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CAVITATION CONTROLLED ACOUSTIC
PROBE FOR FABRIC SPOT CLEANING AND
MOISTURE MONITORING

CONTRACTUAL ORIGIN OF THE INVENTION

The United States Government has rights in this invention
pursuant to Contract No. W-31-109-ENG-38 between the
United States Government and Argonne National Labora-

tory.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method and apparatus
for monitoring fabrics for moisture, and more particularly to
an acoustic probe and process using the acoustic probe for
monitoring fabrics for moisture and in dry cleaning the
fabrics.

2. Description of the Prior Art

A need exists for an automated system for detecting
moisture, oily spots or the like in the fabrics that is reliable
and efficient. It is desirable to use such an automated system
during the manufacture and processing of the fabrics to
facilitate removal of the moisture and/or dry cleaning or
fabric spot cleaning using little or no solvent. Development
of cleaning systems using small amounts of cleaning sol-
vents would aid the industry with respect to future EPA
requirements. It is desirable to reduce the time required to
process a fabric.

It is an object of the present invention to provide an
improved method and apparatus for monitoring fabrics for
moisture.

It is another object of the present invention to provide an
improved method and apparatus for monitoring moisture in
a fabric using an acoustic probe.

It is another object of the present invention to provide an
improved method and apparatus for monitoring moisture in
a fabric using an acoustic probe to provide dry cleaning or
fabric spot cleaning using little or no solvent.

It is another object of the present invention to provide an
improved method and apparatus for monitoring moisture in
a fabric overcoming some of the disadvantages of known
arrangements for fabric cleaning. ’

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In brief, these and other objects and advantages of the
invention are provided by a method and apparatus for
monitoring a fabric. An acoustic probe generates acoustic
waves relative to the fabric. An acoustic sensor, such as an
accelerometer is coupled to the acoustic probe for generating
a signal representative of cavitation activity in the fabric.
The generated cavitation activity representative signal is
processed to indicate moisture content of the fabric. A
feature of the invention is that a feedback control signal is
generated responsive to the generated cavitation activity
representative signal. The feedback control signal can be
used to control the energy level of the generated acoustic
waves and to control the application of a cleaning solution
to the fabric.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will become readily apparent upon consideration
of the following detailed description and attached drawing,
wherein:
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FIG. 1is a schematic and block diagram representation of
a fabric monitoring system of the invention; and

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an acoustic probe and a
probe housing removed from the acoustic probe of the fabric
monitoring system of FIG. 1.

DETAIL ED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIG. 1 of the drawing, there is shown a
schematic and block diagram representation of a fabric
monitoring system according to the invention generally
designated by the reference numeral 10. Fabric monitoring
system 10 is a simple, low cost arrangement. Fabric moni-
toring system 10 is used to detect moisture content of a
fabric 12 to provide an indication of the moisture content of
the fabric and also can be used to provide corrective spot
cleaning of the fabric.

Fabric monitoring system 10 includes an acoustic probe
14 operatively controlled by an acoustic power controller
16, an accelerometer 18 attached to the acoustic probe 14 for
detecting cavitation activity and feedback and control signal
processing circnitry generally designated by the reference
numeral 20. Acoustic probe 14 is a high-power acoustic
probe advantageously used in textile processing. When
large-amplitude acoustic waves propagate in a liquid, non-
linear acoustic effects such as cavitation occur. Cavitation
may cause liquid evaporation and induce chemical reactions.
The cavitation effects resulting from use of the acoustic
probe 14 on a fabric 12 include liquid evaporation, loosening
of the foreign material representing a spot and/or some
chemical reactions could occur. Close monitoring of cavi-
tation activity provides control for an acoustic cleaning
process and a detection of moisture content in a fabric
material. A commercially available accelerometer or a
piezoelectric ceramic sensor can be used for the accelerom-
eter 18.

Feedback and control signal processing circuitry 20
includes the accelerometer 18 for detecting cavitation activ-
ity which is typically indicated by the presence of subhar-
monics. The accelerometer output signal is applied to a
pre-amplifier 22 and amplified. The amplified signal is
applied to a bandpass filter 24. Then peak amplitudes are
measured from the filtered signal at a peak detector block 26.
Peak amplitude values are applied to a caviation detection
logic block 28. The caviation detection logic block 28
generates a feedback control signal that is applied to the
acoustic power controller 16, for example to control the
output power according to the amount of moisture remaining
in fabric.

Caviation detection logic block 28 detects subharmonics
and generates a signal representing the detected moisture
content in a fabric 12 that is applied to a moisture indicator
block 30. Caviation detection logic block 28 generates a
control signal that is applied to a cleaning solution controller
32. A valve 36 controls flow from a cleaning solution supply
38 via a conduit indicated by a line labelled CLEANING
SOLUTION and a nozzle indicated by an arrow labelled A
to the fabric 12. Valve 36 is operatively controlled by the
cleaning solution controller 32 responsive to the applied
control signal from the caviation detection logic block 28.
For spot cleaning, a small amount of cleaning solution is
applied to the fabric 12 at a rate proportional to the cavita-
tion signals identified by the caviation detection logic block
28. The fabric can be moving as indicated by an arrow B.
The acoustic probe 14 with the attached cleaning solution
nozzle A-can be moved around to provide spot cleaning. The
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rate of injecting cleaning solution is controlled by the
cavitation signals which generally appear as the subharmon-
ics of the probe frequency. The selection of cleaning solution
will be determined by the type of spots to be cleaned.

