Sulitk, 1:620, the amir who was
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(2) ‘Ala’ al-Din Taybars (d.719/1319), an amir of forty (amir al-tablakhanah),
held the post of chief of military police (naqib al-jaysh) for the long period of
twenty-two years until his death.* He was also called al-Khazindar, since he
originally came from the mamlitks of Badr al-Din Bilik al-Khazindar, vice-sultan
during the reign of al-Malik al-Zahir Baybars (658-676/1260-1277).” Taybars
designed the Khashshab garden along the bank of the Nile, used for excursions,
and constructed a school (al-Madrasah al-Taybarsiyah) adjacent to the Azhar
Mosque, where he was buried.*

(3) Sayf al-Din Aqil al-Hajib (d. 738/1337-1338). In 725/1325 when al-Nasir
ordered the amir Rukn al-Din Baybars to organize an army, Aqul al-Hajib
participated in it as an amir al-tablakhanah. In 731/1331 Aqil was also dispatched
to the province of al-Buhayrah as a supervisor (mushidd) to repair the Alexandria
Canal.” Furthermore, he was appointed to the post of chamberlain in charge of the
military administration under the grand chamberlain (hajib al-hujjab),” although
we cannot ascertain the exact year of his appointment. In 734/1334 Aqiil went to
Damascus to assume the office of grand chamberlain.”

(4) Al-Qadi Makin al-Din Ibrahim ibn Qarawinah (d. 771/1370)" was a Coptic
official who served al-Nasir, as did his brother, Majid ibn Qarawinah.” After the
Egyptian cadastral survey in 715/1315, Makin al-Din took the office of chief
financial administrator (mustawfi al-suhbah), following Sharaf al-Din Ibrahim.”
In 725/1325 he was appointed supervisor of the cadastral survey in Aleppo, together
with the amir ‘Ala’ al-Din Mughultay al-Jamali.” After he held the successive

designated as vice-sultan was not Jankali, but Aqsunqur al-Salali.

44Zetterstéen, Mamliikensultane, 149; according to al-Maqrizi (al-Suliik, 2:199), Taybars held the
post of naqib al-jaysh for about twenty-four years.

“Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:330; al-Magqrizi, al-Mugaffd, 4:11-12.

“Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:330-31; al-Magqrizi, al-Muqaffa, 4:11-12; idem, al-Sulitk, 2:194, 199;
idem, al-Khitat, 2:304, 383, 426; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz al-Durar wa-Jami‘ al-Ghurar (Cairo,
1960-72), 9:295; Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Nujiim, 9:246.

47Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 183.

*On the position of hdgjib, see David Ayalon, “Studies on the Structure of the Mamluk Army-II1,”
BSOAS 16 (1954): 60.

“Al-Magqrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:260, 371, 457; al-Shuja‘i, al-Ndasir Muhammad, 91; Zetterstéen,
Mamliikensultane, 188.

PAs to the year of his death, we have other accounts: 749/1348 (al-Safadi, A‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:27),
750/1349 (Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Nujiim, 10:243), and 751/1350 (al-Maqrizi, al-Suliik, 2:812).

*Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 1:54. Majid served Sultan al-Nasir as wazir in Syria and Egypt; see
al-Durar, 3:361.

2 Al-Magrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:247.

53Al—FayyﬁmI, “Nathr al-Juman f1 Tarajim al-A‘yan,” Cairo, Dar al-Kutub, MS Ta’rikh 1746, vol.
3, fol. 190r.; al-Maqrizi, al-Suliik, 2:264, 812; al-‘Ayni, "“Iqd al-Juman,” fol. 423v.; see also Sato,
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posts of wazir, ndzir al-khass (supervisor of the sultan’s estate), and mustawfi
al-suhbah, Makin al-Din was appointed supervisor of military affairs in 740/1339-
1340.* He constructed a grand mansion at the Khashshab garden;” however, his
entire estate was soon confiscated and he died of plague in 749/1348 as an
unemployed person (battal).”

(B) al-Daqahliyah and al-Murtahiyah

(5) Sayf al-Din Qulli al-Silahdar (d. 717/1318). In 711/1311 when he went to
Syria with Badr al-Din Jankali (1) and other amirs to subjugate Qarasunqur al-
Mansuri, the most prominent Mansuri (or Burji) amir in Aleppo,” Sayf al-Din
Qullt commanded an army as ra’s al-maymanah.” When he died in 717/1318, his
igta‘ was granted to his comrade, Badr al-Din Jankali.”

