Introduction

The Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg of Mamluk Studies at the University of Bonn
and the Mamluk Studies programs of the Middle East Documentation Center at
the University of Chicago have worked closely together since the founding of the
Kolleg by Stephan Conermann in 2011. As the Kolleg enters its final two years
of funding by the German Research Foundation, we thought it appropriate to
contribute an issue of Mamluk Studies Review, celebrating this collaboration and
highlighting the contributions that the Kolleg is making to the field through the
research of its fellows, visitors, and staff. I am, as always, grateful to Marlis Saleh
for her vision and enthusiasm for new things, which resulted in the invitation to
guest edit this special issue.

The contributors to this volume have been affiliated with the Kolleg at some
point in the last five years. Many of them are publishing in MSR for the first time,
and this was one of our goals. They represent the range of specializations and
career stages that constitute the Kolleg community. The papers in this issue are a
deliberately eclectic mix of intellectual, social, economic, environmental, and art
histories and collectively illustrate three ways in which our field has developed
in recent years, and which have been encouraged and cultivated by the Kolleg:
pushing the disciplinary boundaries of our field, asking new questions, and find-
ing ways to answer them with new (and frequently hybrid) methods.

Our contributors are:

Noah Gardiner: Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Religious
Studies, University of South Carolina—]Jr. Fellow at the Kolleg 2015-2016

Abdelkader Al Ghouz: Scientific Coordinator, Annemarie Schimmel Kol-
leg—]Jr. Fellow 2014-2015

Torsten Wollina: Researcher, Orient-Institut Berlin—Jr. Fellow 2011-2012

Iman Abdulfattah: Ph.D. student, Islamic Art and Archaeology, Univer-
sity of Bonn—Ph.D. scholarship holder 2014-2015

Ellen Kenney: Assistant Professor of Islamic Art and Architecture, De-
partment of Arab and Islamic Civilizations, American University in
Cairo— Ulrich Haarmann Memorial Lecture (UHML) speaker May 2012

Bethany Walker: Co-Director of the Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg—Sr. Fel-
low 2012

Sofia Laparidou: European Research Council project Research Assistant,
University of Thessaloniki—participant in Environmental Disasters
workshop at Kolleg in October 2016
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Annette Hansen: Ph.D. student in Archaeobotany, Institute of Archaeol-
ogy, University of Groningen—Ph.D. scholarship holder Fall 2016

Chiara Corbino: Honorary Fellow, University of Sheffield—]r. Fellow 2016-
2017

Bethany J. Walker, Guest Editor

Research Professor/Chair of Mamluk Studies
Director, Research Unit of Islamic Archaeology, University of Bonn
Member of Editorial Board, Mamlik Studies Review
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