As shown in FIG. 2, the acoustic probe 14 includes a stack
of hollow piezoelectric ceramics 40 that generate high-
power longitudinal waves of frequency below 40 KHz and
a horn-shaped waveguide 42 coupled to the piezoelectric
ceramic by a booster 44. Waveguide 42 focuses acoustic
energy generated by the piezoelectric ceramics 40 to a small
area. The accelerometer 18 is attached near a tip 46 of the
waveguide 42 for detecting the cavitation signals. A pair of
mounting studs 46 mount waveguide 42 to the booster 44
and the booster to a support 48 that supports the stack of
piezoelectric ceramics 40. A housing generally designated
by the reference character 50 includes a cylindrical body 52
defining a cavity for receiving the stack of piezoelectric
ceramics 40. An upper surface 54 of the housing 50 includes
an aperture 56 for receiving a connector 58. Connector 58 is

. mounted on the support 48. Connector 58 is connected to a
negative lead 60 and a positive lead 62 connected to opposed
ends of the stack of piezoelectric ceramics 40 for coupling
an electrical signal to or from the stack of piezoelectric
ceramics. A plurality of apertures 64 are provided in the
housing body 52 to facilitate air flow and cooling of the
stack of piezoelectric ceramics 40.

The stack of piezoelectric ceramics 40 may be formed by
piezoelectric lead zirconate titanate (PZT-4) rings mounted
by the support 48. Waveguide 42 and booster 44 can be
formed of mild steel having appropriate dimensions for
resonant frequency as determined by the operating fre-
quency of the stack of piezoelectric ceramics 40.

In brief summary, the fabric monitoring system 10 with
the acoustic probe 14 can effectively remove oil, paint and
other spots from fabric 12. The acoustic spot cleaning is fast
and saves energy as compared to conventional cleaning
arrangements. Fabric monitoring system 10 can be used for
spot cleaning of cloth and fabrics during processing and
potentially reduce use of conventional cleaning solutions
which are environmentally hazardous.

Obviously, many modifications and variations of the
present invention are possible in light of the above teach-
ings. Thus, it is to be understood that, within the scope of the
appended claims, the invention may be practiced otherwise
than as specifically described above.

What is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

1. Apparatus for monitoring a fabric comprising:

acoustic probe means for generating acounstic waves rela-
tive to the fabric; wherein said acoustic probe means
includes a stack of piezoelectric ceramics for generat-
ing acoustic longitudinal waves having a predeter-
mined frequency and wherein said predetermined fre-
quency is less than 40 Khz; wherein said acoustic probe
means includes a horn-shaped waveguide and; wherein
said horn-shaped waveguide is coupled to said stack of
piezoelectric ceramics by a booster member;

acoustic sensor means coupled to said acoustic probe
means for generating a signal representative of cavita-
tion activity in the fabric; and

signal processing means responsive to said acoustic sen-
sor means for processing said generated signal to
indicate moisture content of the fabric.
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2. Apparatus for monitoring a fabric as recited in claim 1
wherein said stack of piezoelectric ceramics is mounted
within a housing. '

3. Apparatus for monitoring a fabric as recited in claim 1
wherein said acoustic probe means includes a positive lead
and a negative lead connected to opposed ends of said stack
of piezoelectric ceramics.

4. Apparatus for monitoring a fabric comprising:

acoustic probe means for generating acoustic waves rela-
tive to the fabric;

acoustic sensor means coupled to said acoustic probe
means for generating a signal representative of cavita-
tion activity in the fabric;

signal processing means responsive to said acoustic sen-
sor means for processing said generated sigmal to
indicate moisture content of the fabric; wherein said
signal processing means further includes feedback con-
trol means coupled to said acoustic sensor means for
generating a control signal related to said moisture
content of the fabric; and

cleaning solution controller means for controlling clean-
ing solution applied to the fabric responsive to said
generated control signal.

S. Apparatus for monitoring a fabric as recited in claim 4
wherein said signal processing means include a peak detec-
tor coupled to said accelerometer and cavitation detection
logic coupled to said peak detector for generating said
control signal.

6. Apparatus for monitoring a fabric comprising:

acoustic probe means for generating acoustic waves rela-
tive to the fabric;

acoustic sensor means coupled to said acoustic probe
means for generating a signal representative of cavita-
tion activity in the fabric; and

signal processing means responsive to said acoustic sen-

sor means for processing said generated signal to
indicate moisture content of the fabric; wherein said
signal processing means further includes feedback con-
trol means coupled to said acoustic sensor means for
generating a control signal related to said moisture
content of the fabric; wherein said feedback control
means includes means for generating a control signal
for controlling an energy level of said generated acous-
tic waves proportional to a detected moisture content of
the fabric.

7. A method for monitoring a fabric with a fabric moni-
toring system including a high power acoustic probe com-
prising the steps of:

generating acoustic waves relative to the fabric;

detecting cavitation activity and generating a signal;

processing said generated signal to indicate moisture
content of the fabric; wherein said step of processing
said generated signal includes the step of identifying
amplitude peaks of said generated signal and convert-
ing said identified amplitude peaks to a control signal
applied to the high power acoustic probe; and

controlling a cleaning solution being applied to the fabric
responsive to said generated control signal.
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