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The “Mansuriyah Legacy” The Mansuri Amirs,
Their Mamluks, and Their Descendants during al-
Nasir Muhammad’s Third Reign and After

The long third reign of al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawtn (709-41/1310-41) put
an end to the turbulent Manstriyah period (689-709/1290-1310), in which the
mamluks of Sultan al-Manstr Qalawan (678-89/1279-90) filled the highest posi-
tions of the sultanate. Several scholars have tried to find a “rational explanation”
for al-Nasir Muhammad’s unprecedented long reign. Robert Irwin and Peter M.
Holt argue, based on the basic political “model” of David Ayalon, that al-Nasir
Muhammad succeeded in the tough mission of eliminating his father’s mam-
luks, the Mansuriyah, while advancing his own personal loyal mamluks, the
Nagiriyah.' However, later studies, conducted by Reuven Amitai, Jo Van Steenber-
gen, and Winslow W. Clifford, indicate that the political-military elite that was
fostered by al-Nasir Muhammad consisted of members of other khushdashiyat
besides the Nasiriyah, as well as wafidiyah (refugees from the Mongol Ilkhanate
or Seljukid Anatolia) and awlad al-nas (sons of mamluks).? This heterogeneous
composition of the military elite makes explaining the long duration of al-Nasir
Muhammad’s reign more difficult. Scholars hold different views with regard to al-
Nasir Muhammad’s policy. Amalia Levanoni indicates that al-Nasir Muhammad
lost his authority over his personal mamluks, so one cannot see the Nasiriyah
mamluks as a more loyal factor than any other political faction.* Jo Van Steenber-

This article is a revised version of part of a chapter from my Ph.D. dissertation, submitted to the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 2012. In a somewhat different form it appears in my book,
The Rise and Fall of a Muslim Regiment: The Mansuriyya in the First Mamluk Sultanate (Bonn, 2015).
I would like to thank my colleague and friend Dr. Koby Yosef for the data concerning several
mamluks and descendants of Mansuri amirs, discussed in this article.

'Robert Irwin, The Middle East in the Middle Ages: The Early Mamluk Sultanate 1250-1382 (London,
1986), 106; P. M. Holt, The Age of the Crusades: The Near East from the Eleventh Century to 1517
(London, 1986), 107.

*Reuven Amitai, “The Remaking of the Military Elite of Mamlak Egypt by al-Nasir Muhammad
b. Qalawn,” Studia Islamica 72 (1990): 149-50; Jo Van Steenbergen, “Mamluk Elite on the Eve of
al-Nasir Muhammad’s Death (1341): A Look behind the Scenes of Mamluk Politics,” Mamlik Stud-
ies Review 11, no. 2 (2005): 173-98, esp. 194; W. W. Clifford, “State Formation and the Structure of
Politics in Mamluk Syro-Egypt, 684-741 A.H./1250-1340 C.E.” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of
Chicago, 1995), 249-72.

*Amalia Levanoni, A Turning Point in Mamluk History: The Third Reign of al-Nasir Muhammad ibn
Qalawin (1310-1341) (Leiden, 1995), 60-72.
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gen, on the other hand, asserts that “it was his [al-Nasir Muhammad’s] solid, en-
gaged, and independent position at the very top of the military hierarchy and of
the government’s administration that account for the continuous subordination
of this elite.”* Reuven Amitai suggests that al-Nasir Muhammad promoted the
“non-Nasirite” amirs in order to create a counter-balance to the power of his own
mamluks.® Winslow Clifford argues that al-Nasir Muhammad’s policy stemmed
from the need to continue the constitutional order, the nizam, in which resources
were distributed in an orderly and agreed-upon way among the members of the
Mamluk elite.

The policy of al-Nasir Muhammad might seem even more enigmatic, given the
prominent position of the Mansuriyah, the mamluks of al-Nasir Muhammad’s fa-
ther, Sultan Qalawitn, during al-Nasir’s third reign. Though the above-mentioned
scholars pointed out in their studies that several Mansuri amirs gained honor-
able positions from al-Nasir Muhammad, the widespread assumption is that the
Mansiriyah faction, which consisted mostly of opponents of al-Nasir Muhammad,
was more or less eliminated by this sultan, and definitely lost its political power.’

However, a thorough examination of the Mansuriyah’s role during al-Nasir
Muhammad’s third reign might challenge this assumption. In what follows, I
trace the careers of dozens of the Manstriyah amirs, their mamluks, and de-
scendants, after 709/1310, in order to evaluate more precisely the position of the
Mansuriyah during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign and after. First, I will de-
scribe the moves made by al-Nasir Muhammad against the Manstriyah in his
first years as an autonomous sultan. Then I will discuss the Mansariyah amirs
who were arrested or executed, and those who were not arrested at all. After
that, I will discuss the mamluks and descendants of the Mansuriyah amirs, who
became amirs in al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign and after. The findings of this
prosopographical examination do not necessarily bring about a better under-
standing of al-Nasir Muhammad’s policy or explain his successful continuous
rule. However, I will add my own opinion on this disputed issue.

“Van Steenbergen, “Mamluk Elite,” 195.
5 Amitai, “Military Elite,” 160.
¢Clifford, “State Formation,” 272-74.

’On these studies and their incomplete findings with regard to the Mansariyah’s political posi-
tion during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign, see below.
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1. Mansuri Amirs during al-Nasir Muhammad’s Third Reign
1.1. The Mansiriyah Amirs Who Were Arrested or Executed

1.1.1. The Moves Made by al-Nasir Muhammad against the Mansuriyah

When al-Nasir Muhammad was crowned as sultan for the third time in 709/1310,
the Manstriyah amirs filled the highest positions in the political-military elite.
About forty prominent Mansiri amirs had passed away by this time, as a result
of internal conflicts among the mamluk amirs, military confrontations with ex-
ternal enemies like the Mongols or the Crusaders, or natural deaths. The senior
amirs were in their sixties, whereas the youngest, those whom Qalawun pur-
chased during his reign, were in their thirties or forties. After about twenty years
in which al-Nasir Muhammad was forced to accept the Mansuriyah amirs’ de
facto rule, and sometimes also de jure, he must have been angry with many of
them and seen a significant risk to his rule in their current positions. The young
sultan, hence, took gradual steps in order to reduce the power of these amirs.
The first step against the Mansuriyah was taken on 16 Shawwal 709/19 March
1310, only two weeks after al-Nasir Muhammad entered Cairo and was crowned
as sultan. About twenty or thirty amirs who were the supporters of Baybars al-
Jashnakir, the former sultan and the greatest enemy of al-Nasir Muhammad, were
arrested. Ibn al-Dawadari mentions that all of them belonged to the Burjiyah, i.e.,
the fellows of Baybars al-Jashnakir within the Mansariyah corps. According to
Ibn Hajar al-“Asqalani, however, the arrested amirs were those who were made
amirs by Baybars al-Jashnakir.® Examination of the identities of the twenty-two
arrested amirs, as mentioned by al-Magqrizi, reveals that not all of them belonged
to the Mansariyah-Burjiyah. Most of the names are not mentioned in the sourc-
es before that, so there are only four who could be certainly classified as Burji
amirs: Takiz (or: Balaban) al-Tughrili, Aybak al-Baghdadi, Qijmas (Bashshash)
al-Jukandar, and Balat al-Jaukandar. Another Mansiuri amir mentioned among
them is Mankubars or Baybars al-Manstri. Among the arrested amirs were sup-
porters of Baybars al-Jashnakir who did not belong to the Mansuriyah-Burjiyah,
like Sargja and Jaraktamur ibn Bahadur ra’s nawbah.’ Aybak al-Baghdadi died in

8 Aba Bakr ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz al-Durar wa-Jami‘ al-Ghurar, ed. Hans R. Roemer
(Freiburg and Cairo, 1960), 9:196; Ahmad Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, Al-Durar al-Kaminah fi Akhbar
al-Mi’ah al-Thaminah (Hyderabad, 1348), 1:534; al-Maqrizi, Kitab al-Sulik li-Ma‘rifat al-Duwal wa-
al-Mulitk, ed. Mustafa Ziyadah and Sa‘id ‘Abd al-Fattah ‘Ashir (Cairo, 1930-73), 2:76; Khalil ibn
Aybak al-Safadi, A‘yan al-Asr wa-A‘wan al-Nasr, ed. ‘Ali Abu Zayd et al. (Beirut and Damascus,
1998), 5:92.

° Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:76; Yasuf Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujium al-Zahirah fi Mulik Misr wa-al-Qahirah,
ed. Fahim Muhammad Shaltat et al. (Cairo, 1963-72), 9:12-13; Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Nuwayri,
Nihayat al-Arab fi Funin al-Adab, ed. Fahim Muhammad ‘Alawi Shaltat (Cairo, 1992-98), 32:155.
Takiz or Balaban al-Tughrili is mentioned in the sources in different variants, such as: Dabakuz,
Tanakur, Tabakur, Batakuz, or Bakir. However, this amir is to be identified with Balaban al-
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prison in the Cairo citadel in 722/1322." It seems that Takiz too died in prison,
since he is not mentioned in the sources afterward.

Three weeks later, al-Nasir Muhammad took measures to promote the Mansiiri
amirs who seemed to be more loyal to him at the expense of those Manstri amirs
who were among his opponents during his confrontation with Sultan Baybars
al-Jashnakir (708-9/1309-10). Among the former were the three governors of
the Syrian districts of Aleppo, Hamah, and Tripoli—Qarasunqur, Qibjaq, and
Asandamur Kurji—whereas among the latter were the deposed sultan Baybars
al-Jashnakir, his close friend and governor of Damascus Aqush al-Afram, and
the former na’ib al-saltanah (vice-sultan), Salar. Qarasunqur was appointed as the
governor of Damascus while Aquash al-Afram was exiled to the remote fortress of
Sarkhad as its governor; Qibjaq was appointed as the governor of Aleppo, while
Asandamur Kurji took Qibjaq’s position as the governor of Hamah. Qutlabak al-
Kabir al-Mansuri, another of al-Nasir Muhammad’s opponents, was exiled from
Cairo and appointed governor of Safad. Baktamur al-Jakandar, who joined the
“pro-Nasirite” Mansuriyah coalition headed by Qarasunqur, arrived in Cairo
from Safad and was appointed na’ib al-saltanah instead of Salar. Other Mansiiri
amirs, who are not mentioned as opponents of al-Nasir Muhammad, remained in
their offices: Sunqur al-Kamali as hajib al-hujjab in Egypt, Qaralajin as amir majlis
and later as ustadar, Baybars al-Mansuri as dawadar, and Balaban (or: Turuntay)
al-Muhammadi al-Mansuri as amir jandar."

Al-Nasir Muhammad turned now to deal with his greatest enemies among the
Manstariyah: Baybars al-Jashnakir, Salar, and Aqish al-Afram. From his place of
refuge in Akhmim, Upper Egypt, deserted by almost all of his allies and mamluks,
Baybars asked aman from the sultan. Al-Nasir Muhammad agreed and dispatched
his Mansiri khushdashs Baybars al-Mansiiri and Bahadur As to receive his al-
legiance to the new sultan and to escort him to the remote fortress of Sahyun
in northern Syria. However, shortly after that, al-Nasir Muhammad changed his
mind and ordered al-Jashnakir brought to Cairo immediately. For that purpose,
al-Nasir Muhammad dispatched other Manstri amirs, Bahadur al-Hajj, Asan-
damur Kurji, Qarasunqur, and Baktamur al-Jakandar. Baybars al-Jashnakir sur-

Tughrili; see Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 8:168, n. 4. Similarly, Qijmas al-Jakandar, known as
Bashash, is mentioned in different variants, such as Qijmaz, Qijmar, Qijqar, Qimar, Bijas, or
Qihmash. See on Qijmas, Balat, and Mankubars, 1.1.2. below.

10 Al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:240.

" Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:75, 77; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:11; Baybars al-Dawadar al-Mansari,
Kitab al-Tuhfah al-Mulukiyah fi al-Dawlah al-Turkiyah, ed. ‘Abd al-Hamid Salih Hamdan (Cairo,
1987), 209-10; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:156-67. The same biographical data is mentioned both for
Balaban and Turuntay al-Muhammadi. It is probable, then, that the two names refer to the same
amir; see Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:494-95, 2:218; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:162; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:418,
675; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:115.
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rendered himself to Qarasunqur near Gaza, and the next day, when they arrived
in the vicinity of Cairo, Qarasunqur handed al-Jashnakir to Asnadamur Kurji,
who brought him to Cairo. After al-Nasir Muhammad repeated to Baybars al-
Jashnakir all the evils that the latter had done to him, Baybars al-Jashnakir was
executed, probably by strangling, on 15 Dha al-Qa‘dah 709/16 April 1310.*

At the same time, al-Nasir Muhammad arrested Baybars al-Jashnakir’s most
loyal amirs, the most prominent members of the Burjiyah. In the end of 709/spring
1310, the Burjis Aydamur al-Khatiri and Baktat al-Fattah were arrested.” Baktat
al-Fattah was executed in his prison in Alexandria not long after.* Another Burji
amir who was arrested at the same time was Mughultay al-Ba’li.”* Qarasunqur, the
governor of Damascus, was ordered to arrest the Burji amirs Baybars al-‘Alami
and Nughay al-Jamdar al-Mansuri. The two amirs were arrested in the Damascus
citadel, and Nughay died there in Jumada II 710/October 1310. In the end of 709/
May 1310 al-Nasir Muhammad arrested also the prominent Burji amir and son-
in-law of Baybars al-Jashnakir, Burlughay al-Ashrafi, together with other amirs
related to him. This was after Bughlughay tried to murder al-Nasir Muhammad
together with Aqush al-Ashrafi and the Burjiyah. "Bughlughay was starved to
death in Rajab 710/November 1310.

A short time after that, al-Nasir Muhammad arrested three of the closest asso-
ciates of Aqush al-Afram, took their igta‘at, and imprisoned them in Alexandria.
In 710/1310 al-Nasir Muhammad also arrested the Burji Tashtamur al-Jumaqdar
and the Mansuri Balaban (or: Turuntay) al-Muhammadi.”

2Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 8:80-81, 272-75; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:78-80; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah,
32:156, 158. On the military capture of Baybars al-Jashnakir by Qarasunqur, see Isma‘il Ibn
Kathir, Al-Bidayah wa-al-Nihayah fi al-Tarikh, ed. Maktab Tahqiq al-Turath (Beirut, 1994), 14:45. It
was also said that Baybars al-Jashnakir was executed by drinking poison; see Khalil ibn Aybak
al-Safadi, Kitab al-Wafi bi-al-Wafayat (Istanbul, Damascus, Wiesbaden, and Stuttgart, 1931-93),
10:350; idem, A‘yan, 2:73

B Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:77; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:14.

“Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:490.

B Al-Safadi, Ayan, 5:125; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 4:355.

1 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:84; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:14; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:159. On the
death of Nughay, see al-Safadi, A‘yan, 5:525; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:217. Baybars al-‘Alami
was probably released a short time after his arrest, since he was arrested again in 712/1312; see
below.

YIbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:16-17, 216; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:88.

¥ Al-Maqrizi, Sulitk, 2:84; these three were Qutlabak al-Ushaqi, Altunqush (or: Altunfush) the
ustadar of al-Afram, and ‘Ali ibn Sabih. Qutlabek was released only in 735/1334; see al-Maqrizi,
Suliik, 2:378; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:393; on Altunqush see 2.1 below.

YK. V. Zetterstéen, Beitrdge zur Geschichte der Mamlukensultane in den Jahren 690-741 der Higra,
nach arabischen Handschriften (Leiden, 1919), 152; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:162. On Balaban or
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In the same year, al-Nasir Muhammad succeeded also in eliminating Salar.
As sultan Baybars al-Jashnakir’s deputy, Salar changed his “political tenden-
cies” immediately after Baybars al-Jashnakir was forced to leave Cairo. Salar
safeguarded the Cairo citadel, expressed his rejection of Baybars al-Jashnakir,
and demonstrated his support for al-Nasir Muhammad unambiguously. When
al-Nasir Muhammad arrived in Cairo, Salar gave him precious gifts, including
slaves, horses, and expensive fabrics. Still feeling unsecure in Cairo, Salar asked
to be appointed governor of al-Shubak, and he made his way there in Shawwal
709/March 1310.% For a short time, al-Nasir Muhammad satisfied Salar, and made
him amir of one hundred.* However, after the execution of Baybars al-Jashnakir
and the arrest of his associates, the sultan felt strong enough to arrest about
twenty of Salar’s close associates, mamluks, and brothers, as a preliminary to the
arrest of Salar.?? Then al-Nasir Muhammad dispatched his envoys to bring Salar
to Cairo. At first, Muhammad ibn Biktash al-Fakhri was sent, but Salar was cau-
tious and refused to come to Cairo. Later, however, al-Nasir Muhammad used the
more effective tactic in which Manstri amirs caught their khushdashs for him
once more. The sultan dispatched Salar’s close friends Sanjar al-Jawli al-Mansari
and Baybars al-Mansiuri to al-Shubak. These two amirs succeeded in convincing
their khushdash to travel to Cairo for “consultation with the sultan.” At the same
time, the sultan ordered two other Manstri amirs, Qarasunqur and Asandamur
Kurji, who were the governors of Damascus and Hamah, to block the roads from
Syria to the Mongol Ilkhanate in order to prevent Salar’s defection to these terri-
tories. Immediately after his arrival in Cairo, Salar was arrested in the citadel and
was starved to death, while all his innumerable monies and properties, hidden
in many places, were brought to the royal treasury. Salar died on 24 Rabi‘ 11/19
September 1310 or about a month later, in 20 Jumada I 710/14 October 1310.%

At approximately the same time, in Rabi‘ II 710/August 1310, another Mansuri
amir, Bahadur al-Hajj, met his death. Al-Nasir Muhammad feared his arrival in

Turuntay al-Muhammadi, see n. 11 above; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:162; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:418,
675; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:115.

2 Al-Magqrizi, Suliik, 2:75; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:11; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:155.

21 Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:160.