(C) al-Sharqryah

(6) ‘Izz al-Din Aydamur al-Khatirt (d. 737/1337) was a mamluk of Sharaf
al-Din Awhad al-Khatir. Then he became one of al-Nasir Muhammad'’s mamliiks
and was given the rank of amir when al-Nasir ascended to his second sultanate in
698/1299. He served the sultan as majordomo (ustadar), administering the
distribution of monthly salaries and rations to the Royal Mamluks.” In 708/1309
he traveled to Mecca together with al-Nasir. He was promoted to the rank of amir
of a hundred as well as the holder of the left-hand seat at the sultan’s banquets
(ra’s al-maysarah). People saw his favored status in the fact that he stayed at the
Citadel in Cairo with al-Nasir even at night.”'

State and Rural Society, 144-45.

*Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 1:54-55; al-Shuja‘i, al-Ndsir Muhammad, 62.

» Al-Magrizi, al-Khitat, 2:132.

56Al-MaquzI, al-Sulitk, 2:812; Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 1:55; al-Shuja‘1, al-Ndasir Muhammad, 71;
al-Safadi, A ‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:27; see also al-Yusufi, Sirat al-Nasir, 307, 381. According to al-Shuja‘1
(al-Nasir Muhammad, 231, 238), he held the post of nazir al-jaysh again from 742/1341-1342 to
743/1342.

*Tbn Abi al-Fada’il, Kitab al-Nahj al-Sadid wa-al-Durar al-Farid, published as “Histoire des
sultans Mamlouks (III),” ed. and trans. E. Blochet, Patrologia Orientalis 20 (1929): 208; Robert
Irwin, The Middle East in the Middle Ages: The Early Mamluk Sultanate 1250-1382 (Carbondale,
1986), 105-6.

* Al-Magrizi, al-Suliik, 2:109; Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 156.

* Al-Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:177, 180.

“David Ayalon, “Studies on the Structure-II1,” 61-62.

61Al—MaqrizI, al-Mugaffa, 2:365-68; idem, al-Khitat, 2:312; al-Safadi, al-Wadfi, 10:17-18; Ibn
Hajar, al-Durar, 1:458; al-Shuja‘i, al-Ndsir Muhammad, 12, 15; Zetterstéen, Mamliikensultane,
193. According to both al-Safadi (al-Wafi) and al-Magqrizi (al-Khitat), Aydamur led one hundred
twenty cavalrymen.
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(7) Sayf al-Din Aytamish ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Muhammadi al-Nasir1 (d.
736/1336). He was originally one of Qalawiin’s mamlitks (al-Manstiriyah) and
then served al-Nasir Muhammad. After holding the post of governor (na’ib) of
Karak for a period, Aytamish was called back to Cairo in 711/1311. The next year
he took charge of the Citadel as acting sultan (na’ib al-ghaybah) during al-Nasir’s
pilgrimage to Mecca. He was appointed amir al-rakb or leader of the pilgrims to
Mecca three times, in 724/1324, 731/1331, and 734/1334. He was a well-educated
Mongol, fully literate in his native language, and had full knowledge of Mongol
customs. Perhaps because of his abilities and reputation for truthfulness, Aytamish
was made an emissary between the Mamluk sultan and the Ilkhanid ruler, Abu
Sa‘1d, at the conclusion of a peace treaty (sulh) in 723/1323.” In 736/1336 he was
appointed governor (na’ib) of Safad where he died five months later.*

(8) Amin al-Din Qarmiit (d. ?) was a Coptic financier from the sultan’s treasury
(mustawfi fi al-khizanah al-sultaniyah). In 734/1333-1334 he was ordered by
‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Nashw, the Coptic supervisor of the sultan’s estates (nazir
al-khass), to confiscate the sultan’s property in order to reduce the Sultan to
financial difficulties. However, in 738/1337-1338 Qarmut’s property was
confiscated by al-Nagir.”