2Tbn Taghribirdi, A-Nujam, 9:15; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:86-87. The Arabic sources mention six
brothers of Salar: Mughultay, Lajin, Samik (or: Samuk, Samil), Adam, Juba, and Dawid. The last
two arrived to the sultanate together with Salar’s mother in 705/1305 as part of the Wafidiyah;
see Baybars al-Dawadar al-Mansuri, Zubdat al-Fikrah fi Tarikh al-Hijrah, ed. Donald S. Richards
(Beirut, 1998), 385. Only three brothers are mentioned among Salar’s associates who were ar-
rested (Samuk, Juba, and Dawud). The last two brothers were released in Rabi‘ II 715/July 1315;
see al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:144.

#Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:16-18; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:88; Baybars al-Mansari, Al-Tuhfah,
215-16.
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Cairo, and appointed him governor of Tripoli. The tension between the two, how-
ever, continued to escalate until Bahadur’s death, which was likely the result of
being poisoned by envoys of the sultan.*

In 710/1310 al-Nasir Muhammad managed to capture Asandamur Kurji. Asan-
damur was the governor of Tripoli and one of the main supporters of al-Nasir
Muhammad during his struggle with Baybars al-Jashnakir. After his arrival in
Cairo, al-Nasir Muhammad appointed Asandamur governor of Hamah. However,
a few months later the sultan ordered Asandamur to leave his office for the Ayyu-
bid prince Abu al-Fida. Asandamur refused, and after the death of Qibjaq, the
governor of Aleppo, Asandamur took over this city. Asandamur was captured in
Aleppo by many of his Mansuri khushdashs, and they took him to Cairo, where
he was put in prison and died in Dhu al-Qa‘dah 710/March 1312.%

Several other prominent Mansuri amirs were arrested at the end of 710 and
the beginning of 711/1311, after an unsuccessful attempt to depose the sultan and
to crown his nephew Musa ibn ‘Ali ibn Qalawtn. The leaders of the conspira-
tors were na’ib al-saltanah Baktamur al-Jakandar and Butkhas al-Mansuari. Al-
Nagir Muhammad captured not only these two Mansari amirs, but also their
khushdashs and friends—Kiray, the governor of Damascus, Qutlabak, the gover-
nor of Safad, and Qutliqatmur, the governor of Gaza.” Butkhas was executed in
Dhua al-Qa‘dah 711/March 1312.7 Baktamur al-Jakandar stayed in prison until he
was executed in 716/1316.% Kiray also died in al-Nasir Muhammad’s prison, but of
natural causes, in 719/1319.%

# Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-Magqrizi, Kitab al-Mugqaffa al-Kabir, ed. Muhammad al-Ya'lawi (Beirut, 1991),
2:507; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:24, 216; al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 90, 96.

»bn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 9:23-24, 26-27; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:89-91, 93; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah,
32:167-68; al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:188; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:208-9. On his death, see al-
Safadi, A'yan, 1:535, 679; Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:52. However, al-Maqrizi mentions Asandmur
Kurji among the amirs who were executed by strangling in 716/1316 (Sulitk, 2:168). According to
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Asandamur died in 721/1321 (Durar, 1:388).

% Al-Magqrizi, Suliik, 2:91-93, 104; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:24-28, 30; Baybars al-Mansuri, Al-
Tuhfah, 224.

77 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:679; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:473.

% Al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:168; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:30; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:485. On the arrest
of Qutlubak, see al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:105; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:30; Baybars al-Mansuri,
Al-Tuhfah, 228.

» Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:199; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:245; al-Safadi, Wafi, 24:332-33; Ibn Hajar,
Durar, 3:267; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal al-Safi wa-al-Mustawfa ba‘da al-Wafi, ed. Muhammad
Muhammad Amin and Sa‘id ‘Ashir (Cairo, 1984-2009), 9:123. Kiray was jailed in very good condi-
tions; see: al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:154; idem, Wafi, 24:332. According to Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Kiray
was released in 717/1317 but arrested again and held until his death in 719/1319 (Durar, 3:267).
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At the end of 711/spring 1312, three prominent senior Mansurl amirs—
Qarasunqur, Aquash al-Afram, and his father-in-law Aydamur al-Zaradkash—de-
fected to the Ilkhanid Mongols, after al-Nasir Muhammad made every possible
effort to capture them. Despite the fact that Qarasunqur had been the head of
the “pro-Nasirite” coalition during the conflict between al-Nasir Muhammad
and sultan Baybars al-Jashnakir, the new sultan was intimidated by Qarasunqur.
Qarasunqur, who had sharp political instincts, escaped dangers time and again.
Unlike Salar who was tempted to go to Cairo, or Asandamur Kurji who was not
suspicious enough, Qarasunqur, who served now as the governor of Damascus,
requested that the sultan appoint him governor of Aleppo. This request was not
only in order to move even farther from Cairo, but also to feel more secure in the
company of his loyal associates that he had managed to acquire during his long
period as governor of this district. The sultan agreed to that and appointed him
governor of Aleppo at the end of 710 or the beginning of 711/May 1311.** However,
al-Nasir Muhammad dispatched his loyal mamluk Arghtin al-Dawadar ostensibly
to escort Qarasunqur to Aleppo, but he actually ordered Arghtin to capture him.*
Qarasunqur managed to avoid capture again, but felt totally unsecure in Aleppo.
In Shawwal 711/February 1312, while Qarasunqur made his way to Mecca for
the hajj, he managed to escape once more from another capture attempt by al-
Nasir Muhammad, and received asylum from the Syrian Bedouin chieftain Tsa
ibn Muhanna.*

Qarasunqur now contacted Aqush al-Afram so that the latter would join him
in defecting to the Mongols. Aqash, who was appointed governor of Tripoli after
the death of Bahadur al-Hajj, realized that if he did not act in time his end would
be like that of most of the other Mansuri amirs who lead the “anti-Nasirite” co-
alition, such as his close friend Baybars al-Jashnakir and Salar. Hence, Aqash
al-Afram together with his father-in-law Aydamur al-Zaradkash fled to ‘Is4 ibn
Muhanna, too, and joined Qarasunqur on his way to the Mongols. The Mansuri
amirs received a warm and honorable welcome from Ilkhan Oljeitii, who—ac-
cording to the Mamluk sources—gave Qarasunqur the district of al-Maraghah
in Azerbaijan as an iqta‘, Hamadhan district to Aqash al-Afram, and Nahawand
to Aydamur al-Zaradkash.* Al-Nasir Muhammad continued with his attempts to

®Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:27; al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:93; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:94; idem, Waffi,
24:217-18.

' Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:94.

321bid, 2:108-9; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujim, 9:30-31; al-Safadi, A“yan, 4:94; idem, Wafi, 24:218; Bay-
bars al-Mansuri, Al-Tuhfah, 235; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:219.

¥0n Qarasunqur and Aqush al-Afram, see al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:110, 115; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-
Nujam, 9:31-33; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:185. On Aydamur al-Zaradkash, see al-Safadi, A‘yan,
4:95. On the warm welcome and the high position they received from the Ilkhan, see Ibn al-

©2015 by Amir Mazor.
BY DOI: 10.6082/M1Z.03695. (https://doi.org/10.6082/M1Z.03695)

DOI of Vol. XVIII: 10.6082/M1CR5RFN. See https://doi.org/10.6082/RSZY-X709 to download the full volume or
individual articles. This work is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
(CC-BY). See http:/mamluk.uchicago.edu/msr.html for more information about copyright and open access.



MAMLUK STUDIES REVIEW Vor. 18, 2014-15 9

murder Qarasunqur and Aqush al-Afram. He dispatched assassins to the Ilkha-
nid territories who failed in their mission again and again, and the two Mansiri
amirs died of old age in the Ilkhanid territories.*

The defection of Qarasunqur and Aqush al-Afram caused al-Nasir Muhammad
to start an unprecedented wave of arrests: no less than fifteen high-ranking
Manstri amirs were captured in Rabi® II 712/August 1312, due to the sultan’s
suspecting them of collaboration with the defectors. These Manstri amirs were:
Aqush al-Ashrafi, Baybars al-Manstri, Sunqur al-Kamali, L3ajin al-Jashnakir
(Zirbaj), Baynajar al-Mansiri, al-Dukuz al-Ashrafi, Mughultay al-Mas‘adi, Bay-
bars al-‘Alami, Baybars al-Majntn, Sanjar al-Barwani, Taghan al-Mansiuri, Bay-
bars al-Taji, Baybars al-<Ala’1, Baktat al-Qarmani, and Kashli.*® These captured
amirs were imprisoned in several jails, mainly in Cairo, Kerak, and Alexandria.
Six of them died in prison: Baybars al-‘Ala’i, Baybars al-T4ji, Baynajar al-Mansuri,
Sunqur al-Kamali, al-Dukuz al-Silahdar al-Ashrafi, and Baybars al-Majnan.*

Dawadari, Kanz, 9:230, 233, 268-70. On the protection they received from the Bedouin chieftain
before their defection, see Joseph Drory, “The Role of Bant Fadl in Fourteenth Century Northern
Syria,” in Egypt and Syria in the Fatimid, Ayyubid and Mamluk Eras V, Proceedings of the 11th, 12th
and 13th International Colloquium, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, May 2002, 2003, and 2004,
ed. Urbain Vermeulen and Kristof D’Hulster (Leuven, 2007), 478-79.

*Qarasunqur died, according to most of the sources, in al-Maraghah in 728/1328; see al-Safadi,
A‘yan, 4:89; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 9:48; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujum, 9:273-74; al-Maqrizi,
Sulik, 2:305. Al-Magqrizi and Ibn Taghribirdi, however, mention Qarasunqur also among the peo-
ple who died in 741/1340-41; see al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:554; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:326. Ac-
cording to these sources, Qarasunqur captured and killed no less than one hundred twenty-four
assassins sent by al-Nasir Muhammad; see al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:143, 207, 554-58; Ibn Taghribirdi,
Al-Nujim, 9:273-74; idem, Al-Manhal, 9:48; al-Safadi, Wafi, 24:220; Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:59. The
data concerning Aqush al-Afram is also confusing, since he too died far away from the territo-
ries of the sultanate. Al-Safadi mentions that Aqish had a stroke in 714/1314 and lived like that
until his death after the year 720/1320 (A‘yan, 1:571, 569; Wafi, 9:334). According to Ibn Hajar al-
‘Asqalani, Aqush had a stroke after 720/1320 (Durar, 1:398). Ibn Taghribirdi mentions that Aqash
died as a result of his stroke, in 720/1320 or 716/1316-17 (Al-Manhal, 3:13). According to al-Suqa‘i,
the news of Aqush’s death reached the sultanate in 717/1317; see Fadl Allah al-Suqa‘, Tali Kitab
Wafayat al-A‘yan, ed. and tr. Jacqueline Sublet (Damascus, 1974), 180. Al-Maqrizi mentions that
Aqush died in Muharram 716/April 1316 in Hamadan (Sulitk, 2:167) and that his stroke and death
were in 714/1314-15 (Al-Mugqaffa, 2:236, 245); Ibn Taghribirdi mentions too that Aqish died in this
year, but in al-Maraghah (Al-Nujim, 9:237).

%Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujium, 9:33-34; al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:117-19; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:196-97,
al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:77-78; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:243.

*Baybars al-‘Ala’1, who served as governor of Homs, died in Kerak in 712/1312; see Ibn Hajar, Du-
rar, 1:509. Baynajar died in 716/1316; see Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:471; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:168. Sunqur al-
Kamali and al-Dukuz al-Ashrafi died in the Cairo citadel in 718/1318; see al-Maqrizi, Sulitk, 2:189.
Baybars al-Majntn died in 715/1315, 716/1316, or after 718/1318. Al-Maqrizi mentions Baybars
al-Majnin among the amirs who were executed by strangling by order of al-Nasir Muhammad
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The year 712/1312, therefore, may be considered as the watershed after which
the Mansuariyah’s power was significantly weakened.” Six to nine Manstri amirs
were arrested after 712/1312 and it seems that this was due to minor political dis-
agreements, especially with the governor of Syria, Tankiz. In Ramadan 713/De-
cember 1313 al-Nasir Muhammad imprisoned Aybak al-Rimi due to a disagree-
ment between the latter and Aydughdi Shuqayr, al-Nasir Muhammad’s confidant.
Aybak is not mentioned in the sources anymore, so it is probable that he died
in prison.* In 714/1314 Balaban al-Shamsi was arrested because of his miscon-
duct as the amir al-hajj.* In the same year the governor of Safad, Balaban Turna,
was arrested, after demonstrating his dissatisfaction with the fact that the sultan
had empowered Tankiz as the supreme governor of all the districts of Syria.* In
715/1315-16 al-Nasir Muhammad arrested two other high-ranking Mansuri amirs,
Bahadur As and Tamur al-Saqi, the governor of Tripoli. The first was arrested due
to a disagreement with Tankiz.* In 720/1320 Sanjar al-Jawli, the governor of Gaza,
was arrested too, also as a result of a disagreement with Tankiz.* In Ramadan
722/September 1322 Baktamur al-Abu Bakri was arrested after refusing to leave
Cairo for Safad. He died in prison in Sha‘ban 728/June 1328.#

Three other Mansuri amirs were arrested by al-Nasir Muhammad during his
third reign: Tughji al-Mansuri, who was one of the prominent Burji amirs, died

in 716/1316 (Suliik, 2:168). However, the same historian mentions shortly after that this amir was
among the amirs whose prison conditions in the citadel tower were worsened; see al-Maqrizi,
Suliik, 2:183. According to al-Safadi, Baybars al-Majnin died in Rabi‘ I 715/June 1315 (Ayan, 2:76).
Baybars al-T4ji probably died in his prison too, since he is not mentioned in the sources anymore.
All the other amirs who were captured were released after shorter or longer jail periods, as I
discuss in 1.1.2 below.

¥See also the opinion of Reuven Amitai, “Military Elite,” 156, 159.

% Aybak al-Rimi was captured together with his close friend (khushdash) from the Burjiyah,
Baybars al-Ahmadi. However, the latter was released immediately and continued to serve as
a high-ranking amir until his death from old age in 746/1345-46; see Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 160;
al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:128; David Ayalon, “Bahri Mamlaks, Burji Mamluks—Inadequate Names for
the Two Reigns of the Mamlak Sultanate,” Tarih 1 (1990): 38. See section 1.2 below for more on
Baybars al-Ahmadi’s career.

¥ Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:212; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:136.

“ Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:137. Balaban Turna was appointed as governor of Safad in Jumada I 712/
September 1312; see Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 149; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:199. He is not mentioned
explicitly as Mansuri, but he is mentioned together with other Mansuri amirs; see al-Magqrizi,
Sulik, 2:168.

1 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:144; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujum, 9:41; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:107-8; Ibn Hajar,
Durar, 1:497. On Bahadur’s disagreement with Tankiz, see Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:166.

#2 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 2:469; idem, Wafi, 15:483.

# Al-Safadi, Ayan, 1:701-2; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:238.
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in prison in 738/1337-38;* Balaban al-Anqawi al-Zarraq al-Mansuri, who died in
732/1332 after his release from prison, when he was over seventy;* and Aydamur
al-Yanusi, who was released in 735/1335.4

To sum up: forty-six prominent Mansuri amirs were arrested during al-Nasir
Muhammad’s third reign, about forty of them during the first three years of his
rule. However, during these three years, only eighteen amirs were executed af-
ter their arrest or died in jail. Among the nine amirs who were arrested be-
tween 712/1312 and 722/1322, only three died in al-Nasir Muhammad’s prison.
Three other amirs were forced to escape to the Ilkhanid Mongols. Thus, we may
conclude that out of the forty-six amirs who were arrested, twenty-two amirs
were executed or died in prison. The other twenty-four amirs were released after
being imprisoned (discussed below). Three other amirs defected to the Ilkhanid
Mongols.

1.1.2. The Amirs Who Were Arrested

The jail periods of the twenty-four prominent Mansuri amirs who were arrested
during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign stretched from a few months to twenty-
six years. In what follows, I briefly discuss the jail periods and careers of these
Mansiri amirs, in addition to their attitude toward al-Nasir Muhammad.

1. Tashtamur al-Jumaqdar (Burji) was imprisoned in Rabi‘ I 710/August 1310 but
released together with other Burji amirs already in 711/1311.# Tashtamur is
not mentioned in the sources after his release, so it is reasonable to assume
that he continued as an amir like Aydamur al-Khatiri, who was released
together with him (see below).

2. Baktat al-Qarmani (Burji) was arrested for the first time in Rabi‘ II 712/
August 1312, as mentioned above, but probably stayed in jail for a short
period since already at the beginning of 713/May 1313 he was dispatched
to al-Rahbah as governor, after serving as shadd al-dawawin in Damascus.*
Baktut was arrested again in 726/1326 as a result of a disagreement with
Tankiz, and was released in 734/1333.* Until his second arrest he held sev-
eral important offices, like kashif al-qila“ al-shamiyah (supervisor of the for-

#Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:317; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:457.

® Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:49-50; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:494. See section 1.1.2 below.

* Al-Magqrizi, Suliik, 2:387; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:393. See section 1.1.2 below.

¥ Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 152; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:211.

8 Al-Magqrizi, Suliik, 2:123.

“Musa ibn Muhammad ibn Yahy4 al-Yasufi, Nuzhat al-Nazir fi Sirat al-Malik al-Nasir, ed. Ahmad
Hutayt (Beirut, 1986), 191; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:272, 371.
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tresses in Syria), shadd al-dawawin and ustadar in Damascus, governor of
Homs, amir in Damascus, and shadd in Tripoli. After his release in 734/1333,
Baktut again became amir tablkhanah in Damascus, probably until his death
as a result of the epidemic of 749/1348-49.>° Baktut al-Qarmani served in all
these positions despite being one of the associates of Baybars al-Jashnakir.
Baktut received an amirate at the beginning of the joint rule of Baybars al-
Jashnakir and Salar, and during the conflict between Baybars al-Jashnakir
and al-Nasir Muhammad he was sent by the former to capture Nughay al-
Jamdar, who started the wave of defection to al-Nasir Muhammad’s side.*

3. Aydamur al-Khatiri (Burji) was arrested during the wave of arrests in
Shawwal 709/March 1310. However, he was released less than two years
later and became one of the most prominent amirs in the Mamluk Sultan-
ate. He was the amir of one hundred twenty mamluks, and one of the con-
sultant (mashiurah) amirs of the sultan.® In 715/1315 Aydamur was among
the amirs who took part in al-Nasir Muhammad’s rawk reform.* In 732/1332
he was amir al-hajj and he died five years later in 737/1337.* Aydamur al-
Khatiri was one of the main supporters of Baybars al-Jashnakir and only in
the last stages of the conflict was he forced to move to the side of al-Nasir
Muhammad.®

4. Bahadur As was the governor of Safad and in 712/1312 became amir in Da-
mascus.* He was imprisoned in 715/1315, as mentioned above, as a result of
a disagreement with Tankiz. However, he was released two years later, and
immediately was made amir tablkhanah in Damascus by the sultan.”” Later
he became amir of one hundred until his natural death in Damascus in

% Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:87, 105, 183, 192, 793; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:182; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:717,
3:720; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:489-90; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:237; Ayalon, “Bahri Mamluks,
Burji Mamlaks,” 38.

' Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 1:873; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujium, 8:251.

2Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:660; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 3:181; idem, Al-Nujum, 9:312. On the
mashurah amirs, see Holt, “The Structure of Government in the Mamluk Sultanate,” in The East-
ern Mediterranean Lands in the Period of the Crusades, ed. P. M. Holt (Warminster, 1977), 44-61; Van
Steenbergen, “Mamluk Elite,” 187, n. 65.

3 Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:146.

Tbid, 2:351, 426; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:366; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:312; Ayalon, “Bahri
Mamlaks, Burji Mamlaks,” 38; Clifford, “State Formation,” 252-53. Clifford mentions that
Aydamur was governor of Damascus in 712/1312, but I did not find this in the sources.

> Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:78, Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 8:272.
% Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:199.
7 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:172, Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujum, 9:41.
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730/1329.® According to Ibn Kathir, Aydamur was ra’s maymanat al-sham
and one of the most senior amirs in Damascus.” Bahadur As is usually
mentioned as one of the supporters of al-Nasir Muhammad. When Baybars
al-Jashnakir was crowned sultan, Bahadur refused, at first, to swear alle-
giance to him.* Later he assisted al-Nasir Muhammad to enlarge his circle
of supporters by secretly swearing the amirs to the latter.” Bahadur As,
together with Baybars al-Mansuri, suggested to Baybars al-Jashnakir that
he leave Cairo and renounce his rule as sultan for al-Nasir Muhammad.*
Later, these two Mansuri amirs captured Baybars al-Jashnakir for al-Nasir
Muhammad.®

5. Aqush al-Mansuri was imprisoned by al-Nasir Muhammad for three years,
710-13/1310-13, and after his release he was made an amir. In 719/1319 al-
Nasir Muhammad made him amir tablkhanah and he was dispatched to-
gether with other amirs to defeat the Bedouins in ‘Aydhab.* In 724/1324 he
was sent out, probably from Cairo, to serve as amir in Damascus or Aleppo.
He died three years later.” Aqash was in prison during the conflict with
Baybars al-Jashnakir, probably because of his involvement in the murder of
Sanjar al-Shuja‘ in 693/1294.¢

6. Aqush al-Ashrafi was in prison from Rabi‘ II 712/August 1312 until Rajab
715/October 1315.¢ Before his arrest and after, he gained a high and honor-
able position in the sultanate. He is mentioned as the only amir for whom
al-Nasir Muhammad stood up out of respect.*® From Jumada II 711/October

8 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:56; al-Maqrizi, Sulitk, 2:326.

*Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:120.

Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 8:236.

' Al-Safadi, Wafi, 10:297; idem, A“yan, 2:56-57; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 8:245-46.

2Jbn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 2:270; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:70.

%See n. 12 above.

64Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 160.

%Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:400; Zetterstéen, Beitrdage, 174; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:257; idem, Al-Mugqaffa,
2:274.

% Aqash al-Mansuri is probably to be identified with the amir of the same name who (or whose
mamluks) murdered al-Shuja‘i; see Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahim Ibn al-Furat, Tarikh al-Duwal
wa-al-Muluk, ed. Qustantin Zurayq (Beirut, 1942), 8:182; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 31:276; Baybars al-
Mansuri, Zubdah, 302; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 8:46; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:78.

7 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:578; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:395.

%Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:378; al-Safadi, Wafi, 9:336; idem, A‘yan, 1:578; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Man-
hal, 3:27.
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1311 until his arrest he was governor of Damascus.® Right after his release
he was made an amir of one hundred twenty.” In 721/1321 he was the com-
mander of the Mamluk force that defeated the Armenians in Ayas.” He is
mentioned as a commander also in the following year.” In 723/1323 he was
appointed as the manager of the hospital (bimaristan) in Cairo.” In 727/1327
he was the amir al-hajj of Egypt.” In Muharram 734/September 1333, howev-
er, he was exiled from Cairo and appointed governor of Tripoli.” Aqash al-
Ashrafi was arrested in Jumada II 735/January 1335 and died in prison less
than a year later, in Jumada I 736/December 1335.” He was not executed but
died as the result of an accident.” Aquash was one of the most loyal amirs
(khawass) of Baybars al-Jashnakir. When al-Nasir Muhammad arrived in
Kerak in 708/1309 he expelled Aqush since he tried to restrict the property
of the former.” Baybars al-Jashnakir relied on Aqush al-Ashrafi during his
conflict with al-Nasir Muhammad, and it was only in the last stage, when al-
Jashnakir’s defeat was clear, that Aqash al-Ashrafi was forced to leave him
and to join the supporters of al-Nasir Muhammad.” Later, when al-Nasir
Muhammad made his way to Cairo as the new sultan, Aqush, together with
Burji amirs, planned to murder him.* However, Aqash al-Ashrafi is also
mentioned as the one who fulfilled all the orders of al-Nasir Muhammad
already when the latter was exiled to Kerak in 697/1297.

7. Baybars al-Mansuri was arrested and held in Alexandria for five years, from
Rabi* II 712/August 1312 to Jumada I 717/July 1317. After his release he gained
a high position in the sultanate until his death in Ramadan 725/August 1325.
Baybars al-Mansuri became amir of one hundred and ra’s al-maysarah.* Be-

%Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujam, 9:30; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:105; al-Safadi, Ayan, 9:336.

"0 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:144, 159; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:232; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 9:336.
' Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:229.

2Ibid., 2:236.

1bid., 2:247.

"1bid., 2:290.

51bid., 2:371; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:378.

7 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:405; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujium, 9:310.

""Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 3:30; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:581.

# Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:139; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 3:469.

7Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujam, 8:264, 9:4; al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:66.

8 Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:73.

81 Al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 1:832-33; Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 314; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 31:331.
#]bn Hajar, Durar, 1:509-10; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:252; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:172.
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fore his arrest he served as dawadar and as na’ib al-saltanah for about a year.*
Baybars al-Mansiiri tried to stay away from political conflicts. At the begin-
ning of the conflict between Baybars al-Jashnakir and al-Nasir Muhammad,
it seems he was neutral. Later he inclined to al-Nasir Muhammad’s side,
when the latter’s power was strengthened. When it became clear that Bay-
bars al-Jashnakir was going to lose, Baybars al-Manstri advised the sultan
to abdicate in favor of al-Nasir Muhammad. Afterward, as mentioned above,
Baybars al-Mansuri captured Baybars al-Jashnakir, Salar, and others, on the
orders of al-Nasir Muhammad.

8. Qijmas (Bashshash)* al-Jakandar (Burji) was among the amirs who were
captured right after al-Nasir Muhammad’s arrival in Cairo, in Shawwal 709/
March 1310. He was released five and a half years later, in Rabi‘ II 715/July
1315, and made amir tablkhanah.® In 734/1334 he was appointed governor of
Homs and died in the same year.* Qijmas was one of the greatest support-
ers and associates of Baybars al-Jashnakir and was loyal to him until the
last stages of his conflict with al-Nasir Muhammad.¥

9. Mankubars (or Baybars) al-Mansuri was arrested together with Qijmas and
other confidants of Baybars al-Jashnakir. It is not mentioned when he was
released, but he died in 718/1318, probably as the governor of ‘Ajlin. He is
mentioned as one of the veteran Mansuri amirs who gained a high position
in the sultanate.®

10. Taghan al-Mansuri was arrested in the big wave of arrests in Rabi‘ I 712/Au-
gust 1312. He was released in Safar 720/March 1320.* Al-Nasir Muhammad
made him amir of ten and sent him to Safad, where he held the office of
na’ib al-qal‘ah until his death in 724/1324. Before his arrest he was shadd al-
dawawin and ustadar in Damascus.”

8 Al-Maqrizi, Sulitk, 2:103; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujiam, 9:30. For Baybars’ self-testimony, see Bay-
bars al-Mansuri, Al-Tuhfah, 228.

84See n. 9 above.

% Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:222; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:144; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 9:41.

% Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:371, 377; Ayalon, “Bahri Mamliks, Burji Mamlaks,” 38.

¥“Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 8:261, 271; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:64, 71.

%Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujum, 9:243; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 76, 189. Al-Magqrizi mentions this amir as
Baybars, whereas Ibn Taghribirdi refers to him as Mankubars.

% Al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:202; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:623.

®Al-Suqa‘, Tali, 193; al-Safadi, Ayan, 2:623; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:27; al-Maqrizi, Sulik,
2:94, 100. According to Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taghan stayed in his prison in Kerak until his
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11. Sanjar al-Barwani was arrested and held, according to most of the sourc-
es, from Rabi‘ II 712/August 1312 to Safar 720/March 1320, like Taghan al-
Mansuri.” According to Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, however, he was released
only in 727/1327 and appointed as amir tablkhanah in Cairo until his death
in 731/1331.*

12.Sanjar al-Jawli was arrested only in 720/1320 as a result of a disagreement
with Tankiz, the governor of Damascus.” In 726/1326 he was transferred
to prison in Alexandria and a year later to a more comfortable imprison-
ment in one of the towers of the Cairo citadel.” In Dha al-Hijjah 728/Sep-
tember 1328 he was released after eight years and three months.” Al-Nasir
Muhammad appointed him government of Gaza from Jumada I 711/October
1311 until his arrest nine years later. The sultan added several other places
in Palestine under his supervision and gave him a vast igta“* In 713/1313 he
was sent to Syria to assist the sultan in his rawk reform.” Four years later
al-Jawli is mentioned as a commander of a Mamluk force that besieged a
Bedouin force near Jerusalem.® After his release at the end of 728/1328 he
gained an even higher position than he had before his arrest. At the begin-
ning he was amir tablkhanah, but soon he became amir of one hundred and
one of the consultant amirs (mashurah) of the sultan.” In 732/1332 he was
among the amirs who performed the hajj pilgrimage with the sultan. Ac-
cording to al-Magqrizi, he was then an amir tablkhanah. Ibn al-Dawadari,
however, mentions him among the amirs of one hundred. During this de-
cade Sanjar al-Jawli was appointed as the nazir of the Maristan hospital in
Cairo." In 741/1341, the year of al-Nasir Muhammad’s death, Sanjar is still

death after 720/1320 (Durar, 2:228). Taghan was arrested for a very short time before 712/1312; see
Baybars al-Mansuri, Al-Tuhfah, 223-24; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 2:228.

1 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:202; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:318; Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 170.

°?Ibn Hajar, Durar, 2:173; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:338.

%See n. 42 above.

** Al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:274, 286.

*Ibid, 2:209, 299, 304; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:90; Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:78.

% Al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:101; Baybars al-Mansuri, Al-Tuhfah, 227. Al-Safadi mentions that Sanjar al-
Jawli was also the governor of Jerusalem, Hebron, Nablus, Qaqun, Lod, and Ramla (Wafi, 15:483).
°7 Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:127; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:36.

% Al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:176.

% Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:469; idem, Wafi, 15:483; al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:274.

100 Al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:352; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:366.

1 Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:420.
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mentioned as one of the senior mashiurah amirs."” He continued his career
after al-Nasir Muhammad’s death. In 743/1343 he was appointed governor of
Homs for three months, later as the governor of Gaza for a similar period,
and then he returned to his senior amirate in Cairo." Sanjar al-Jawli held
other offices until he was murdered in Ramadan 745/January 1345."

Sanjar al-Jawli’s political inclinations are puzzling. On the one hand,
Sanjar is mentioned as a close associate of al-Nasir Muhammad. He served
as al-Nasir Muhammad’s ustadar during his second reign and took care of
all his interests.” As described above, al-Nasir Muhammad also sent San-
jar to persuade Salar to come to Cairo, where he was executed. He even
brought Salar’s extensive property from his house to the sultan’s treasury.
On the other hand, there are several testimonies that Sanjar al-Jawli was
an opponent of al-Nasir Muhammad. First, Sanjar was Salar’s closest friend
and he served Salar’s mamluks, Kitbugha and Butkhas. Second, Aqush
al-Afram, the governor of Damascus, had used Sanjar to prevent al-Nasir
Muhammad from entering Damascus. And finally, Sanjar only joined al-
Nasir Muhammad’s coalition at a late stage, after Aqash al-Afram had es-
caped from Damascus.” It seems, therefore, that Sanjar al-Jawli was an as-
sociate of both al-Nasir Muhammad and Salar, he maneuvered between the
two, and in the end he sided with al-Nasir Muhammad in order to protect
his life and position. Sanjar, however, is mentioned as the one who washed
the dead bodies of both al-Nasir Muhammad and Salar.*

13. Aydamur al-Yanusi (Burji) was arrested and held for a long period that
probably exceeded eight years, though it is not mentioned when he was
imprisoned. In 727/1327 he was transferred with other amirs from Alexan-
dria to Cairo, where he was imprisoned in al-jubb (the pit) jail.*> Aydamur
was released in Rajab 735/March 1335 together with other amirs and was
made amir in Tripoli."* His death year is not mentioned. Aydamur was a

12Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:164.

15 Al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:620; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:469; idem, Wafi, 15:483.

1 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 2:468; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:674.

1%Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 6:75; al-Safadi, Wafi, 15:472; idem, A‘yan, 2:468.

Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:17.

97Tbn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 8:261, 265. About Sanjar al-Jawli’s service to Kitbugha and his mam-
luk, see al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:674.

%Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:18-19; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 2:171.

1 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:286.

0Tbid., 2:387; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:393.
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supporter of Baybars al-Jashnakir and was one of his associates from the
Burjiyah.™

14. Mughultay al-Ba‘li (Burji) was arrested and held for about ten years, from
709/1310 to 720/1320. His death year is not mentioned. He was a confidant
of Baybars al-Jashnakir. When the latter became sultan, he sent Mughultay
to Kerak in order to take the property that al-Nasir Muhammad took with
him."

15. Balaban al-Shamsiwasarrested only in 714/1314. He was released in 725/1325 '
and served as amir in Damascus and Aleppo until his death in 745/1345."

16. Balaban Turna was also arrested in 714/1314, as a result of a dispute with
Tankiz. He was released in Sha‘ban 726/July 1326, and made amir tablkhanah
in Damascus and later amir of one hundred. He was one of Tankiz’s associ-
ates, and died in Damascus in Rabi‘ I 734/November 1333.15

17. Lajin Zirbaj al-Jashnakir al-“Umari al-Mansuri was arrested during the wave
of arrests in Rabi‘ I 712/August 1312 and released at the end of 728/October
1328, after more than sixteen years."* He died three years later, in Safar 731/
November 1330 as a result of the plague in Cairo."” Lajin Zirbaj was one of
Baybars al-Jashnakir’s loyal associates. He took the army’s allegiance to the
sultan after the caliph crowned Baybars al-Jashnakir as sultan for the sec-
ond time, during the conflict with al-Nasir Muhammad."* Until his arrest
he was one of the senior amirs."”

"Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 406; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 8:235-36.

12 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 5:125; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 4:355.

13 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:264, 269.

14Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:494; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 10:115; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:675.

Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:494; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:45; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:377; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujum,
9:304. According to Ibn al-Dawadari, after his release, Balaban Turna was sent to Aleppo as an
amir (Kanz, 9:320). Al-Magqrizi, contradicting all other sources including himself (Suluik, 10:115),
mentions Balaban Turna among the amirs who were executed in 716/1316 (Sulik, 2:168).

116 Al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:298; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:180; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:271. While al-Maqrizi men-
tions that in Rajab 727/May 1327 Lajin Zirbaj was transferred to al-jubb prison in the Cairo citadel
(Suluik, 2:286), according to al-Yusufi, Lajin was released in this year (Nuzhat al-Nazir, 234).

"Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:358; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:271; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:338.
8Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 406; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujim, 8:223.
"Baybars al-Mansuri, Al-Tuhfah, 231, 235.
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18. Mughultay al-Mas‘adi (Burji) was imprisoned for twenty years, from Rabi
IT 712/August 1312 to 732/1332. He died two months after his release.® Be-
fore his arrest he was amir of one hundred and one of the senior amirs in
the sultanate.’® Mughultay was probably one of the Burji amirs who were
loyal to Baybars al-Jashnakir. However, according to Baybars al-Mansuri,
Mughultay deliberately delayed pursuing Nughay al-Jamdar and the oth-
er amirs who defected to Kerak, in order to save the sultanate of al-Nasir
Muhammad.

19. Tamur al-Saqi was also imprisoned for twenty years, from Rabi‘ II 715/July
1315 to 735/1335.12 After his release he was battal in Damascus, and later
he was made amir tablkhanah and amir of one hundred. He was among the
honorable khassakiyah amirs of al-Nasir Muhammad. He died in Cairo in
743/1343.'> Before his arrest he was governor of Homs and in 711/1311 he is
mentioned as one of the senior amirs in the sultanate.'” In Rabi‘ I 712/July
1312 he was appointed governor of Tripoli.** Tamur al-Saqi is not mentioned
as supporting either al-Nasir Muhammad or Baybars al-Jashnakir. Howev-
er, when al-Nasir Muhammad entered Damascus, Tamur arrived there with
the army of Homs to welcome him.'?” He was the head of the mugaddamah
that marched in front of al-Nasir Muhammad on his way to Cairo.®

20.Baybars al-“Alami was one of the senior Burji amirs. He was arrested al-
ready in 709/1310.' However, he was released shortly thereafter and was
arrested again during the big wave of arrests in Rabi‘ 712/August 1312. This
time he stayed in prison for about twenty-three years until his release in

120 Al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:351, 355.

“1bid., 2:54; Baybars al-Mansari, Al-Tuhfah, 231.

22Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 414; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujim, 8:250.

1 Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:378; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:108; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:519. According to Ibn al-
Dawadari, Tamur al-Saqi was arrested in 714/1314 (Kanz, 9:283, 293).

124 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:108; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:519. Ibn Taghribirdi and al-Maqrizi mention that
Tamur al-Saqi died at the end of 742/May 1342 (Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 10:77; al-Maqrizi,
Suliik, 2:616).

“Baybars al-Mansuari, Al-Tuhfah, 231.

126 Al-Maqrizi, Sulitk, 2:118; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:34; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:243; al-
Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:195.

“Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 8:268; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:68-69; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:152.
%Baybars al-Mansuri, Al-Tuhfah, 201.

1% Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:84.
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735/1335."* Baybars al-Alami moved to al-Nasir Muhammad’s side during
the latter’s first attempt to enter Damascus.

21.Kashli was also imprisoned from 712/1312 to 735/1335."*2 Though he is not
mentioned explicitly as a mamluk of Qalawan, he was arrested together
with several other Manstiri amirs in 712/1312." It is reasonable to assume
that Kashli was made amir again after his release, like all of his friends.
Indeed, he might be identified with the amir named Kashli (which is not
a common name) who is mentioned as the wali of Qus who died there in
740/1339.1

22.Balat al-Jokandar (Burji) was imprisoned for about twenty-five years, from
Shawwal 709/March 1310 to Rajab 735/June 1335. After his release he be-
came amir in Tripoli.”” Balat was one of Baybars al-Jashnakir’s greatest
supporters.™

23.Balaban (or: Turuntay) al-Muhammadi was arrested and held for a similar
period to Balat, from 711/1311 to 737/1337, and after his release also became
an amir (of ten) in Tripoli. Later he served as amir in Damascus until his
death in 745/1345.¥

24.Balaban (or: Baybars) al‘Anqawi was arrested by al-Nasir Muhammad and
released, probably close to his death, in Ramadan 732/May 1332. He was
amir tablkhanah in Damascus. 3

0 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:108; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:393; al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:84, 378. Al-Maqrizi
mentions Baybars al-Alami’s name among the amirs who were executed in 716/1316 (Suliik,
2:168), though the same author mentions in the same source that in 727/1327 Baybars al-Alami
was among the amirs who were moved later to the al-jubb prison in the Cairo citadel (Sultk,
2:286).

51 Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:150.

12 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 2:108; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:393.

135 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:77-78.

B4Shams al-Din al-Shuja‘i, Tarikh al-Malik al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawun al-Salihi wa-Awladihi,
ed. B. Schifer (Wiesbaden, 1977), 90.

135 Al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:378; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:393.

B¢Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 406; al-Maqrizi, Sulitk, 2:46; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 8:235, 251.
37See n. 11 above; al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:418, 675; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 10:115.

B8See n. 45 above.
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Conclusions

The data detailed above, though not complete, shows that twelve out of the twen-
ty-four Mansiri amirs who were arrested but not executed were released after
relatively short periods that did not exceed eight years. Most of the other twelve
amirs stayed in jail for longer periods, some of which lasted for twenty years or
more. After their release, however, al-Nasir Muhammad made most—if not all—of
them amirs. Seven of them were made amirs of one hundred and at least four
became amirs tablkhanah. Geographically, seven served in Cairo while eleven
served in Syria. And eight belonged to the elite of the Burjiyah.

In many cases, it is hard to find a correlation between the attitude of al-Nasir
Muhammad toward the Manstri amirs and their loyalty to him during his con-
flict with Baybars al-Jashnakir. Although al-Nasir Muhammad hastened to elimi-
nate his most bitter enemies—mainly the former sultan and his viceroy, Baybars
al-Jashnakir and Salar—other amirs who were close associates of these two con-
tinued to serve as high-ranking amirs. For example, the eight or nine high-rank-
ing Burji amirs who were arrested, and were the biggest supporters of Baybars al-
Jashnakir, were not all kept in jail for long periods. Burji amirs who fought against
al-Nasir Muhammad, like Aydamur al-Khatiri, Baktat al-Qarmani, Qijmas, and
Aqush al-Ashrafi, were detained for relatively short periods, and after their re-
lease were made amirs tablkhanah and even amirs of one hundred. On the other
hand, a Burji amir like Baybars al-Alami who moved to al-Nasir Muhammad’s
side at an early stage was imprisoned for more than twenty years. Other Mansuri
amirs who supported al-Nasir Muhammad, like Baybars al-Majntn and Baybars
al-‘Ala’1, died in prison. Similarly, al-Nasir Muhammad persecuted Qarasunqur,
who led the coalition that resisted sultan Baybars al-Jashnakir.

1.2. The Mansiiriyah Amirs Who Were Neither Arrested nor Put
to Death

Alongside the amirs who were executed, died in prison, or arrested, other Mansuri
amirs were not imprisoned at all during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. In
what follows, I will discuss these amirs and their careers.#

®Baybars al-Majnan, Baybars al-<Ala’i, and Baybars al-Alami joined al-Nasir Muhammad’s
ranks during his first attempt to go out from Kerak to Damascus; see al-Nuwayri, Nihayah,
32:152; Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 140. Later, these two amirs planned to attack Aquash al-Afram, who
was Baybars al-Jashnakir’s close confidant and the governor of Damascus, and this plan forced
al-Afram to leave Damascus for al-Nasir Muhammad; see Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 2:265; al-
Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:67.

T do not discuss here four amirs who are mentioned originally as mamluks of Qalawan but
were moved to the service of al-Nasir Muhammad when they were very young: Altunbugha al-
Salihi al-Nasiri, Aruqtay al-Hajj, Aytmish al-Muhammadi, and Arghtn al-Dawadar.
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1. Qibjaq served one year as the governor of Aleppo until his death from a
disease in Jumada I 710/September 1310.'

2. Aqush al-Mawsili (known as: gattal al-sab‘) died in Rajab 710/November 1310
when he was amir of one hundred.*

3. Aqjuba al-Mansiuri died in Rabi‘ II 710/September 1310. He served as gover-
nor of Damascus and Gaza, shadd al-dawawin, and ustadar in Damascus. It
seems that he continued to serve as shadd in Damascus until his death.

4. Qaralajin was amir of one hundred in Egypt. In Dha al-Hijjah 709/April
710, al-Nasir Muhammad continued his appointment as amir majlis. Later,
Qaralajin was appointed ustadar until his death in Sha‘ban 715/November
1315. In 711/1311 he is mentioned among the most senior amirs in Egypt. In
the same year he was one of the amirs of one hundred who were sent to
fight against the Mongols who planned to attack Syria. In his death year he
held the igta‘ of an amir of one hundred twenty horsemen.

5. Almalik' managed to recommend himself to al-Nasir Muhammad already
when he served as a messenger between al-Nasir Muhammad in Kerak and
Sultan Baybars al-Jashnakir in Cairo. Almalik became amir of one hundred
and a member of the sultan’s khassakiyah during al-Nasir Muhammad’s
third reign. In 732/1332 Almalik was one of the amirs who accompa-
nied the sultan on the hajj pilgrimage.'” In 741/1341, the year of al-Nasir
Muhammad’s death, Almalik was one of the senior consultant amirs."* Af-
ter al-Nasir Muhammad’s death, in 744/1343, Almalik was appointed as
na’ib al-saltanah. He died in 747/1346—47.%

“Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 9:216.

42 Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:172; al-Safadi, Wafi, 9:335; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:96; Amitai, “Military
Elite,” 153.

3 Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:173.

144 Al-Magqrizi, Suliik, 2:159; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujium, 9:232; Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 148, 152; Bay-
bars al-Mansuri, Al-Tuhfah, 235.

145 Almalik was among the prisoners of the Abulustayn battle (675/1277). Qalawiin gave him to his
son al-Salih ‘Ali. It is reasonable to assume that he moved to the ranks of the Mansuriyah after
‘Ali died in 687/1288; see Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:411.

14¢Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:411; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 3:85.
" Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:351.

148Tbn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:164.

1bid., 10:87; al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:640, 723.
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6. Sanjar al-Jumaqdar (or al-Bashmaqdar) (Burji) served as amir of one hun-
dred and belonged to the consultant amirs (mashurah) of the sultan. He is
mentioned as one of the amirs of one hundred who commanded the Mam-
luk raids on Cilicia in 714/1314 and in 722/1322. After the death of Bahadur
As in 730/1329, Sanjar was transferred from Cairo to Damascus and received
Bahadur’s igta‘, which was the igta‘ of an amir of one hundred. Sanjar con-
tinued to serve as amir in Damascus until his death of old age in 745/1345.%°

7. Qulli al-Silahdar (Burji) was amir of one hundred from the beginning of
al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign, a position he seems to have held until
his death in 717/1317. He was one of the high-ranking amirs in the sultan-
ate in the year 711/1311.*" In 712/1312 and 714/1314 he is mentioned as one
of the amirs of one hundred.”* He died in Cairo in 717/1317.** Qulli was
one of the main supporters of Baybars al-Jashnakir. He is mentioned sev-
eral times together with the Burji amirs who were loyal to Sultan Baybars
al-Jashnakir. He was among the amirs who received the army’s allegiance
on behalf of Baybars al-Jashnakir.’* Baybars al-Manstri mentions, howev-
er, that when Qulli was sent together with Mughultay al-Mas‘adi to stop
Nughay al-Jamdar, who was on his way to al-Nasir Muhammad in Kerak,
they deliberately delayed their pursuit of the defectors in order to save the
sultanate of al-Nasir Muhammad.' Unlike his friend Mughultay, who was
imprisoned for twenty years as mentioned above, Qulli was never arrested
and became one of the senior amirs of the sultanate.

8. Baybars al-Ahmadi (Burji) was a khushdash and a close associate of Aybak
al-Rami, one of the most loyal Burji amirs of Baybars al-Jashnakir. How-
ever, while Aybak was captured and probably died in prison, Baybars al-
Ahmadi, who was captured together with his friend in 713/1313, was re-
leased immediately after and continued to serve as amir of one hundred

150 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 2:465; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 2:173-74; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:236, 675; Ibn Taghribirdji,
Al-Nujim, 10:115; al-Shuja‘i, Tarikh, 276. On the expeditions to Cilicia see: al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:139,
234; Tbn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:284, 309. Ibn Taghribirdi mentions Sanjar as “al-bashmaqdar” (Al-
Nujim, 10:115).

“'Baybars al-Mansuri, Al-Tuhfah, 231.

52 Amitai, “Military Elite,” 149; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:138-39; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:284; Ibn
Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 9:39-40.

3]bn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:241; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:180.

154Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiam, 8:233.

Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 414; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 8:250.
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throughout al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign.” In 709/1310 he was ap-
pointed as amir jandar."’ In 732/1332 he is still mentioned as one of the most
honored amirs of the sultanate, and among the amirs of one hundred who
performed the hajj pilgrimage together with the sultan.’® After the death
of al-Nasir Muhammad he kept his high position and was one of the main
decision-makers in the sultanate. Later he was appointed the governor of
Safad (742-43/1342) and Tripoli (743-46/1342-45) and then he returned to
serve as amir jandar in Cairo. He died in Muharram 746/May 1345 when he
was in his eighties (or over seventy).'>

9. Kuakay al-Silahdar al-Manstiri was an amir of one hundred who owned a lot
of property during the third reign of al-Nasir Muhammad. He died in the
plague of 749/1348-49.

10.Jaban al-Mansiri is mentioned as a mamluk of al-Ashraf Khalil, who made
him an amir.’® It seems, then, that he moved to al-Ashraf Khalil’s mam-
luks at a relatively early stage of his education. Jaban, on the one hand,
secretly swore allegiance to al-Nasir Muhammad and promised to assist
him in his conflict with Baybars al-Jashnakir.'> On the other hand, Juban
was sent to block the roads to Damascus in order to prevent al-Nasir
Muhammad’s entrance to the city.”® He moved to al-Nasir Muhammad’s
side only when Aqush al-Afram was forced to leave Damascus.** However,
al-Nasir Muhammad appointed him a high-ranking amir in Damascus until
his death there in Safar 728/December 1327. As a result of a dispute with
Tankiz, he moved to Cairo for one and a half years in 721/1321, but after that
came back to Syria. In 726/1326 he was the amir al-hajj of Syria.'s*

156See n. 38 above; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:81.

157 Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 149.

158Tbn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:365-66.

19 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:698; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:143.

10 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:162-63; idem, Wafi, 24:376; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:270; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-
Nujiam, 10:24; al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:796.

'Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:542; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:172.

12Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim, 8:260; al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:63.

1Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 8:261; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:63.

164Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujium, 8:265.

1 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 2:172; al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:304; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:62.
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11. Kundughdi al-Zarraq al-Mansari was one of the senior amirs in Egypt. He
was ra’s al-maysarah and commanded the Mamluk forces that were dis-
patched to Cilicia. He died in 745/1345 in Aleppo.'

12.Kujkun al-Mansuri served as amir in Damascus until his death of old age
in 749/1349. According to several historians, al-Nasir Muhammad lowered
his rank to amir of ten and wished for his death. However, according to al-
Shuja‘q, Kujkun was amir of one hundred in Damascus. Indeed, in 722/1322
Kujkun commanded the expedition to Ayas, together with Aqush al-Ashrafi,
who held the rank of amir of one hundred twenty, as mentioned above. Two
years earlier, Kujkun was the commander of a Mamluk force aimed to at-
tack the Mongols around the area of Sinjar. It is reasonable to assume, then,
that Kujkun was a high-ranking amir during most, if not all, of al-Nasir
Muhammad’s third reign.'?

13.Kahardash al-Zarraq al-Mansuri served as amir of fifty in Damascus from
the beginning of al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign until his death at his
home in Sha‘ban 714/November 1314.%* In 712/1312 he was among the amirs
who accompanied the sultan for the hajj pilgrimage.' Kahardash was one
of the amirs sent by Baybars al-Jashnakir to prevent the defection of Nughay
al-Jamdar to al-Nasir Muhammad in Kerak. Hence, he was definitely not
one of al-Nasir Muhammad’s confidants.

14. Sanjar al-Khazin served about one year as shadd al-dawawin in Egypt at the
beginning of al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign.” Later he was the wali of
the Bahnasa district in southern Egypt. In 712/1312 he was appointed as the
wali of Cairo, an office he held, continuously or alternately, until 724/1324."

Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:115; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:675.

1"Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 9:121; al-Safadi, Ayan, 1:149-50. According to al-Shuja‘, Kujkun
died in 739/1439 (Tarikh, 56). For his leadership of the Mamluk forces in 720/1320 and 722/1322,
see Mufaddal ibn Abi al-Fad@’il, Agypten und Syrien zwischen 1317 und 1341 in der Chronik des
Mufaddal b. Abi I-Fada’il AI-Nahj al-Sadid wa-al-Durr al-Farid fi ma ba‘da Ta’rikh Ibn al-Amid, ed.
and tr. Samira Kortantamer (Freiburg, 1973), 10, 17; On his amirate of one hundred, see al-Shuja‘,
Tarikh, 56.

Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 9:228; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:269-70; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:162; al-Nuwayri,
Nihayah, 32:216.

19 Al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:77; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim, 9:228.

"Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 8:251.

" Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 153.

1721bid, 175.
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He is mentioned among the amirs of Egypt in 732/1332. He died in Jumada
II 735/February 1335 when he was about ninety."”

15. Balaban al-Tatari was one of the senior amirs of Qalawun, as al-Safadi and
Ibn Taghribirdi note. However, he is mentioned in the sources only during
al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. In 713/1313 he was amir al-hajj. He died
in Dha al-Qa‘dah 725/October 1325.

16. Aqush al-Rahbi al-Mansuri served as wali of Damascus for more than elev-
en years, from 707/1307 to 719/1319. Tankiz captured him in Dha al-Hijjah
714/March 1315, but only confiscated his property. From Safar 719/March
1319 until his death, four months later, Aqash served as shadd al-dawawin in
Damascus."

17. Baybars al-Awhadi served as wali of the Cairo citadel from 720/1320 until
736/1336. He died in 740/1339."

18.Balaban al-Husayni (or: al-Hasani), who was the amir jandar of Qalawin,"
served as governor of the Giza district and in 729/1329 was appointed as wali
of Damietta.” During the 730s/1330s, he was one of the jamdariyah amirs in
Egypt and a vizier.® He died in the plague of 749/1348-49 when he was over
eighty.'®!

19. Nukbay al-Baridi al-Mansiri is mentioned only in the late years of al-Nasir
Muhammad’s third reign. In 737/1337 he was appointed as wali of Qatya and

3Tbn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:368.

"Tbn Hajar, Durar, 2:172; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:471; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:120, 387-88; Ibn Taghribirdji,
Al-Nujiam, 9:305. Al-Safadi mentions that he thinks that Sanjar al-Khazin was imprisoned in
715/1315 (A“yan, 2:471). However, if he was imprisoned he was released in the same year, since he
is mentioned as the wali of Cairo in the same year.

> Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:48; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:493; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 9:266; al-Maqrizi,
Suluk, 2:270.

17 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 1:576-77; Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:74, 76.

177 Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 170; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:399, 504-5; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:368. Al-
Shuja‘1mentions this amir as Balaban al-Awhadi, who served as wali of the citadel’s gate (Tarikh,
89).

18 Al-Magqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:483.

7 Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:310.

180Tbn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:368, 374, 380.

181 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:793; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:237.
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three years later he moved to serve as wali of Alexandria. Later he became
amir tablkhanah and mihmandar in Cairo. He died in 749/1349.

20.Baktamur al-Ala’1 is not mentioned as a prominent amir before al-Nasir
Muhammad’s third reign. Since he also died quite late, he probably belonged
to the younger generations of the Mansturiyah mamluks. From Sha‘ban 715/
November 1315 to 723/1323 he served as the ustadar of the sultan, and then
he moved to Damascus."* In 730/1329 he was appointed governor of Gaza.'™
In 735/1335 he moved to serve as governor of Homs." In 739/1338 he was,
probably, again appointed governor of Homs, until his death in 745/1344-45.1%

21. Biktash al-Mankursi was a veteran Mansuri amir, though he is not men-
tioned before al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. He was appointed shadd al-
awgqaf (supervisor of the endowments) of Damascus in 712/1312 according to
al-Safadi, or ten years later according to Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani. Biktash was
a close associate of Tankiz. When Tankiz was arrested, Biktash was also,
and his property was confiscated. However, he was released and served sev-
eral times as governor of Ba‘albek. In 754/1353, in his old age, he still acted
as amir al-hajj. Biktash died in Sha’ban 757/July 1365 when he was over a
hundred years old.®

22.Kitbugha ra’s nawbah (al-Adili) al-Mansiiri was invited from Aleppo to Da-
mascus when al-Nasir Muhammad arrived in Cairo in 709/1310, and was ap-
pointed shadd al-dawawin and ustadar there.” In the next year he was amir
al-hajj of Damascus.® Later he became amir of one hundred and the chief
hajib in Damascus. He died in Shawwal 721/November 1321."