(D) al-Manufiyah

(11) Balaban al-Muhassin al-Zarraq (d. 736/1336) was given an amirate of ten
(imrat ‘asharah) in 707/1307-1308 during the second reign of al-Nasir Muhammad.
After he held the posts of the supervisor of the central offices (shadd al-dawawin)

and the governor (wali) of Cairo, Balaban was appointed governor (na’ib) of
Damietta, probably in 735/1335.%

62Al—Maqrizi, al-Mugaffa, 2:335-42; idem, al-Suliik, 2:242; al-Yusufi, Sirat al-Nasir, 329-34; Ibn
Hajar, al-Durar, 1:454; Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Manhal, 3:138; Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Dalil al-Shafi, 164;
Zetterstéen, Mamliikensultane, 166, 168, 175, 182; al-Shuja‘1, al-Ndsir Muhammad, 3. On the
career of the amir Aytamish, an article by Donald P. Little is the most informative: “Notes on
Aitamish, A Mongol Mamluk,” in Die islamische Welt zwischen Mittelalter und Neuzeit, ed.
Ulrich Haarmann and Peter Bachmann (Wiesbaden, 1979), 387-401 (reprinted in Little’s History
and Historiography of the Mamlitks [London, 1986]); see also Reuven Amitai-Preiss, “Ghazan,
Islam and Mongol Tradition: A View from the Mamluk Sultanate,” BSOAS 59 (1996): 5.
63Al-Yﬁsuﬁ, Sirat al-Nasir, 287-88, 332; Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 191, 192.

64Al-MaquzI, al-Suliik, 2:370, 455; idem, al-Khitat, 2:165. On ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Nashw, see
Little, “Coptic Converts to Islam,” 270, 285.

“Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:28; al-Maqrizi, al-Suliik, 2:37, 385.
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(E) al-Buhayrah

(12) Mughultay ibn Amir Majlis (d. ?) is not to be confused with ‘Ala’ al-Din
Mughultay ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Jamali (d. 732/1331), majordomo of al-Nasir.”* The
first account of Mughultay ibn Amir Majlis says that he advanced into Syria as
the commander of a thousand in 712/1312.” When the bedouin captured ‘Aydhab
in 716/1316, Mughultay was dispatched to regain it with five hundred troops.*
However, he was then ordered to go to Syria in 718/1318, retaining the same post
of commander, and his igta‘ of eighty cavalry in Egypt was granted to Rukn
al-Din Baybars al-Dawadar al-Mangsuri.”

(13) Nasir al-Din Muhammad ibn Husam al-Din Turuntay al-Na’ib (d.
731/1331). The Arabic sources give us very little information on his career. We
know only that his father Turuntay was vice-sultan and that he was promoted to
commander of a thousand.”

(14) Balaban al-Sarkhadi (d. 730/1330) was an amir of forty, and it is said that
he was diligent in observing everyday prayer. In 725/1325 he participated in the
expedition to Yemen under the command of the amir Baybars al-Hajib."

(16) Baybars al-Jamdar al-Rukni al-Muzaffari (d. 740/1339-1340). In 729/1329
the amir Baybars was appointed governor (wali) of Alexandria.” The city of
Alexandria was included administratively in the province of al-Buhayrah where
Baybars took charge of the rawk of 715/1315. He held the post of governor until
the year of 740/1339, when all his property was confiscated. He died in Alexandria.”

THE SuPERVISORS DispaTcHED TO UPPER EGYPT

(A) al-Itfihiyah

(17) Sayf al-Din Bahadur al-Sa‘1dr al-Karaki (d. 749/1348). In 710/1310 Sultan
al-Nasir arrested the mamlitks of the amir Salar al-Mansuri, who, together with
the amir Baybars al-Jashankir, actually controlled state politics during al-Nasir

66Mughulta‘ly al-Jamali was appointed supervisor of the rawk in Aleppo together with Makin
al-Din ibn Qarawinah (4).

67Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 157.

68Al-MaquzI, al-Sulitk, 2:162; Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 165.

69Al—Maqﬁzi, al-Suliik, 2:185; Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 167-68. On the career of Baybars
al-Dawadar, see al-Safadi, al-Wafi, 10:352.

Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 4:79; al-Shuja‘i, al-Nasir Muhammad, 121; according to al-Safadi (A ‘yan
al-‘Asr, 3:27), he made his pilgrimage to Mecca four times.

"Tbn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:27; al-Maqrizi, al-Mugqaffa, 2:522; idem, al-Suliik, 2:260.

72Al—MaqﬁzI, al-Suliik, 2:309; Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 180. Al-Magqrizi relates that he was
also governor of the frontier (nd’ib al-thaghr) in al-Sulitk, 2:319.