23.Bahadur al-Sanjari (Burji) served during the first decade of the eighth/four-
teenth century as the governor of the Damascus citadel, na’ib al-ghaybabh,

182 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:410, 491, 797; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 10:242.

1837 etterstéen, Beitrdge, 148; al-Maqrizi, Sulitk, 2:246.

18 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:317.

1851bid., 2:379.

186Tbid, 2:459, 675.

87Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:481-82; al-Safadi, A“yan, 1:699-700.

'%Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:43; al-Suqa‘i, Tali, 188.

Tbn Hajar, Durar, 3:264.

0 Al-Suqa‘i, Tali, 188; Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:81; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:234. Kitbugha ra’s nawbah is
probably identical to Kitbugha al-‘Adili, since the same biographical details are mentioned con-
cerning both amirs, though Ibn Hajar cites them as two different amirs (Durar, 3:264).

©2015 by Amir Mazor.
BY DOI: 10.6082/M1Z.03695. (https://doi.org/10.6082/M1Z.03695)

DOI of Vol. XVIII: 10.6082/M1CR5RFN. See https://doi.org/10.6082/RSZY-X709 to download the full volume or
individual articles. This work is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
(CC-BY). See http:/mamluk.uchicago.edu/msr.html for more information about copyright and open access.



28 AMIR MAZOR, THE “MANSURIYAH LEGACY”

manager of the hospital of Damascus, and in other offices.”* In Ramadan
711/January 1312 he moved to serve as the governor of al-Birah.* Twenty
years later he was appointed governor of Gaza, and he died in 733-34/1333
while governor of Homs.

24.Baybars al-Shuja‘ (Burji) was made an amir during al-Nasir Muhammad’s
first or second reign (693-94/1293-94; 698-708/1299-1309). He is mentioned
as one of the tablkhanah amirs of Egypt in 709/1310.** He is not mentioned
among the amirs who were arrested.

25. Aydamur al-Shuja‘l (Burji), like the above-mentioned Baybars al-Shujaf,
was made amir before al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign." He is mentioned
later as na’ib qal‘at of Safad, governor of al-Birah, and nazir al-Haramayn in
Jerusalem.™*

26. Al-Shaykhi (Burji) was appointed by Baybars al-Jashnakir in 709/1310 to
oversee the eradication of alcohol in Cairo.”” He is not mentioned among
the amirs who were arrested or executed by al-Nasir Muhammad.

27. Bilik al-Uthmani al-Mansari is mentioned as an amir in Tripoli who was
sent in 717/1317 as a commander of a thousand horsemen to fight against a
local Syrian Shi‘ite leader.*

28.Mubarak al-Mansuri, though not identified with certainty as a mamluk of
Qalawun, is mentioned as an amir of fifty in Damascus. He moved to Trip-
oli and became blind, but later his sight was restored. He died in 717/1317.*

YTbn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:15; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:61; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 1:949.

192 Al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:106; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:61-62.

93 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:371; Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 187.

"Baybars al-Manstri mentions that Baybars al-Shuja‘i and Aydamur al-Shuja‘i became amirs
during al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign (Zubdah, 217). Since Baybars al-Shuja‘i is mentioned as amir

already in 709/1310, it is clear that he became amir several years earlier; see al-Maqrizi, Suliik,
2:77.

1%5See n. 194 above.

1% Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 3:530.

Y7 Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:53.

%1bid., 2:175.

199 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 4:190; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:275-76.
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29. Murshid al-Khaznadar (eunuch) served as mugaddam al-mamalik al-
sultaniyah during Qalawun’s reign. He died in Dha al-Qa‘dah 710/March
1311 in Cairo, or according to Ibn Hajar al-“Asqalani, six years later. He
served as zamam al-dar and khaznadar.**

30.Mukhtar al-Mansari al-Bakansi al-Bilbaysi (eunuch) served as amir
tablkhanah and khaznadar in the Damascus citadel. He died in 716/1316.2"

We may conclude from the data mentioned above as follows:

1. About thirty Mansari amirs were never arrested during al-Nasir
Muhammad’s third reign. Three senior Mansiri amirs—Qibjaq, Aqash al-
Mawsili (qattal al-sab‘), and Aqjuba al-Mansturi—died of natural causes in
the first year of al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign.

2. Among the remaining twenty-seven amirs, at least twenty were known as
amirs before al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign, most of them as prominent
amirs.

3. Ten out of these twenty-seven amirs, it seems, were high-ranking amirs,
i.e., amirs of one hundred, during different periods in al-Nasir Muhammad’s
third reign. Most of the remaining seventeen were probably amirs tablkhanah.

4. About half of these twenty-seven amirs served in Cairo, and the other half
in Syria.

5. Seven amirs belonged to the Burjiyah.

6. Four amirs sided with Baybars al-Jashnakir during his struggle with al-Nasir
Muhammad. The Burji amirs Qulli al-Silahdar and Baybars al-Ahmadji, to-
gether with Juban and Kahardash, were generally supporters of Baybars
al-Jashankir. However, they gained high status and positions in the service
of al-Nasir Muhammad. The first two were amirs of one hundred in Cairo,
the third was a high-ranking amir in Damascus, and the fourth was amir
of fifty in Damascus.

207 etterstéen, Beitrdge, 154; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:96; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 4:245. The zamam al-dar was
in charge of the door that separated the sultan or the amir and his servants and eunuchs; see
Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-Qalqashandi, Subh al-A‘sha fi Sina‘at al-Insha’ (Cairo, 1913-22), 5:459-60.

M Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:198; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujum, 9:237; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:244; Ibn
Kathir, Bidayah, 14:63.
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7. At least five Mansuri amirs continued their military-political careers even
after the death of al-Nasir Muhammad.

Hence, similar to the analysis of the data concerning the Mansuri amirs who
were arrested, there is no consistent or “rational” policy of al-Nasir Muhammad
toward the veteran and senior Mansuri amirs, or even toward his enemies among
them and those from the Burjiyah.

1.3. Conclusions

The prosopographical data of seventy-nine Mansuri amirs, most of whom filled
the most important positions of the sultanate on the eve of al-Nasir Muhammad’s
third reign, reveals that twenty-two of them were executed by al-Nasir Muhammad
or died in his prison, twenty-four were arrested (twelve of them for relatively
short periods of less than eight years), three escaped to the Mongols, and thirty
were not arrested at all. Thus, whereas thirty-seven amirs were “purged” by al-
Nasir Muhammad by execution, imprisonment for long periods, or defection from
the sultanate, forty-two continued their political-military careers since they were
not arrested at all or were released after a few years in prison. About seventeen
of the Mansuri amirs were high-ranking amirs, probably all of them amirs of one
hundred, during different periods of al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. Though
al-Nasir Muhammad eliminated many of his Mansuri opponents, there were sev-
eral Mansuri amirs, and especially Burji-Mansitri amirs, who gained positions of
honor during his reign despite the fact that they had been supporters of Baybars
al-Jashnakir. Four Manstri amirs, and one of their associates, are still mentioned
among the twenty-five amirs of one hundred in 741/1341, on the eve of al-Nasir
Muhammad’s death.?”> About ten Mansari amirs continued their political-mili-
tary careers even after al-Nasir Muhammad’s death.

The prosopographical data and analysis, as discussed above, is partial. There
are probably additional prominent Manstri amirs who are not discussed here
since the Muslim historians did not explicitly mention their affiliation to the
Mansuriyah, or the required data regarding their careers. However, the impres-
sion that arises from this analysis and its conclusions is that the Mansari amirs
played an important, if not central, role in al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. This
impression is strengthened by the testimony of their contemporary al-Nuwayri
(677-733/1279-1333), who served as an official in diwan al-khass (the sultan’s trea-
sury) and diwan al-insha’ (the chancery), and as nazir in diwan al-jaysh (in charge
of the igta‘at), and had a close relationship with al-Nasir Muhammad and several

*2These four amirs were Baybars al-Ahmadi, Sanjar al-Jawli, Kakay, and Almalik. Another amir
of one hundred was Jankali ibn Baba, a Mongol wafidi who belonged to the circle of the high-
ranking amirs who supported Baybars al-Jashnakir. For example, see Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum,
10:143-44; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:146, 177; Van Steenbergen, “Mamluk Elite,” 174, 177.
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Mansiuri amirs.?® In the last volume of his encyclopedia, Nihayat al-Arab fi Funun
al-Adab, composed between the years 725/1325 and 730/1330, al-Nuwayri testified
that the Manstriyah mamluks are “the most honorable amirs in our time.”** Ibn
al-Furat (733-807/1334-1405), whose work is based on al-Nuwayri’s, mentions sev-
eral decades later that “the Manstariyah mamluks were the most honorable amirs
during most of the reign of al-Malik al-Nasir.”?

Hence, according to both the biographical data concerning the Manstri amirs
and general observations of the Muslim historians, the Mansiuriyah still held a
prominent position in the Mamluk Sultanate about twenty years after its alleged
“elimination.”

2. The Mamluks and Descendants of the Mansuriyah

The number of the mamluks and descendants of prominent Manstri amirs who
became part of the political-military elite during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third
reign and after is more than twice that of the Mansuri amirs themselves. In what
follows (2.1), I will discuss the careers of amirs who were originally mamluks
of Mansuri amirs, and (2.2) amirs who were descendants of the Mansuri amirs
(awlad al-nas).

2.1. The Mamluks of the Manstri Amirs

The Mamluks of Baybars al-Jashnakir:

A “large group” (jama‘ah kabirah) of the mamluks of Baybars al-Jashnakir moved
to the ranks of al-Nasir Muhammad’s mamluks after Baybars was captured. It
would appear that Baybars al-Jashnakir manumitted most, if not all, of these
mamluks and some of them were amirs. Among them were Baktamur al-Saqi, Bi-
lik al-Saqi, Taghan al-Saqi, and Qubatamur (or: Quyatamur).?¢ Three other amirs
who were originally among Baybars al-Jashnakir’s mamluks are mentioned, so in
total seven amirs are known from the sources:

231 jttle, “Historiography,” 430; Mounira Chapoutot-Remadi, “Al-Nuwayri, Shihab al-Din Ahmad
b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Bakri al-Tamimi al-Kurashi al-Shafi‘i,” Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd ed.,
8:156-57; Aminah Muhammad Jamal al-Din, AI-Nuwayri wa-Kitabuhu Nihayat al-Arab fi Funiin
al-Adab: Masadiruhu al-Adabiyah wa-Ar@’uhu al-Nagdiyah (Cairo, 1984), 27-79.

04“Wa-bagaya al-mamalik al-Manstriyah ila al-an hum a‘yan al-umara’ fi waqtina hadha” (al-
Nuwayri, Nihayah, 31:176). On the years in which al-Nuwayri wrote the last volume of his ency-
clopedia, see Jamal al-Din, Al-Nuwayri wa-Kitabuhu, 112; Chapoutot-Remadi, “Al-Nuwayri,” 158.
05“Wa-bagaya al-mamalik al-Manstriyah kana a‘yan al-umard’ fi ghalib dawlat al-malik al-
Nagir...” (Ibn al-Furat, Tarikh, 8:97-98).

206 Al-Yasufi, Nuzhat al-Nazir, 149.
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1. Baktamur al-Saqi was raised by Baybars al-Jashnakir from early childhood.”
When Baybars became sultan he appointed Baktamur as jamdar and later as
saqi. In 709/1309 Baybars made Baktamur an amir.** Ibn Taghribirdi claims
that since Baybars al-Jashnakir conferred upon Baktamur an amirate of ten,
he must have been the master who manumitted him as well.2” Baktamur’s
loyalty to his master is clear. When Baybars al-Jashnakir’s mamluks started
to abandon him one by one, Baktamur was the only one who defended his
master with his body and caught a mamluk who tried to escape with Bay-
bars’ gold.?® Despite all that, Baktamur became one of the most senior amirs
in al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. After al-Nasir Muhammad arrived in
Cairo, he appointed Baktamur as his sagi.”* Baktamur’s promotion by al-
Nasir Muhammad was very quick and before too long Baktamur became
the sultan’s closest confidant.?? However, like many of the high-ranking
amirs, at some point Baktamur aroused the sultan’s suspicions. Baktamur
was murdered in 733/1333, after al-Nasir Muhammad feared that he was
planning to murder him.?* The descendants of Baktamur were also amirs:
three of his sons, two of his grandsons, and one great-grandson. Ahmad
ibn Baktamur al-Saqi was an amir of one hundred already in 726/1325 when
he was about thirteen. He was very close to al-Nasir Muhammad and mar-
ried a daughter of Tankiz. However, he was executed with his father seven
years later.?* ‘Umar ibn Ahmad was an amir as well** and his son Khidr
ibn ‘Umar also received an amirate of ten, from 764/1363 until his impris-
onment in 802/1399.7¢ Another son of Baktamur al-Saqi, Muhammad, was
promoted from amir of ten to tablkhanah in 742/1341.?" The third son, ‘Umar
ibn Baktamur al-Saqi, was an amir, and his son, Khidr, is mentioned as amir
of ten in 791/1389, 801/1398-99, and 802/1399.2

27Tbid., 148

*%1bid; al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:468.

2°Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujiam, 9:300.

20 Al-Yusufi, Nuzhat al-Nazir, 149.

#Tbn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:300.

12 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:709-10; al-Yasufi, Nuzhat al-Nazir, 149-50.

23 Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:364.

24Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:486-87; Donald S. Richards, “Mamluk Amirs and Their Families and House-

holds,” in The Mamluks in Egyptian Politics and Society, ed. Thomas Philipp and Ulrich Haarmann
(Cambridge, 1998), 41.

25 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:534.

26Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 50.

27 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:563; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 47.

28 Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 3:593, 654, 876, 987; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 50.

©2015 by Amir Mazor.
BY DOI: 10.6082/M1Z.03695. (https://doi.org/10.6082/M1Z.03695)

DOI of Vol. XVIII: 10.6082/M1CR5RFN. See https://doi.org/10.6082/RSZY-X709 to download the full volume or
individual articles. This work is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
(CC-BY). See http:/mamluk.uchicago.edu/msr.html for more information about copyright and open access.



MAMLUK STUDIES REVIEW Vor. 18, 2014-15 33

2. Qubatamur (or: Quyatamur) al-Muzaffari was promoted by al-Nasir
Muhammad until he became jamdar. He was among the amirs tablkhanah
who were sent to capture Tankiz in 740/1340.?° He is mentioned as an amir
of one hundred in 742/1342.%° In Muharram 743/June 1342 Qubatamur was
released from jail and sent to Syria as amir.?!

3. Bulak al-Jamdar (al-Muzaffari) al-Nasiri** was amir tablkhanah during al-
Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. In 732/1332 he was among the amirs who
accompanied the sultan on his hajj pilgrimage. He is mentioned with
Qubatamur as one of the amirs who were sent to Damascus in order to
confiscate the property of Tankiz in 740/1340. After al-Nasir Muhammad’s
death he served as the governor of Safad and amir of one hundred in Cairo
until his death in the plague of 749/1348.%

4. Tughan al-Saqi al-Muzaffari is also mentioned among the tablkhanah amirs
who accompanied the sultan on the hajj of 732/1332.* His son Husayn was
an amir t0o.*

5. Safanji al-Rukni, who gained high status in the service of his master Bay-
bars al-Jashnakir, was transferred to Damascus and served there as amir
until his death in 734/1334.%

6. Baybars al-Muzaffari al-Rukni was a mamluk of Baybars al-Jashnakir ac-
cording to Ibn al-Taghribirdi and the anonymous chronicle published by
K. V. Zetterstéen. According to Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, al-Maqrizi, and al-

29 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:498.

20Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:51.

2217bid., 10:79.

22This amir is probably to be identified with Bulak al-Saqi, who is mentioned by al-Yasufi among
the amirs who were taken by al-Nasir Muhammad from the ranks of Baybars al-Jashnakir’s
mamluks. Al-Maqrizi, indeed, mentions him as Bulaq al-Muzaffari al-Jamdar (al-Maqrizi, Sulik,
2:355, 498, 793). The editor of Nuzhat al-Nazir also identifies Bulak al-Saqi with Bulaq al-Jamdar
al-Nasiri (al-Yasufi, Nuzhat al-Nazir, 149, n. 2). Al-Mugqaffa is the only source that mentions two
different amirs named Bulak (Bulak al-Muzaffari and Bulak al-Jamdar al-Nasiri), both of whom
became amirs of one hundred and died in the same year. In my opinion, this is a mistake of al-
Magqrizi, who is actually referring to the same amir (Al-Mugqaffa, 2:495).

23 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 2:52; idem, Wafi, 10:388; al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:495; idem, Sulik, 2:352, 498,
793.

24 Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:352.

251bid., 3:117.

226 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:553.
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Shuja‘, this mamluk was originally a mamluk of Baktamur al-Silahdar
al-Zahiri-Mansari, and later transferred to the mamluks of Baybars al-
Jashnakir. However, Baybars al-Muzaffari was transferred to the ranks of
Baybars al-Jashnakir’s mamluks before the latter became sultan, and be-
came amir during his master’s reign. When al-Nasir Muhammad arrived in
Cairo, Baybars al-Muzaffari moved to his service and informed him about
the sultan’s nephew Musa ibn ‘Ali ibn Qalawun’s intention to depose him.
During al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign Baybars served as the governor of al-
Buhayrah district in the western delta, and later as the governor of Alexan-
dria. He died in 740/1339-40.%

7. Sawab al-Rukni (eunuch) served as muqaddam al-mamalik al-sultaniyah for
his master Baybars al-Jashnakir. Al-Nasir Muhammad deposed him when
he reached Cairo, but in 721/1321 returned him to his position.?”* Sawab was
deposed again in 728/1328.%

The Mamluks of Salar:

1. Aslam al-Qibjaqi al-Silahdar was probably a mamluk of Qalawtn, but moved
to Salar when he was young and he is considered his mamluk.?® Aslam is
mentioned as an amir of one hundred already in 712/1312.*' He was among
the amirs who were commanders during the conquest of Ayas in 722/1322.%>
Al-Nasir Muhammad exiled him to Yemen in 725/1325, and when he came
back to Egypt he was imprisoned in Alexandria for seven years due to the
sultan’s suspicion that Aslam was going to murder him.** After his release
he served as amir again, probably in Cairo, and in 741/1340—41 he was ap-
pointed governor of Safad. He received (again) an amirate of one hundred

*7Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:509; Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 205; al-Maqrizi, AI-Mugqaffa, 2:527-28; idem, Sulik,
2:505; Ibn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 9:325; al-Shuja‘i, Tarikh, 89-90.

#8]bn Hajar, Durar, 2:208.

9 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk 2:296.

#%Tbn Hajar al-Asqalani mentions that Aslam served Salar at first (Durar, 1:389). According to
al-Safadi, Aslam was a khushdash of Baybars al-Salari (A‘yan, 2:81). Ibn Taghribirdi mentions
that Aslam was a mamluk of al-Nasir Muhammad who also manumitted him (A-Manhal, 2:455).
According to other sources, however, he was originally Qalawtn’s mamluk (al-Magqrizi, Suliik,
2:722; idem, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:218; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:175) but moved to Salar (al-Maqrizi,
Al-Mugqaffa , 2:218).

1 Amitai, “Military Elite”, 149-50.

22Tbn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:3009.

23 Al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:218
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in Cairo lasting until his death in 747/1346.%* Three of his sons were amirs
t00.25 One of them, Shihab al-Din or Baha’ al-Din became amir tablkhanah
in 742/1341.* Another son, Amir Ahmad, died in 749/1348-49.%”

2. Aqsunqur al-Salari, like Aslam, probably belonged to the mamluks of
Qalawtn but moved to Salar when he was young and he is considered Salar’s
mamluk. Al-Maqrizi in his Sulik mentions that Aqsunqur was originally a
mamluk of Salar.”* However, in his Al-Mugqaffa and Khitat he mentions, like
Ibn Hajar al-<Asqalani and al-Shuja‘, that Aqsunqur originally belonged to
the mamluks of Qalawan but moved to Salar after the murder of al-Ashraf
Khalil in 693/1293.7 At the beginning of al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign
Agsunqur was made an amir and was promoted to the rank of amir of
one hundred. Al-Nasir Muhammad also married his daughter to him. In
738/1337-38 he was appointed as amir al-hajj. In 741/1341 he was appointed
governor of Safad and in the same year, governor of Gaza. In 743/1343 he
became na’ib al-saltanah until his imprisonment and death in 744/1344.>°

3. Baybars al-Salari was exiled (probably from Cairo) to Safad in 727/1327,
where he served as amir and later as hajib. Five years later he served as
amir in Damascus. After al-Nasir Muhammad’s death he returned to Safad
and served as hajib until his death in 743/1342.2

4. Qiran al-Salari served as amir tablkhanah and naqib al-mamalik al-sultaniyah
until after al-Nasir Muhammad’s death.>* His son Arghan (d. 772/1370) in-
herited his father’s office and later served as naqib al-jaysh, during the reign

#4Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:389; al-Maqrizi, Al-Muqaffa, 2:318-19; idem, Sulik, 2:722.

25 Al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:319.

26Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 44.

7 Al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:792.

2381bid., 2:620.

9 Al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:265; idem, Kitab al-Mawa‘iz wa-al-I'tibar bi-Dhikr al-Khitat wa-al-
Athar (Cairo, 1853-54), 2:310; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:394; al-Shuja‘i, Tarikh, 274.

M Al-Yasufi, Nuzhat al-Nazir, 393; al-Shuja‘i, Tarikh, 274; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:508, 517, 568; idem,
Al-Mugqaffa, 2:265-66; idem, Khitat, 2:310; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:105; idem, Al-Manhal,
2:499-500.

1 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:81; idem, Wafi, 10:353; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 3:478.

#2Tbn Hajar, Durar, 3:259.
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of Sultan Hasan ibn al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawun (748-52/1347-51;
755-62/1354-61). He gained a high and honored position in the sultanate.

5. Bilik Aba Ghuddah, who served as Salar’s ustadar, became amir tablkhanah
and one of the ustadars of al-Nasir Muhammad. He died in 734/1334.2

The Mamluks of Lajin

1. Tankiz al-Husami al-Nasiri served as the powerful governor of Damascus,
and actually of Syria, during most of al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign.
Lajin purchased Tankiz from the slave trader al-Siwasi, when Tankiz was
brought to Egypt as a young boy. After Lajin’s murder in 698/1299, Tankiz
joined the ranks of al-Nasir Muhammad’s khassakiyah. Tankiz was beside
the young sultan al-Nasir Muhammad at the battle of Wadi al-Khaznadar
(699/1299) and about ten years later, he accompanied the sultan to his exile in
Kerak. Already before that al-Nasir Muhammad had made Tankiz an amir
of ten.?® Tankiz, hence, was al-Nasir Muhammad’s mamluk for ten years
before the latter’s third reign. However, Tankiz was a young kutabbi (novice)
mamluk of L3ajin for several years before he moved to al-Nasir Muhammad’s
ranks. It seems that he was also manumitted by Lajin, since his nisbah is
al-Husami, after Lajin’s lagab, Husam al-Din.*¢ Three of Tankiz’s sons—Alj,
Muhammad, and Ahmad—became amirs.?” Tankiz’s grandson Salah al-Din
Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Tankiz was also an amir tablkhanah and a
member of the khassakiyah.*¢ The latter’s son, i.e., Tankiz’s great-grandson,
also called Muhammad, was probably an amir since he bore the laqab Nasir
al-Din. He died young in 802/1399.%*

2. Tughay al-Kabir al-Husami al-Nasiri was made an amir by al-Nasir
Muhammad in 709/1309 and gained high rank. Tughay, however, was caught
and executed by al-Nasir Muhammad in 718/1318 since the latter feared his

#31bid., 1:350-51; al-Maqrizi, Sulik 3:192; Ibn Taghribirdi, Nujum, 11:117. On naqib al-jaysh and
naqib al-mamalik, see David Ayalon, “Studies on the Structure of the Mamluk Army, I11,” Bulletin
of the School of Oriental and African Studies 16 (1954): 64—65.

24 Al-Yasufi, Nuzhat al-Nazir, 215; al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:376.

#5Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 9:152-53, 327; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:118.

#6David Ayalon, “Names, Titles, and ‘Nisbas’ of the Mamluks,” Israel Oriental Studies 5 (1975): 213.
#7Levanoni, Turning Point, 48. On ‘Ali ibn Tankiz, see al-Safadi, A‘yan, 3:320-22; Ibn Hajar, Durar,
3:35. On Muhammad, see Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:152.

28 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 3:605, 827, 832; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 48.

Tbn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, ed. Adnan Darwish (Damascus, 1977-97), 4:136.
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ambitions. Tughay had a “pact of brotherhood” (ukhitwah, muwakhah) with
Tankiz, since they were both originally mamluks of Lajin.>*

3. Aydughdi Shuqayr was one of Lajin’s favorite mamluks. In 696/1296, imme-
diately after Lajin was crowned sultan, he made Aydughdi an amir and less
than two years later, Lajin planned to appoint Aydughdi governor of Alep-
po.>! After Lajin’s murder, Aydughdi became a close friend of Lajin’s cousin
and governor of Damascus, Aqush al-Afram. However, when the political
power of al-Nasir Muhammad in Kerak strengthened, Aydughdi abandoned
al-Afram in favor of al-Nasir Muhammad and he even incited him against
al-Afram. In the beginning of al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign, Aydughdi
became one of al-Nasir Muhammad’s closest associates (khawass), with the
help of his Husami khushdash Tughay. He became amir of one hundred and
one of the sultan’s main advisers. However, al-Nasir feared Aydughdi’s in-
tentions to murder him, so he arrested him in 715/1315 and executed him. 2

4. Bahadur al-Mu‘izzi al-Turkmani was raised by Lajin from childhood. In
696/1296, after Lajin was crowned as sultan, he made Bahadur amir to-
gether with others of his favorite mamluks. Bahadur al-Mu‘izzi remained
amir until al-Nasir Muhammad captured him together with his khushdashs
Aydughdi Shuqayr and Baktamur al-Hajib in 715/1315. He remained in pris-
on for fifteen years until he was released due to the mediation (shafa‘ah) of
his khushdash Tankiz. After his release he became amir of one hundred in
Cairo until his death in 739/1339. >

5. Lajin al-Husami al-Mansuri (Lajin al-Saghir)** was appointed as wali al-barr
(the governor of the Damascus countryside) by Sultan Lajin in Muharram
698/October 1298. After Lajin’s murder he was arrested and held for several

»%Tbn Hajar, Durar, 3:221-22; al-Safadi, Wafi, 16:444-46; idem, A‘yan, 2:595-97; al-Maqrizi, Suluk,
2:77.

»1Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 315; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 1:853.

»2Al-Maqrizi, Al-Muqaffa, 3:343; idem, Sulitk, 2:144; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:650-51; Ibn Taghribirdsi,
Al-Nujum, 8:260; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:425-26.

»3Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 315; al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:501; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:496; al-
Safadi, A‘yan, 2:59-60; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:354; al-Shuja‘, Tarikh, 54-55.

»413jin al-Husami al-Mansiuri al-Saghir belonged to the mamluks of Lajin, since he bore the
same nisbah as Jaghan, who was another mamluk of Lajin and died before al-Nasir Muhammad’s
third reign. This nisbah refers both to the laqab and the nisbah of Husam al-Din Lajin al-Mansari,
i.e., “al-Husami al-Mansuri.” Lajin al-Saghir appointed Tankiz, his khushdash, in charge of his
will; see al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:179.

©2015 by Amir Mazor.
BY DOI: 10.6082/M1Z.03695. (https://doi.org/10.6082/M1Z.03695)

DOI of Vol. XVIII: 10.6082/M1CR5RFN. See https://doi.org/10.6082/RSZY-X709 to download the full volume or
individual articles. This work is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
(CC-BY). See http:/mamluk.uchicago.edu/msr.html for more information about copyright and open access.



38 AMIR MAZOR, THE “MANSURIYAH LEGACY”

months.? In 702/1303 after the battle of Shakhab he was again appointed
wali al-barr of Damascus.” In 711/1312 he was appointed wali al-wulah of
al-Qibliyah (governor of the southern districts of Egypt).>” He is mentioned
again as wali al-barr of Damascus one year later.?* In 712/1312 he was ap-
pointed amir al-hajj and in 720/1320 governor of Gaza. Later he served as
governor of al-Birah until his death in Dhu al-Qa‘dah 729/September 1329.%°

6. Bahadur al-Jukandar was made amir by his master Sultan Lajin in 696/1296.%°
He served as amir of fifty in Damascus and died in 723/1323.%"

Three other prominent amirs who originally belonged to Lajin’s mamluks
died before al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign or they are not mentioned in
the sources during his reign.>* It should be mentioned that the grandson
of Mankatamur the mamluk of Lajin, Masa ibn ‘Ali ibn Mankatamur (d.
757/1356), was amir tablkhanah in Tripoli.>®

The Mamluks of Kithugha:

1. Ughurla al<Adili was raised from childhood by Kitbugha, and when
Kitbugha became sultan he appointed Ughurlt as amir in Cairo.** Later
Kitbugha appointed Ughurla governor of Damascus for three months, in
695-96/1296-97. Ughurla served as amir in Damascus after his master’s de-
position and he became amir of one hundred until his death in his home in

»Badr al-Din Mahmauad al-‘Ayni, Iqd al-Juman fi Tarikh Ahl al-Zaman, ed. Muhammad Muhammad
Amin (Cairo, 1987-92), 2:244; al-Safadi, A“yan, 4:179.

»6Tbn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:22.

#7Tbn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:216.

»8Tbn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:54.

29 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:179; al-Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:316. According to Ibn Kathir he died one year later
(Bidayah, 14:118).

*0Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 315; al-‘Ayni, ‘Iqd al-Juman, 3:353.

1 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:54.

#2These amirs are: Aqash al-Rami al-Husami, who was killed by his own mamluks (al-Ayni, Iqd
al-Juman, 3:353; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 8:261; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:63-64); Jaghan, who died
in 699/1300 (Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:150); and Balaj al-Husami (Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 315; al-
Magqrizi, Sulitk, 2:3; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:92).

%3 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 5:485; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 4:378; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 48.

24 Al-Magqrizi, Al-Muqaffa, 2:224.
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Damascus in 719/1319.2¢ Ughurld’s son ‘Ali (d. 749/1348) was amir tablkhanah
in Damascus.®

2. Ughulbak mamluk of al-Adil Kitbugha was appointed as wali al-barr of Da-
mascus in 713/1313-14 and died in 722/1322.27

3. Uljaybugha al-Adili was amir of one hundred in Damascus during al-Nasir
Muhammad’s third reign. He was one of Tankiz’s associates and was ar-
rested together with him. After al-Nasir Muhammad died, he was released
and returned to serve as amir of one hundred. He served as na’ib al-ghaybah
in Damascus and died in 754/1353.2¢ His son Muhammad (d. 781/1379-80)
was amir of one hundred as well. He also served at different times as amir
tablkhanah, as the governor of Gaza, and as hajib.>

4. Baydara al-‘Adili was married to the daughter of his master Kitbugha. He
was amir tablkhanah in Damascus, probably until his death in 714/1314.°

5. Turuntay al-Zayni al-Adili, who served as the dawadar of Kitbugha, became
amir and a hadith scholar. He died in 731/1331.2"

The Mamluks of Aqush al-Afram:

1. Altunqush (or: Altunfush) al-Jamali served as the ustadar of his master
Aqush al-Afram. When Aqush al-Afram defected to the Mongols, al-Nasir
Muhammad arrested Altunqush, but after a while released him and made
him amir tablkhanah. Altunqush was appointed governor of al-Sharqgiyah
district in northern Egypt and in 732/1333 was appointed ustadar of al-Nasir
Muhammad’s son, Aniik. Later he became the ustadar of the sultan himself.

*5]bn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:76; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujum, 9:245; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:305; al-
Magqrizi, Suliik, 2:199; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:390-91; al-Suqa‘, Tali, 185.

%6Tbn Hajar, Durar, 3:30; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 3:303; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 45.

%7 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:546-47.

#81bid., 1:598—99; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:406; Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:247-48.

29Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 43.

#*Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:513.

7 Al-Safadi, Wafi, 16:432; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 2:217; the son of Turuntay, Khalil, was also a promi-
nent hadith scholar; see Ibn Hajar, Durar, 2:89; Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sakhawi,
Al-Daw’ al-Lami‘ li-Ahl al-Qarn al-Tasi‘ (Cairo, 1936-37), 2:47. Another mamluk of Kitbugha, who
was called Turuntay al-Zayni and had an interest in hadith but is not mentioned explicitly as an
amir, died in 728/1328; see Ibn Hajar, Durar, 2:218.
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Altunqush was among the amirs who accompanied the sultan’s royal hajj
pilgrimage in 732/1332. He continued to serve as amir in Cairo after al-Nasir
Muhammad’s death, until his own death in 745/1345.%”

2. Sunqur al-Jamali served as a member of the baridiyah of Tankiz and later as
amir tablkhanah and as the governor of Ba‘albek. He died in 749/1349.2” His
son Abu Bakr (d. 803/1401) served as amir tablkhanah and later as amir of
one hundred in Cairo, as hajib, and as amir al-hajj for several years.”

3. Tulak al-Hasani al-Arghuni, who was originally a mamluk of Aqash al-
Afram and later moved to Arghtn al-Dawadar, is mentioned as amir
tablkhanah in Damascus in 748/1347-48, so it is reasonable to assume that
he was an amir also during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. In 750/1349
he was hajib saghir in Damascus and in 752/1351 hajib saghir and amir akhur
in Cairo. He died in 753/1352.” His son Muhammad ibn Tulak (d. 799/1397)
served as an amir tablkhanah as well as holding several other offices.?

The Mamluks of Qarasunqur:

Several mamluks of Qarasunqur became amirs. The sources mentioned the names
of some of them but only added data for a few of them. Some of them were made
tablkhanah amirs, like Baykhan, Mughultay, and Balaban. Others became amirs
of ten, like Bahadur and ‘Abdan.?” Amir Butkhas, who was one of Qarasunqur’s
mamluks, commanded a Mamluk force that defeated Mongols raiding Karkar in
708/1308-9.7¢ It is very likely that most of Qarasunqur’s mamluks who were amirs
continued to serve as amirs during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. However,
the sources mention only Balaban Jarkas who served as the governor of Qal‘at al-
Muslimin (Qal‘at al-Rim), and died in 745/1344-45.77

12 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:352, 674-75; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:410; al-Shuja‘, Tarikh, 276; al-Maqrizi, Suliik,
2:352, 674-75.

1 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:477-78; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 2:176.

#4Tbn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 4:198-99; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 41.

55 Al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:604; al-Safadi, Wafi, 10:387.

#6For more about him, see Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 3:639; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 47.

277 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:98; idem, Wafi, 24:221.

Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 402-3; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:140.