7 Al-Magrizi, al-Suliik, 2:487, 505; Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 205.
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Muhammad’s second reign (698-708/1299-1309). Al-Nasir then bestowed the rank
of amir on some of his own mamliiks, including this man, Bahadur al-Karkari
(al-KarakT), as well as Baybugha al-Ashrafi and Taybugha al-Shamsi (29).”* Bahadur
first served the sultan as an amir of the banner (@mir ‘alam), which corresponded
to an amir of ten. He was in charge of managing the storehouse for drums and
trumpets.” In 717/1317 he went to the Hijaz together with the amir Aytamish
al-Muhammadi (7) and returned to Cairo after an absence of one hundred days.”
He was then appointed chief of administrative offices in Hims under the rule of
Sayf al-Din Tankiz. He afterwards changed his post to that of an amir of forty in
the local provinces of Syria, and died at Tripoli in 749/1348.”

(B) al-Fayyum

(19) Sayf al-Din Tuqusba al-Zahiri al-Nasir1 (d. 745/1344) often transferred
his services from one amir to another and was himself granted an amirate by
Sultan Husam al-Din Lajin. During the Egyptian rawk in 715/1315, Tuqusba held
the post of governor (wali) of Qus.” He made two expeditions to Nubia in 705/1305-
1306 and 716/1316. In 733/1332-1333 he was appointed amir al-rakb of the
year.” He lived over 120 years, and died as an amir of forty in Cairo in 745/1344.%
This information implies that he was over ninety years old when the cadastral
survey was carried out.

(20) ‘Alam al-Din Sanjar al-Damir1 (d. 732/1331). We know only that he
participated in the campaign against the town of ‘Aydhab together with the amir
Mughultay ibn Amir Majlis (12) in 716/1316."

(22) ‘Ala’ al-Din Mughultay ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Martini (d. 749/1348). The
sources give us no information on his origins. He was first appointed to the
governorship (niyabah) of Bahnasa in Upper Egypt and was transferred to Syria

74Al-Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:87; see also idem, al-Mugaffd, 2:535-36.

P Al-Magrizi, al-Mugqaffd, 3:689. On the amir ‘alam, see al-Qalqashandi, Subkh, 4:13.

76Zetterstf’:en, Mamliikensultane, 166.

7 Al-Safadi, al-Wafi, 10:300-301; Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:33. Al-Safadi in A‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:265,
has Sayf al-Din Bahadur ibn al-Karkart.

7 Al-Magrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:128.

" Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 187. Every year during the month of Shawwal the camel-borne
litter (mahmal) departed from Cairo leading the Muslims to Mecca. An amir al-rakb was chosen
annually from among the influential amirs to guard them from raids by the bedouins; see F. Buhl

and Jacques Jomier, “Mahmal,” EI’, 6:44-46. The amir al-rakb was also called amir al-hdjj during
the Mamluk period; see al-Qalqashandi, Subh, 7:74-75.

“Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:326-27; al-Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:177-78, 236, 673; idem, al-Khitat, 1:189;
al-Shuja‘i, al-Nasir Muhammad, 274. The person who was sent to Qus in the survey was also
called Tuqusba (32), who seems to be different from this wali Qiis.

81Zetterste’:en, Mamlitkensultane, 165; see also al-Safadi, A ‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:407.
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as the governor (na’ib) of the citadel in Damascus. Then he was given the post of
chamberlain, also in Damascus, but was arrested in 747/1346 and died of the
plague in 749/1348.%

(C) al-Bahnasawiyah

(23) ‘Ala’ al-Din Aydughdi al-Talili al-Shamsi (d. 728/1328) was one of the
amirs in Damascus. In 705/1305-1306 during the second reign of al-Nasir, he was
sent to the ruler of the Maghrib with the amir Aydughdi al-Khwarizmi. In 710/1310
Aydughdi was also chosen to be amir al-rakb.” He died unemployed in Damascus.*

(25) Jamal al-Din Khadir ibn Nukiyah al-Nasiri (d. 758/1357). His father,
Nukiyah or Nukay al-Silahdar al-Tatar1, also had a daughter named Urdukin.
Khadir was made an amir in 709/1309-1310 by Sultan al-Nasir. His sister, Urdukin,
married al-Ashraf Khalil, then after his death married his brother, al-Nasir
Muhammad, and gave birth to a son. When she died in 724/1324, Khadir was
allowed to inherit her property.”

(26) Sayf al-Din Bahadur al-Ibrahimi (d. ?) changed service and was promoted
to the rank of nagib al-mamalik, which was restricted to the Royal Mamluks.*
Although he was relieved from this post in 716/1316, Bahadur still held an amirate
and was repeatedly appointed amir al-rakb. However, he failed to quell the revolt
of Humaydah ibn Abi Numayy, lord of Mecca, against the Mamluk regime in
718/1318. When he returned to Cairo the next year, Bahadur was arrested and
imprisoned at Alexandria until 720/1320.” However, he still held the rank of amir
of forty when al-Nasir Muhammad died in 741/1341.%

(D) al-Ushmunayn and al-Tahawiyah

(29) Taybugha al-Shamst (d. ?), together with Bahadur al-Karaki (17), was
given the rank of amir when al-Nasir, as mentioned above, arrested amir Salar
al-Mansuri and his mamlitks in 710/1310.%°

(E) al-Ikhmimiyah

“Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 5:125; Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Dalil al-Shdfi, 738; al-Magqrizi, al-Suliik, 2:717,
Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 209; al-Safadi, A ‘yvan al-‘Asr, 3:276.

83Zetterste’:en, Mamlitkensultane, 132, 154.

% Al-Maqrizi, al-Mugaffd, 2:345; Ton Hajar, al-Durar, 1:454.

“Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 1:370, 2:173; al-Maqrizi, al-Mugaffd, 7:192; idem, al-Khitat, 2:63.

*David Ayalon, “Studies on the Structure-III,” 65.

87Al—Maquzi, al-Mugqaffa, 2:504; Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:31; Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 165,
167-68.

% Al-Magrizi, al-Khitat, 2:305.
¥ Al-Magrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:87.
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(30) Sayf al-Din Qijlis ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Nasirt al-Silahdar (d. 731/1330) was
one of the mamliiks of al-Nasir Muhammad and was first appointed amir silah
(amir of arms), which was customarily held by an amir of forty;” that is, it was an
exceptional promotion for the Bahri Mamluk period. He was said to have dressed
well and to have had a sense of camaraderie. When the Mamluk army succeeded
in conquering the town of Malatyah, Qijlis returned from Syria with 350 captives
in Rabi‘ I 715/June 1315, four months before the start of the Egyptian rawk.”
After the rawk was completed, he was chosen amir al-rakb for 717/1317. Qijlis
became the supervisor of the Ibn Talin mosque in Cairo in 723/1323.” When
al-Nasir dispatched his son, al-Nasir Ahmad, to Karak in 726/1326, Qijlis and
other amirs accompanied him.” Since Qijlis had been given great prestige under
al-Nasir, it is said that he was always ready to manage the important affairs
entrusted to him.” Furthermore, he was well known as an expert in the making of
time-pieces (mawagit), astrolabes (asturlab), and quadrants (arba’).”

(31) Shams al-Din Sunqur al-Sa‘di (d. 728/1328) came from the non-Mamluk
cavalry (ajnad al-halgah). When al-Nasir went to Mecca in order to avert the
threat of Amir Salar and Sultan Baybars al-Jashankir in 708/1309, Sunqur
accompanied him, as well as the amir Aydamur al-Khatiri (6).” In Cairo Sunqur
held the post of naqib al-mamalik,” but was exiled to Tripoli in 723/1323. He was
greatly interested in the development of agriculture, and single-handedly established
a village in the province of al-Gharbiyah.”

THE PRrINCIPLES FOR CHOOSING SUPERVISORS
We have described the origins, careers and official posts of the supervisors appointed
for the Egyptian rawk in 715/1315. Now we will examine whether any principles

*Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Dalil al-Shafi, 535. According to Ayalon, the office of amir silah was held
not by an amir of forty, but by an amir of a hundred (“Studies on the Structure-III,” 60). This
amir’s duty was to bear the sultan’s arms during public appearances.

Q'Zetterstéen, Mamliikensultane, 162-63.

Al-Magrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:247.

“Ibn Habib al-Dimashqi, Tadhkirat al-Nabih fi Ayyam al-Mansiir wa-Banih, ed. Muhammad
Muhammad Amin (Cairo, 1976-86), 2:161.

*“Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 3:328.

»Al-Safadi, A ‘yan al-‘Asr, 2:350.

% Al-Maqrizi, al-Mugaffa, 7:190.

”’According to Ibn Hajar (al-Durar, 2:273), he held the post of niyabat al-jaysh (supervisor of
military affairs).

*Ibn Hajar, al-Durar, 2:273; al-Maqrizi, al-Suliik, 2:246; idem, al-Khitat, 1:226. He also constructed
al-Madrasah al-Sa‘diyah outside Cairo in 715/1315; see al-Khitat, 1:250.
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or criteria governed the way these twenty-three persons were chosen. Let us
examine the above accounts from several points of view.