¥ Imad al-Din Isma‘il Abu al-Fida’, Al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar (Beirut, 1972), 4:143.
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The Mamluks of Balaban al-Tabbakhi:

Al-Safadi mentions that most of the mamluks of Balaban al-Tabbakhi (d. 700/1300)
became the greatest amirs of the sultanate in the reign of al-Nasir Muhammad,
among them Aydughmish amir akhur, Tughray al-Jashnakir, Mankatamur al-
Tabbakhi, and others.? The sources provide the following data regarding these
three amirs:

1. Aydughmish amir akhur was transferred to the khassakiyah of al-Nasir
Muhammad probably after the death of his master Balaban al-Tabbakhi in
700/1300. Aydughmish became amir of one hundred and was appointed as
amir akhur kabir (grand master of the stable) in 712/1312. Aydughmish served
in this office for about thirty years, until the death of al-Nasir Muhammad.
Later, he served as the governor of Aleppo and as the governor of Damas-
cus until his death in 743/1343.%' Due to Aydughmish’s high status in the
sultanate, al-Nasir Muhammad made his four sons amirs; among them ‘Alj,
Hajj Malik, and Ahmad are mentioned.?? ‘Ali is mentioned among the amirs
tablkhanah and his brother Ahmad among the amirs of ten who accom-
panied the sultan on the hajj pilgrimage of 732/1332.#* Ahmad was made
amir tablkhanah by al-Nasir Muhammad in 741/1340.?* Hajj Malik was amir
tablkhanah at the end of al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign.?* He is also men-
tioned as an amir of ten about fifty years later, in 791/1389.%%

2. Turghay al-Jashnakir al-Nasiri was transferred to the mamluks of al-
Nasir Muhammad from Balaban al-Tabbakhi’s mamluks after the latter’s
death in 700/1300. Al-Nasir Muhammad made him amir and appointed
him as jashnakir (taster). Turghay gained very high status during al-Nasir
Muhammad’s reign. In 729/1329 he held the iqta“ of an amir of one hun-
dred.*” In 739/1339 he was appointed governor of Aleppo. About a year later,
when Tankiz was captured, Turghay was returned to Cairo. In 743/1343 he

20 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 2:43.

#1Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 10:99-100; al-Safadi, Ayan, 1:653; Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 1:320-
22; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:426-28; al-Shuja‘, Tarikh, 250-51.

22 Al-Maqrizi, Al-Muqaffa, 2:346; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim, 10:100. According to al-Shuja‘, four
of Aydughmish’s sons were amirs (Tarikh, 251).

2 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:352.

24Rjchards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 45.

5 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:559.

286Tbn al-Furat, Tarikh, 9:99; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 49.

%7 Al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:314.
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was appointed governor of Tripoli until his death a year later.®* His son,
Muhammad, was also an amir.*

3. Mankutamur al-Tabbakhi became a high-ranking amir during al-Nasir
Muhammad’s third reign. He died in 718/1318.2°

The Mamluks of Turuntay (d. 689/1290)

1. Baktamur al-Hajib was a mamluk of Turuntay while the latter was still a
mamluk of Amir Qalawtn. Turuntay raised and manumitted Baktamur.*!
During Aqish al-Afram’s tenure as governor of Damascus (698-709/1299-
1310), Baktamur served as shadd al-dawawin of Damascus and later as hajib.**
Baktamur al-Hajib is mentioned among the amirs of Syria who refused to
swear allegiance to Baybars al-Jashnakir. In Muharram 710/June 1310 he
was appointed governor of Gaza.** Eight months later Baktamur became
amir of one hundred and was appointed wazir.?* Shortly after, in 711/1311,
he was removed from the wazirate to the office of al-hajib al-kabir in Egypt.**
After four years in this office, Baktamur was arrested, but released one and
a half years later. He was appointed governor of Safad and received a lot
of money from the sultan.?s After three months, in Safar 717/April 1317,
Baktamur was returned to Cairo as amir of one hundred.*” In 725/1325 al-
Nasir Muhammad arrested Baktamur again,*® but he was probably released
shortly after, since he died in his home in Cairo in 728/1328 or 729/1329, or
738/1337-38.2° Two of Baktamur’s sons were amirs, as was at least one of

28 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:578; idem, Wafi, 16:425; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 2:216; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum,
10:107; al-Maqrizi, Sulitk, 2:659.

9 Al-Maqrizi, Khitat, 2:51.

20 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:43; al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:189.

1 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:314; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujum, 9:278; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 33:292-93.
#2Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 3:287.

23 Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:161.

24 Al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:89; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiam, 9:24.

#5]bn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 9:28; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:100-1.

26 Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:144, 162-63; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujim, 9:55; Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:62; Ibn
al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:288.

#7 Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:181.

2%8Tbid., 2:260.

29 Al-Safadi mentions in A‘yan that Baktamur al-Hajib died in 727/1327, or, according to another
manuscript, in 728/1327-28 (A‘yan, 1:704). According to Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Baktamur died in
728/1327-28 (Durar, 1:484). Other sources mention that Baktamur died in 729/1328-29 (al-Magqrizi,
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his grandsons and great-grandsons. ‘Abd Allah ibn Baktamur al-Hajib (d.
786/1384), who was also the grandson of Aqush al-Ashrafi on his moth-
er’s side, served as amir of one hundred and hajib in Cairo and continued
to hold his father’s property.** Muhammad ibn Baktamur al-Hajib was an
amir of ten when he was only thirteen. He was arrested together with his
father in 742/1342 and his igta“ was transferred to his brother ‘Abd Allah.*
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah was an amir of ten.** ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Abd Allah ibn Baktamur al-Hajib is mentioned as an amir too. Even the
great-grandsons of Baktamur were amirs and their sons are mentioned in
the sources. Among Baktamur’s great-grandsons Amir ‘Al is mentioned.**

2. Balaban al-Husami was appointed by al-Nasir Muhammad as shihnah (in
charge of public security) and then as baridi. Later, in 735/1335, he was ap-
pointed as wali of Cairo and five months later as wali of Damietta, until his
death in 736/1336.%

The Mamluks of Baydara:

1. Asandamur al-Qaliji was a mamluk of Baydara who was transferred to the
mamluks of Turuntay. During al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign he served
as wali of al-Buhayrah district. Before his death in the plague of 749/1348-49
he served for several days as wali of Cairo.*”

2. Taybars al-Khaznadari was originally a mamluk of Bilik al-Khaznadari al-
Zahiri and later was transferred to the mamluks of Baydara. After his mas-
ter’s death he became a close associate of Sultan Lajin, who appointed him

Sulik, 2:214; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:277; Ibn Kathir, Bidayah, 14:116). Al-Safadi mentions in
his Wafi (and based on that Ibn Taghribirdi mentions in his Al-Manhal) that Baktamur died ten
years later, in 738/1337-38 (al-Safadi, Wafi, 10:192; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 3:289).

30Abd Allah held other offices as amir tablkhanah; see Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 3:144-45; Ibn
Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 7:83; al-Maqrizi, Khitat, 2:64; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 40-41.
%Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 50; al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 33:294; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:314; Ibn
Taghribirdi, A-Nujum, 9:277.

32Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 50; Ibn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 4:133.

3 Al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’ al-Lami, 11:242; al-Maqrizi, Khitat, 2:64, 77. The last honorable descendant
of Baktamur al-Hajib was his great-great-grandson, Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Abd Allah ibn Baktamur al-Hajib (d. 895/1490); see al-Sakhawi, Al-Daw’ al-Lami’, 8:257.

34 Al-Magqrizi, AI-Mugqaffa, 2:491; al-Yasufi, Nuzhat al-Nazir, 231; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:493; al-Maqrizi,
Suluk, 2:377.

*Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:387.
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naqib al-jaysh. Taybars held this office as amir tablkhanah until his death in
719/1319.%0%

Other Mamluks of Mansuri Amirs:

1. Arghun, the mamluk of Bahadur Samiz al-Mansiri, was an associate of
Tankiz and served as mushidd al-zakkat (overseer of the spice traders) and
later in 728/1328 as shadd al-dawawin in Damascus. In 732/1331 he was ap-
pointed governor of Ba‘albek. Later he served as amir in Tripoli.*”

2. Qadadar, the mamluk of Bughlughay al-Ashrafi, was appointed governor
of al-Gharbiyah district in 723/1323, and a few months later, governor of al-
Buhayrah district. One year later, he was appointed wali of Cairo in order
to restore order and morality to the city. In 729/1329 he left his office and a
few months later he died.*®

3. Ayas al-Shamsi, the mamluk of Sunqur al-A‘sar al-Mansuri, served as the
governor of Qal‘at al-Rim before al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. Later
he moved to Hamah and from Ramadan 710/January 1311 he served as shadd
al-dawawin in Damascus. In Dha al-Hijjah 711/April 1312 he was transferred
to Tripoli, where he served as amir. He died in 722/1322.>”

4. Taghan al-Shamsi, the mamluk of Sunqur al-Tawil al-Manstri, served as
wall of Ashmunin and shadd al-dawawin in Cairo. In 740/1340-41 he was
appointed shadd al-dawawin in Damascus until his death in the same year.**

5. Aqjuba, the mamluk of Baybars al-Taji, served as amir in Damascus. He
was executed in 720/1320 after he claimed to be a prophet.*"

3%Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujiim, 9:246; Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 128-29; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 2:229.

7 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:462-63. For more on Bahadur Samiz, see Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal,
3:433; idem, Al-Nujum, 8:217; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:60. On shadd al-zakkat, see Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-
Qalqgashandi, Subh al-A‘sha fi Sina‘at al-Insha’, ed. Muhammad Husayn Shams al-Din (Beirut,
1987), 4:193.

8 Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:250, 256, 312, 327; idem, Khitat, 2:148—49; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum,
9:283-84.

9 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:641-42; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:420; Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 153; Sunqur al-A‘sar
moved to the mamluks of Qalawan when the latter was sultan; see al-Safadi, A“yan, 2:478.

$0Tbn Hajar, Durar, 2:227-28; al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 4:38; al-Shuja‘, Tarikh, 121.

M Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:321; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:250.
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6. Altunbugha al-Jawli, the mamluk of Sanjar al-Jawli, had moved to Sanjar’s
service from the mamluks of an amir named Ibn Bakhil. Sanjar appointed
Altunbugha as his dawadar and Altunbugha served as amir in Damascus
until his death in 744/1343.%

It should be noted that there were dozens of amirs, originally mamluks of
Mansuari amirs, who became amirs tablkhanah or amirs of ten, that the sources do
not discuss or that we cannot affiliate explicitly to Manstri amirs. As mentioned
above, it is noted that “most” of the mamluks of Balaban al-Tabbakhi became
prominent amirs in al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign. Similarly, most of Sunqur al-
A‘sar’s mamluks became amirs after his death.*

Conclusions:

1. Forty mamluks who originally belonged to Mansuri amirs served as amirs
during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. Fourteen of them continued to
serve as amirs after al-Nasir Muhammad’s death.

2. Twenty-one sons of these forty amirs, four of their grandsons, and three of
their great-grandsons are also mentioned as amirs.

3. Approximately ten amirs served for certain periods as amir of one hundred
in Cairo during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign; three others served as
amirs of one hundred in Damascus. Three amirs continued to serve as amirs
of one hundred after al-Nasir Muhammad’s death, and two others became
amirs of one hundred after the sultan’s death; three of the descendants of
the mamluks of the Mansiiri amirs were amirs of one hundred.

4. Most of the amirs who served as amirs of one hundred originated among
the mamluks of al-Nasir Muhammad’s greatest enemies, like Baybars
al-Jashnakir and Salar, or Kitbugha and Lajin, who deposed al-Nasir
Muhammad from the sultanate when he was young.

5. Approximately ten amirs served as amirs tablkhanah in Cairo during al-
Nasir Muhammad’s third reign, and six as amirs tablkhanah in Syria.

6. Half of the amirs, about twenty, served in Egypt, mainly in Cairo.

2Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:407; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 10:105.
B3 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:480.
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2.2. The Descendants of the Mansiiri Amirs
Bahadur As

The five sons of Bahadur As became amirs: Muhammad, ‘Umar, ‘Ali, Aba Bakr,
and Ahmad.** The sources add information about only three of them:

1. Muhammad ibn Bahadur As was appointed amir of one hundred by sultan
Hasan ibn al-Nasir Muhammad (748-52/1347-51; 755-62/1354-61).*> He was
deposed from the governorship of Homs in 754/1353.7¢ In 776/1374 he was
appointed governor of Bahnasa district in southern Egypt.*” It is reasonable
to assume that he was already an amir during al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign.
Muhammad’s son Jamal al-Din ‘Abd Allah had an igta“in Syria. ‘Abd Allah
died in 761/1360.*¢

2. ‘Umar was amir tablkhanah. He died in 731/1331 in Damascus.*”

3. ‘Ali was amir of ten in Damascus and died in 744/1343. 3

Qarasunqur
Three of Qarasunqur’s sons were amirs during their father’s life, i.e., during al-
Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. Muhammad was an amir of one hundred, ‘Ali

was an amir of forty and later an amir of one hundred, and Faraj was an amir of
ten.’*

1. Muhammad ibn Qarasunqur was an amir even before al-Nasir Muhammad’s
third reign. He is mentioned as a commander already at the battle of “Urd,
which preceded the battle of Shakhab (Marj al-Suffar) in 702/1303.°% Ac-
cording to al-Safadi, Muhammad convinced his father to support al-Nasir
Muhammad and not Baybars al-Jashnakir.** Muhammad continued to serve

314 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 2:57; al-Safadi, Wafi, 10:297; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:497.

5 Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 3:61; Ibn Taghribirdi, probably mistakenly, mentions Muhammad ibn
Bahadur as ra’s nawbah (Al-Manhal, 5:127).

16 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:53.

7 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 3:232.

18 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:732-33.

Y Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:341; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 48.

320 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 3:315-16; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 49.

21 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:98; idem, Wafi, 24:222; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:251-52.
322 Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 1:931.

3 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:91-92; idem, Wafi, 24:216.
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as amir during al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign and, as mentioned above, as
amir of one hundred. In 761/1360 he is still mentioned as amir.*

2. ‘Ali ibn Qarasunqur served as amir tablkhanah in Cairo. He is mentioned
among the commanders who were sent in 716/1316 against the Bedouin re-
volts in southern Egypt, and in 723/1323 in the expedition to Nubia. After the
arrival of the news of Qarasunqur’s death in 728/1328, al-Nasir Muhammad
sent ‘Ali to serve as amir tablkhanah in Damascus. In Damascus he became a
close associate of Tankiz and was made amir of one hundred until his death
in 748/1347. ‘Ali’s son Muhammad was an amir too.*»

3. Farajibn Qarasunqurreceived an amirate of ten from al-Nasir Muhammad in
711/1311. In 723/1323 he was jailed in the Cairo citadel’s al-jubb prison, where
he remained for five years. After the arrival of the news of Qarasunqur’s
death in 728/1328, al-Nasir Muhammad sent Faraj to Damascus as either an
amir of ten (according to al-Maqrizi) or as an amir tablkhanah (according to
Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani). Faraj died in Damascus in 734/1333. His son, who
also bore the name Faraj, was an amir too.*

Aydamur al-Khatiri (Buryji)
Three of Aydamur’s sons were amirs. Two of them, ‘Ali and Muhammad, received
their amirate during their father’s lifetime (he died in 737/1337). After his death,
another son, Musa, became an amir.*”

1. ‘Ali is mentioned among the amirs tablkhanah who accompanied the sultan
on the hajj pilgrimage in 732/1332. He was amir in Damascus in the last
years before his death in 762/1360—-61.%

24 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 2:148.

2 Al-Nuwayri, Nihayah, 32:238; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:250, 305, 754; al-Safadi, A“yan, 3:473-74; Ibn
Hajar, Durar, 3:95-96; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 41, 45.

26 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:109, 249, 305; Ibn Taghribirdi, A-Nujum, 9:31; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:35; Ibn
Hajar, Durar, 3:230; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 45.

27Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujim, 9:312; al-Safadi, A“yan, 1:661.

28 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:352; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum, 9:103; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:30; Richards,
“Mamluk Amirs,” 45. According to al-Shujat, ‘Ali died in 740/1339 (Tarikh, 89).
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2. Muhammad ibn Aydamur al-Khatiri is mentioned among the amirs of ten
who accompanied al-Nasir Muhammad on the hajj pilgrimage in 732/1332.%*
He died in 740/1339.5®

3. Masa ibn Aydamur al-Khatiri became an amir after his father’s death in
737/1337. He was an amir of ten and died in 776/1374-75.**

Baktamur al-Abu Bakri (Burji)*»

Three of Baktamur’s sons were amirs. Asanbugha was an amir of one hundred,
‘Ali and Ahmad were amirs tablkhanah.*

1. Asanbugha®* was an amir of one hundred during al-Nasir Muhammad’s
reign.** He was born in the first decade of the eighth/fourteenth century,
so when his father was captured by al-Nasir Muhammad in 722/1322 (and
six years later was executed), Asanbugha was probably in his twenties. This
fact did not prevent him from being a close associate of al-Nasir Muhammad
and conducting an honorable career during the latter’s reign. Asanbugha
was arrested after al-Nasir Muhammad’s death (741/1341), and was released
at the beginning of al-Salih Isma‘il’s reign (743/1342). He became amir akhur
kabir of Sultan al-Nasir Hasan (748-52/1347-51 and 755-62/1354-61) and of
al-Ashraf Sha’ban (764-78/1363-77). Later he served as governor of Alexan-
dria, governor of Aleppo, and as chief hajib of Egypt. He died in 777/1375
when he was over seventy.**

2. “Ali ibn Baktamur al-Aba Bakri served as amir tablkhanah in Cairo, and af-
ter his father’s death in 728/1328 he moved to Damascus. Later he was twice
appointed governor of al-Rahbah. He died in 762/1361.*”

*»Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujam, 9:103; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:367.

30 Al-Maqrizi, Suliik, 2:505.

31Tbid., 3:247.

32 Al-Maqrizi, Al-Mugqaffa, 2:457.

*31bn Hajar, Durar, 1:482.

334 Al-Maqrizi is the only source that mentions the name Isma‘il instead of Asanbugha (Al-Muga-
14, 2:186).

*31bn Hajar, Durar, 1:386; al-Maqrizi, Al-Muqaffa, 2:186. From Ibn Taghribirdi, however, we are
given the impression that Asanbugha received the rank of amir of one hundred only after the
death of the sultan (A-Nujum, 11:140).

336]bn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujium, 11:140; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:386; al-Maqrizi, AI-Mugqaffa, 2:186; idem,
Sulik, 3:75, 258; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 42.