First, let us compare these men with the supervisors dispatched to the Egyptian
regions to survey the irrigation system in 714/1314. According to al-Maqrizi, the
supervisors for the irrigation survey were:”

Lower Egypt
(A) al-Gharbiyah:
Amir Sayf al-Din Aqil al-Hajib
(B) al-Sharqiyah:
Amir ‘Izz al-Din Aydamur al-Khatir1
(C) al-Buhayrah:
Amir ‘Ala’ al-Din al-Talil1i
(D) al-Qalyubiyah:
Amir Badr al-Din Jankali ibn al-Baba

Upper Egypt
(A) al-Fayyum:
Amir Badr al-Din Baktut al-Shamsi
(B) al-Bahnasawiyah:
Amir ‘Ala’ al-Din Aydughdi Shugayr
(C) al-Ushmunayn and al-Tahawiyah:
Amir Sayf al-Din Qullt
(D) Asyut and Manfalut:
Amir Sharaf al-Din Husayn ibn Haydar (Jandar)
(E) Ikhmim:
Amir Sayf al-Din Bahadur al-Mu‘izz1
(F) Qus:
Amir Baha’ al-Din Aslam
Among the above-mentioned ten amirs, those who were re-appointed for the
cadastral survey the next year were the following five persons: Sayf al-Din Aql,
‘Izz al-Din Aydamur, ‘Ala’ al-Din al-Talil1, Badr al-Din Jankali (in Lower Egypt),
and Sayf al-Din Qulli (in Upper Egypt). Among them, Sayf al-Din Aqiil (dispatched
to al-Gharbiyah) and ‘Izz al-Din Aydamur (to al-Sharqiyah) were sent to the
same regions as in the cadastral survey. However, the above accounts of their
careers show that the two amirs had no close connection to either region."”'

100

99A1-Maqrizi, al-Suliik, 2:137-38; see also Sato, State and Rural Society, 227.

' Al-Magqrizi in al-Mugaffd, 3:649, has Jandar.

"'"In 712/1313 Sultan al-Nasir dispatched the Mamluk army to Syria against the Mongol invasion.
Among the twenty-one amirs of a hundred who led the army, the following eight amirs were
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Among the five amirs who were not chosen as supervisors in the cadastral
survey in 715/1315, two—Aydughdi Shuqayr (al-Ushmunayn and al-Tahawiyah)
and Bahadur al-Mu‘izzi (Ikhmim)—were arrested with the amir Sayf al-Din Tughay
under suspicion of a plot to assassinate al-Nasir Muhammad in Rabi‘ I 715/July
1315,'* just after the irrigation survey. ‘Ala’ al-Din Aydughdi Shuqayr (d. 715/1315)
originally came from the Mamluk corps formed by Lajin. During al-Nasir’s reign
he was promoted to a high position through the good offices of his comrade
(khushdash), the amir Tughay, and became one of the sultan’s favorites."” Sayf
al-Din Bahadur al-Mu‘izzi (d. 739/1339) was also one of the mamliiks fostered by
Husam al-Din Lajin, and was given the rank of amir when Lajin ascended to the
throne in 696/1296."" Thereafter Bahadur was arrested, but was later released. In
730/1330, he was promoted to commander of a thousand.'”

Sharaf al-Din Husayn ibn Jandar al-Rumi (d. 729/1329), who was dispatched
to Asyut during the irrigation survey, came to Cairo from al-Rum with his father
and served al-Mansur Lajin in Egypt and Syria. When al-Nasir ascended to the
sultanate for the third time in 709/1310, Husayn was appointed amir of a hundred
because of his talent for hunting (sayd). Although he had belonged to Tughay’s
group of suspected plotters, he was found blameless when Aydughdi, Bahadur,
and Tughay were arrested.'” However, the fact that Husayn was one of Tughay’s
intimate comrades (min khawass Tughay) might explain why he was passed over
for the position of supervising the rawk in 715/1315. It is not clear why the two
remaining amirs, Baktat al-Shamsi and Baha’ al-Din Aslam,"” were not chosen as
supervisors of the rawk. However, we may say that the way in which the supervisors

chosen again as supervisors of the irrigation survey in 714/1314: ‘Izz al-Din Aydamur al-Khatiri,
Badr al-Din Jankali, Badr al-Din Baktit al-Shamsi, ‘Ala’ al-Din Aydughdi Shuqayr, Sayf al-Din
Qulli, Sayf al-Din Bahadur al-Mu‘izzi, Bahadur Aslam, and Sharaf al-Din Husayn; cf. Amitai-Preiss,
“The Remaking of the Military Elite,” 149.

'%Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 162; al-Magqrizi, al-Suliik, 2:144; al-Safadi, A ‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:214-
15. Aydughdi Shuqayr, accused of plotting to murder the sultan, was killed on the day of his
arrest. In 713/1313 a dispute over igta‘ holdings occurred between Aybak al-Mansiiri and Aydughdt
Shugqayr. Sultan al-Nasir arrested Aybak al-Mansiiri, grand amir of the Manstri mamliiks, on the
pretext that Aybak and his comrade intended to usurp the sultanate; see al-Maqrizi, al-Suliik,
2:128.

' Al-Maqrizi, al-Mugaffa, 2:342-43; Ton Hajar, al-Durar, 1:455; al-Safadi, A ‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:214.
"% Al-Magqrizi, al-Mugaffd, 2:501.

"% Al-Safadi, A ‘yan al-‘Asr, 1:264.

1% Al-Magqrizi, al-Mugaffa, 3:649-50; al-Suliik, 2:177-78, 313-14.

"’Baha’ al-Din Aslam ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Nasiri (d. 747/1346) was originally amamliik of al-Malik
al-Nasir and was promoted to amir of a hundred by him, a rank he held until he lost it to the

sultan’s anger after the cadastral survey; see Ibn Taghribirdi, a/-Manhal, 2:455-56; al-Safadi,
al-Waft, 9:285.
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were chosen was closely connected to the movements of the Mamluk factions
competing around the sultanate in Cairo.

Now let us examine the accounts of the supervisors appointed for the cadastral
survey in the following year. As mentioned above, among thirty-two supervisors
we may identify twenty-three persons, including two Coptic officials. The
biographical accounts do not reveal any close relation between the regions to
which the twenty-one amirs were appointed and their posts or igtd‘s. In the rawk
of Tripoli in 717/1317, for example, Sharaf al-Din Ya‘qub al-Hamawi, chief of
military affairs (nazir) at Aleppo, was put in charge of the cadastral survey. In the
rawk of Aleppo in 725/1325, Mughultay al-Jamali, who held the offices of ustadar
and wazir, was appointed supervisor; that is, he was neither governor of Aleppo
nor chief of military affairs there. This method of appointment was to avoid
unfairness on the part of local chief officials or igfa‘ holders (mugta‘).'” Accordingly,
it may well be said that such a principle was also followed in the rawk of Egypt in
715/1315.

We know the following posts of the supervisors, except the two Coptic officials,
at the time of the cadastral survey:

(2) ‘Ala’ al-Din Taybars: naqib al-jaysh (chief of military police)

(3) Sayf al-Din Aqul: hdjib (chamberlain)

(5) Sayf al-Din Qulli: silahdar (bearer of arms)

(6) ‘Izz al-Din Aydamur: ustadar (majordomo)

(11) Balaban al-Muhassin: shadd al-dawawin (supervisor of central offices)
(17) Sayf al-Din Bahadur al-Karaki: amir ‘alam (amir of banners)

(19) Sayf al-Din Tuqusba: wali Qs

(26) Sayf al-Din Bahadur al-Ibrahimi: naqib al-mamalik (chief of mamlik
affairs)

(30) Sayf al-Din Qijlis: amir silah (amir of arms)

(31) Shams al-Din Sunqur: naqib al-mamalik

It is remarkable that only one local governor (wali Qiis) was appointed supervisor.
The other supervisors held posts that were closely connected to the sultan’s privy
council, the Royal Mamluks, or the central administration. This indicates that the
cadastral survey was carried out under al-Nasir’s strong leadership. AI-Nuwayri
says, “Sultan al-Nasir himself proceeded to Upper Egypt to preside over the amirs
and scribes.”” The sultan had to obtain good results from the cadastral survey in
order to establish a stable Mamluk regime.