*71bn Hajar, Durar, 3:32; al-Safadi, Ayan, 3:309-10.
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3. Ahmad ibn Baktamur al-Abta Bakri was amir tablkhanah, and he was also
exiled to Damascus after his father’s death.s

Salar

‘Ali ibn Salar was made an amir of ten in Cairo by al-Nasir Muhammad at the
beginning of the latter’s third reign.** Later he became an amir tablkhanah. He
is mentioned as an amir in Egypt in 732/1332.5 ‘Ali died in 742/1341-42 and the
sultan transferred his amirate of tablkhanah to his son Khalil.*#* Khalil ibn ‘Ali ibn
Salar (d. 770/1368-69) served as amir tablkhanah in Cairo and was nazir al-awqaf
(supervisor of the endowments) of his grandfather Salar.**

1. Abu Bakr ibn Salar bore the amir lagab “Sayf al-Din.” His son Masa (d.
797/1395) was amir of ten and served as amir tabar (in charge of the axe
bearers).**

2. Nasir ibn Salar served as amir of ten in Cairo when al-Nasir Muhammad
began his third reign.** The name Nasir might refer to the lagab Nasir
al-Din [Muhammad?]. Indeed, Ibn Qadi Shuhbah mentions the amir
“Nasir al-Din ibn Salar” who served as governor of the Aleppo citadel.*”
It should be noted that two brothers of Salar, Da’ad and Juba, who were the
greatest supporters of Salar during his conflict against al-Nasir Muhammad,
were released by the latter already in 715/1315, after five years of imprison-
ment.**

38 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 3:309.

3Tbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujium, 9:11; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:75; Baybars al-Mansuri, Al-Tuhfah, 206; Ibn
Hajar, Durar, 2:281-82.

39Tbn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:368.

31 Al-Shujaf, Tarikh, 220; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:615.

*21bn Hajar, Durar, 2:90; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 46.

$3Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 51; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 3:626, 848; Ahmad ibn ‘Ali Ibn Hajar al-
‘Asqalani, Inba’ al-Ghumr bi-Abna’ al-Umr (Hyderabad, 1969), 3:280.

34Rjchards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 51.

3%Tbn Qadi Shuhbah, Tarikh, 3:363.

6 Al-Magqrizi, Sulik, 2:144.
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Kitbugha

1. Anas ibn Kitbugha was appointed by his father, Sultan Kitbugha, as his
deputy when he left Cairo for Damascus in 695/1296.*7 Al-Nasir Muhammad
honored and promoted not only Anas but also his children.*s

2. ‘Aliibn Kitbugha was made amir tablkhanah in 742/1341.>* It is reasonable to
assume, then, that he was amir during al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign as well.

3. ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Malik al-<Adil Kitbugha died as amir of ten in Cairo in
744/1344. His son Ahmad inherited his amirate.*®

Turuntay

1. Muhammad ibn Turuntay is mentioned among the amirs tablkhanah who
accompanied Baybars al-Mansari when he was dispatched to put down the
Bedouin revolt in southern Egypt in 700/1300.*" Despite his blindness, he
became amir of one hundred during al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign. He died
in 731/1331.** His son ‘Abd Allah, who was also the son of Qibjaq’s daughter,
was an amir of ten and died in 741/1341 when he was only eighteen.**

2. ‘Ali ibn Turuntay was an amir of ten in Egypt. He died in 726/1326."

Kujkun

1. Muhammad ibn Kujkun was amir tablkhanah and amir shikar (master of the
royal hunt) in Damascus. In 752/1351-52 he was appointed wali al-wulah

37Tbid., 1:816.

*#]bn Hajar, Durar, 1:417; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:628-29.

s“Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 45. It is not explicitly mentioned that ‘Alf’s father was al-Adil
Kitbugha. However, since there are no other mamluks named Kitbugha mentioned in the sources
except Kitbugha ra’s nawbah al-Adili al-Manstri (see n. 190 above), I assume that he is the son
of al-<Adil Kitbugha.

30 Al-Shuja‘, Tarikh, 266.

$1Baybars al-Mansuri, Zubdah, 349.

52 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:480; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:459; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:338; Richards, “Mamluk
Amirs,” 43.

3 Zetterstéen, Beitrdge, 317; al-Shuja‘i, Tarikh, 121.

54 Al-Safadi, Ayan, 3:384; Mufaddal ibn Abi al-Fad®il, Agypten und Syrien, 36. According to
Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, ‘Ali died in 766/1364-65; see Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:56; Richards, “Mamluk
Amirs,” 49.
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(head of the northern or southern districts of Egypt). In 754/1353 he was ap-
pointed governor of Homs, where he died a few months later at age sixty.*”

2. Ahmad ibn Kujkun is mentioned among the amirs of ten who accompanied
the sultan on the hajj pilgrimage in 732/1332.5%

Aybak al-Tawil

1. Muhammad ibn Aybak al-Tawil served as shadd al-sahil and wali al-wulah
bi-al-safagah al-qibliyah (in charge of the southern districts of Damascus).
Later he was in charge of the fortresses of al-Rahbah and al-Ja'bar. Toward
the end of his life he served for about half a year as amir in Safad until his
death in the plague of 749/1348.%

2. ‘Ali ibn Aybak al-Tawil served as amir tablkhanah in Damascus, probably
during al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign. Later he served as amir tablkhanah
in Tripoli. In 760/1359 or 761/1360 he became amir hajib in Tripoli and in
763/1362 amir in Damascus, where he died in 764/1363.%#

Other Sons of Mansiiri Amirs

1. Jaraktamur ibn Bahadur ra’s nawbah presented himself to Baybars al-
Jashnakir after his father’s death in 693/1293, and he was made amir by Bay-
bars al-Jashnakir in 708/1309. When al-Nasir Muhammad arrived in Cairo,
he wanted to arrest Jaraktamur but the latter received a pardon, thanks to
the efforts of his father-in-law, Qarasunqur.*” Jaraktamur continued to serve
as amir, and in 722/1322 he is mentioned among the amirs tablkhanah who
accompanied the sultan on his hajj.** In 735/1334 he was appointed gover-
nor of Gaza, and in 736/1336 governor of Homs. In 740/1340 he is mentioned
again among the amirs tablkhanah.*' His two sons were amirs tablkhanah.**

3 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 5:104; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 4:151.

»6 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:352.

%7 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:341-42; idem, Wafi, 2:233; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:393.

8 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 3:304.

%*Tbn Hajar, Durar, 1:534; al-Shuja‘i, Tarikh, 223.

30 Al-Magqrizi, Suluk, 2:352; Ibn al-Dawadari, Kanz, 9:366.

361 Al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:379, 403, 499, 571, 579-80, 615; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 45-46.
322Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 46.
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2. ‘Ali ibn Tughril al-Ighani is mentioned as amir tablkhanah in 725/1325. Later
he became an amir of one hundred in Cairo. He is mentioned as one of the
greatest amirs in 740/1339-40. In 748/1347 he served for a few months as the
chief hajib of Damascus. He died in Cairo in the plague of 749/1348-49.%"

3. Muhammad ibn Baybars al-Ahmadi served as one of the amirs tablkhanah
in Egypt. He died in 752/1351 in southern Egypt.** His son Ahmad is men-
tioned as an amir of ten in 778/1377 who accompanied the sultan on hajj.**

4. Qutljja ibn Balaban al-Jokandar was an amir tablkhanah in Damascus.
Al-Nasir Muhammad appointed him one of the silahdariyah. He died in
720/1320.3¢

5. Muhammad ibn Tamur al-Saqi was an amir who died in Damascus in
728/1328 when he was thirty-five.*”

6. Khalil ibn Balaban Turna is mentioned as an amir tablkhanah in Syria at the
end of al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign.*®

7. Baktamur ibn Kiray was an amir who died in 731/1331.*

8. Muhammad ibn Aqush al-Matrihi was an amir and a hadith scholar. He
died in 735/1335.57

9. Ahmad ibn Almalik al-Jikandar was made an amir tablkhanah by al-Nasir
Muhammad and amir of one hundred in the reign of Sultan Hasan ibn
al-Nasir Muhammad (748-52/1347-51; 744-62/1354-61). In 775/1373-74 he
served as governor of Gaza and later as the governor of Jerusalem and He-
bron. In the same year he came back to Cairo and served as a hajib there.
In 779/1377-78 he left his military-political career and became a devout Sufi.

363 Al-Maqrizi, Sulitk, 2:260, 498, 738, 795; al-Safadi, A“yan, 3:385; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:56; Richards,
“Mamluk Amirs,” 41-42.

*4Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujum, 10:253; al-Maqrizi, Suluk, 2:857.

36Tbn Taghribirdi, AI-Nujam, 11:71.

366 Al-Safadi, A%yan, 4:128-29; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:255; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 48.

67 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:374; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:412.

368 A1-Shuja‘i, Tartkh, 95.

9 Al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:337.

0 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:340.
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He died in 793/1391.*" Another amir of one hundred was Ahmad’s cousin
Albaki ibn akhi Almalik (d. 756/1355), who served before him as governor of
Gaza.’”

10. Muhammad ibn Mughultay al-Mas‘adi served as the wali of Cairo. He be-
came an amir of twenty in 791/1389 and died one year later.*”

11. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Biktash al-Mankursi was appointed by his father as
amir al-hajj in 754/1353. Before his death in 757/1356 Biktash gave his igta‘to
his son.*

12.Muhammad ibn Taghan (al-Mansuri) is mentioned among the awlad al-
nas who were made amirs of one hundred by Sultan Hasan ibn al-Nasir
Muhammad.*” It is reasonable to assume, then, that he served as an amir
also during al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign.

13. Ahmad ibn Baktamur al-Ala’1 was an amir.”

Conclusions

1. Thirty-nine sons of Mansuri amirs, and ten of their grandsons, became
amirs.

2. Four of them were amirs of one hundred during al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign;
three others became amirs of one hundred after al-Nasir Muhammad’s death,

most of them during the reign of Sultan Hasan ibn al-Nasir Muhammad.

3. Among the amirs of one hundred are the sons of al-Nasir Muhammad’s
enemies, like Tughril al-Ighani and Qarasunqur.

4. Eleven were amirs tablkhanah.

$'Tbn Hajar al-“Asqalani, Inba’ al-Ghumr, 3:84; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:108; Richards, “‘Mamluk Amirs,”
41.

2Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:405; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 41.

%3Ibn al-Furat, Tarikh, 9:135, 214; al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 3:653; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 48.

7 Al-Safadi, A‘yan, 1:699-700; Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 51.

%1bn Taghribirdi, Al-Manhal, 5:127. Most of the other recipients of this amirate of one hundred
were sons of Manstri amirs, so it is reasonable to assume that he is the son of Taghan al-
Mansuri, though only the name Ttaghan is mentioned.

Richards, “Mamluk Amirs,” 51.
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5. Nineteen amirs continued (and several started) to serve after al-Nasir
Muhammad’s death.

Final Conclusions

During the first three years of al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign, dozens of
Mansuri amirs—and others who were related to them—were imprisoned or ex-
ecuted by the young sultan. These moves might convey the impression that the
Mansiriyah was eliminated by al-Nasir Muhammad. However, a closer look at
the careers of the Mansuri amirs reveals that many of them, including al-Nasir
Muhammad’s former enemies, continued to play an important role in the polit-
ical-military life of the sultanate during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. This
conclusion is strengthened by the observations of Mamluk historians. Moreover,
many of the mamluks and descendants of these Mansari amirs gained very high
positions as amirs in the sultanate during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign and
after. The conclusive findings are as follows: Forty-two Mansari amirs conducted
honorable careers during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign. Seventeen of them
served as amirs of one hundred during different periods of his third reign; forty
mamluks of the Mansiri amirs became amirs as well, fifteen of them amirs of
one hundred. Twenty-one of their sons and seven of their descendants are also
mentioned as amirs; thirty-nine sons of Mansuri amirs and ten of their grand-
sons became amirs during and after al-Nasir Muhammad’s reign. Eight of them
were amirs of one hundred. The “Mansuriyah heritage” thus consisted of at least
one hundred sixty amirs who continued to play an important part in the mili-
tary and political Mamluk elite from al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign up to the
beginning of the ninth/fifteenth century. Among these amirs, not less than forty-
three (more than twenty-five percent) served as amirs of one hundred for certain
periods.

The studies of Amitai, Levanoni, Van Steenbergen, and Clifford, mentioned at
the beginning of this article, already pointed out that the military elite during al-
Nasir Muhammad’s third reign was not based purely on the Nasiriyah mamluks.
However, the data discussed in the present article reveals that the Manstriyah’s
position was much more dominant than previously assumed. Amitai, in his anal-
ysis of the military elite in 712/1312, classified four out of twenty-two amirs of
one hundred as belonging to the Mansuriyah, though at least thirteen of them
were Mansurl amirs or related to them.*” Van Steenbergen, who examined the

*"The four amirs who are classified as Manstari mamluks are Sanjar al-Jumaqdar, Qaralajin,
Aybak al-Rami, and Baybars al-Ahmadi. However, three other amirs, who are mentioned as
“non-affiliated,” should be added: Ayadamur al-Khatiri, Qulli, and Almalik. Other amirs of one
hundred mentioned in this list who were related to the Mansuriyah are Jankali ibn Baba al-
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identity of the members of the military elite thirty years later on the eve of al-
Nasir Muhammad’s death, correctly identified four out of the twenty-five amirs
of one hundred as Mansari amirs, but four other amirs that were related to the
Mansiuriyah should be added.** In his dissertation, Clifford mentions only sixteen
Manstri mamluks (really only eleven), seven of their sons, and three of their
grandsons, who served as amirs during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign.*” Aya-
lon, it should be noted, discusses only four Burji amirs who continued their ca-
reers during al-Nasir Muhammad’s third reign.*

Finally, we must return to al-Nasir Muhammad’s enigmatic policy and his long
reign, given the prominent position of the Mansturiyah and many other amirs
who were related to them during this period. This question can be refined even
further, since many of the high-ranking amirs during al-Nasir Muhammad’s
reign belonged or were related to his greatest opponents and enemies. In my opin-
ion, al-Nasir Muhammad could not assert real authority over his own mamluks,
since, in contrast to his father Qalawun, who fostered his Mansiriyah mam-
luks for many years before becoming sultan, al-Nasir Muhammad was only
twenty-four at the beginning of his third reign. Most of his mamluks were more
or less his age or even older than him, and he did not have the opportunity to
educate them “as father” for many years and thus to achieve severity (satwah)

Wafidi, who is mentioned together with Baybars al-Jashnakir’s Burji supporters (Ibn Taghribirdsi,
Al-Nujim, 8:251) and Husayn ibn Jandar (or: Jandarbak), Wafidi’s son, who was a close associate
of Aqush al-Afram (al-Maqrizi, Sulitk, 2:313-14). Other amirs of one hundred originated among
the mamluks of Manstri amirs: Bahadur al-Mu‘izzi and Aydughdi Shuqayr were mamluks of
Lajin, Aslam was a mamluk of Salar, and Baktamur al-Husami a mamluk of Turuntay; see Ami-
tai, “Military Elite,” 149.

%The Mansari amirs are Almalik, Baybars al-Ahmadi, Sanjar al-Jawli, and Kakay. Two other
amirs of one hundred are the mamluks of Balaban al-Tabbakhi al-Mansuari, Aydughmish amir
akhir, and Turghay al-Jashnakir. Jankali ibn Baba was a supporter of Baybars al-Jashnakir, and
Qumari al-Kabir was the brother of Baktamur al-Saqi, Baybars al-Jashnakir’s loyal mamluk; see
Van Steenbergen, “Mamluk Elite,” 174, 177.

7 Clifford, “State Formation,” 261-72, esp. 265-66. Clifford mentions only these eleven Mansiri
amirs: Baybars al-Ahmadi, Sanjar al-Jawli, Aydamur al-Khatiri al-Rami, Sanjar al-Jumaqdar,
Baybars al-Mansiiri, Bahadur As, Tamur al-Saqi, Balaban Turna, Baktat al-Qarmani, Aqish al-
Ashrafi, and Baktamur al-Jukandar. In addition, he classified as Manstari mamluks five other
amirs: Agsunqur al-Salari (whom I considered a mamluk of Salar); Alagtamur or Araqtamur
al-Saqi (who is not mentioned as Mansiri in any of the sources I have checked); Baybars al-Hajib
(who is mentioned as Mansuri only in Ibn Taghribirdi’s Al-Manhal, 3:475, as opposed to idem,
Al-Nujiam, 10:100-1; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 1:508); Qirtay (al-Ashrafi; see Mufaddal ibn Abi al-Fada’il,
Agypten und Syrien, 9, 21; Ibn Hajar, Durar, 3:248; al-Safadi, A‘yan, 4:101-2; al-Magqrizi, Sulik,
2:376); and Aruqtay, whom I considered as Nasiri; see n. 140 above. Clifford discusses only three
mamluks of the Manstriyah amirs, those of Balaban al-Tabbakhi and Altunfush, the mamluk of
Aqush al-Afram; see Clifford, “State Formation,” 264.

380 Ayalon, “Bahri Mamliks, Burji Mamluks,” 38.
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over his mamluks. Similarly, the Nasiriyah mamluks never felt emotions of awe
(mahabah) toward their master, unlike the feelings of the Manstriyah mamluks
toward their master Qalawin. In addition, it seems that during the turbulent
Mansiuriyah period, the main principles of mamluk loyalty, those between fel-
lows of the same khushdashiyah and even between mamluks and their master,
were much eroded. The fact that al-Nasir Muhammad used Mansari amirs to
arrest their own khushdashs, as mentioned above in section 1.1, is only one ex-
ample of the weakness of the solidarity among the members of the Manstariyah.*
Al-Nasir Muhammad understood, hence, that a threat to his rule could come
from any political contender, regardless of their affiliation to a certain patron or
khushdashiyah. How, then, did this sultan manage to preserve his rule for such
a long time? I believe that it was mostly thanks to a combination of his ever-
suspicious, maybe paranoid, character, his highly effective intelligence network
of internal spies and, above all, a great deal of luck. Indeed, al-Maqrizi testified,
after an incident in 721/1321 in which the sultan succeeded in saving himself from
a great danger posed by his mamluks, that “it was a wonder that he emerged
unscathed.”* These kinds of wonders, it seems, continued to accompany Sultan
al-Nasir Muhammad during his long reign.

81See: Mazor, The Rise and Fall of a Muslim Regiment, 147-94.

382

Wa-‘uddat salamatuhu min al-“aja’ib.” See Levanoni, Turning Point, 64 (=al-Maqrizi, Sulik, 2:229).
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