108Sa'[o, State and Rural Society, 143-45.
'% Al-Nuwayri, Nihdyat al-Arab, 30:299-300; see also Sato, State and Rural Society, 140.
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Finally, let us look at the origins of the amirs appointed as supervisors of the
cadastral survey in 715/1315. Among the twenty-one amirs identified above, one,
Shams al-Din Sunqur (31), was from the non-mamliik cavalry, and two, Badr
al-Din Jankali (1) and Khadir ibn Nukiyah (25), were Mongol immigrants (a/-
Wafidiyah) or the sons of such immigrants who came to serve al-Nasir. Both
Mongol amirs were appointed to high positions through their relations by marriage
to al-Nasir. From among the remaining supervisors, those who were mamliiks
purchased and fostered by al-Nasir were (11) Balaban al-Muhassin, (17) Sayf
al-Din Bahadur al-Karaki, (29) Taybugha al-Shamsi, and (30) Sayf al-Din Qijlis.
Those who had been originally bought by another sultan or by an amir, and who
later switched service to al-Nasir were (2) ‘Ala’ al-Din Taybars, (6) ‘Izz al-Din
Aydamur, (7) Sayf al-Din Aytamish, (19) Sayf al-Din Tuqusba, and (26) Sayf
al-Din Bahadur al-Ibrahimi. It is interesting that the same number of supervisors
was chosen from among both the Nasirt and non-Nasirt mamlitks. However, even
among these amirs we find no one who remained in his former faction, even after
the accession of al-Nasir to the sultanate.

As I mentioned above, during al-Nasir’s second reign the Vice-Sultan Salar
al-Mansur1 and majordomo Baybars al-Jashankir actually controlled state politics.
They were from the Burji, or Mansuri, mamlitks formed by al-Malik al-Mansur
Qalawun."” Accordingly, when al-Nasir ascended to his third sultanate after
eliminating Baybars al-Jashankir and his followers in 709/1310, the first thing he
had to do was eliminate the influence of the senior Mansur and other amirs.'"' He
immediately sent letters to the local walis, ordering them to seize the estates of
these amirs and send them to the prison in Alexandria."” In 710/1310 Sultan
al-Nasir captured Salar and his mamliiks,'” and in 712/1312 he arrested six amirs
of a hundred, including three Mansuri amirs."* Furthermore, just after the irrigation
survey in 714/1314, he arrested those senior amirs, like ‘Ala’ al-Din Aydughdi
Shugayr and Bahadur al-Mu‘izzi, who had been fostered by al-Mansur Lajin .'"

"Ibn al-Suqa‘1, Tali, 57-58, 89-90; al-Maqrizi, al-Mugaffa, 2:534-55.

" Abi al-Fida’, al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar (Cairo, 1325), 4:58-59; al-Maqrizi, al-Suliik,
2:71-72, 77-78; Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 145-150; P. M. Holt, The Age of the Crusades: The
Near East from the Eleventh Century to 1517 (London, 1986), 112-13; Irwin, The Middle East in
the Middle Ages, 106-7; Amitai-Preiss, “The Remaking of the Military Elite,” 106-7.

"> Al-Magqrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:77-78.
"Ibid., 2:87; Abi al-Fida’, Mukhtasar, 4:60.
1I4Amitai—Preiss, “The Remaking of the Military Elite,” 154-55.

" Zetterstéen, Mamlitkensultane, 162; al-Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:144. As to the affiliation of these
amirs, see al-Maqrizi, al-Muqaffd, 2:342-43, 501; see also Amitai-Preiss, “The Remaking of the
Military Elite,” 149.
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The next step was the execution of the cadastral survey, in order to decrease
the igta“‘ revenue of those amirs left over from the reigns of the previous sultans.'"
When al-Nasir resolved to establish a regime based on his own mamliiks, it was
probably deemed proper that the rawk supervisors be chosen not from the Mansiri
mamlitk amirs, but from his own confidants, including the Nasiri mamliik amirs.
After the cadastral survey, al-Nasir granted new igfa‘s to the amirs, his own
mamlitks and the halgah cavalrymen, and ordered that the land the Mansuri amirs
had purchased in Giza be integrated into the sultan’s domain. Furthermore he
declared that anyone who returned his authorization (mithal) of igta‘ or complained
of the survey results would be beaten and imprisoned after his igta‘s were
confiscated."” This shows that al-Nasir evidently carried out the cadastral survey
in order to implement his resolution to eliminate the senior non-Nasiri amirs.

"°0On the causes and objectives of the Nasiri rawk, see Sato, State and Rural Society, 145-52.

Al-Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, 2:156. On the results of the Nasir1 rawk, see Levanoni, A Turning Point,
53-54; Sato, State and Rural Society, 152-61.
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