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Preface

Modern research in Sanskrit requires the ability to read
manuscripts in Grantha characters, especially where text editing
is concerned. Primers or guides to the Grantha script are not
available in many libraries. Those texts which had formerly
been available are either out of print or not readily available
for sale. I have been approached by many scholars, both Indian
and Western, to read manuscripts in Grantha script or transcribe
them into Devanfigari characters. The following is a small at-
tempt to acquaint those scholars required to read Grantha manu-
scripts or inscriptional material with this script.

Grantha has a very early origin. Its association with the
Dravidian scripts, particularly with Tamil, is well known. More
details on this topic may be found in books on Indian paleogra-
phy by A. C. Burnell, G. Biihler, and others.

The written form of a script varies from individual to
individual and it is not possible to give all such variations.
The idiosyncrasies of a hand must be ascertained from each
manuscript. But a scholar who is acquainted with the language
and the standard printed form of the characters will find it
easy bto identify all the variations. Hence 1 have taken into
account only the printed form of the characters.

I hope this will suffice as an introduction to the scholar.
Suggestions for correction or improvement will be gratefully
received.

K. Venugopalam
Deccan College
Pune 411 006
India

July, 1983
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The Grantha Characters

Vowels

oo aF HHw I 2.4l & av ||o 3 62,

o M G| w > 2= @ &, oy au.sﬁ'skmr
L 3 o ||+ B Ble T aa|m— o
L § T | ¥ R 83wl o eaar| h ¢ E
Consonants
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b 9 ol b 0B b oSl B o o5 |m H B
y T uwi| n {~r§— L& @; L Y A Et\n?
s o] s Tot|k ad| &b 4 ag
1. This long vowel never, to my knowledge, occurs in litera-

ture. Yet it is given for the sake of symmetry in all primers.
I have omitted it from the charts of consonant vowel combina-
tions. The short vocalic 1 is replaced by the consonant @g in
many mss. This should be apparent, after practice, with
knowledge of Sanskrit.

2. This retroflex bears possible influence from Tamil. It is
frequently replaced by @ (& )except in Tantric works where it
is a separate SHZHIFET' |

3. € denotes a consonant without an added vowel. It is equiva-
lent to the virZma in Devanagari.



Vowels in combination with consonants have the following
forms:

ar | N | -

ar] & ‘q”

1
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ft oL 616 .
2| | e
ot | | -or

Combinations of all consonants with all vowels:

.
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The conjunct consonants, as a rule, are written one above
the other. The upper one is the pure consonant and the lower
one is pronounced with the required vowel. The vowel sign is
written after the conjunct or over the upper one according to
the sign. Examples are:

Kioo| 5 | osie | Cikkamah Rrger: [ Gow:
3 ﬁ\mk&-ﬁa}y

Kki 5 P BokKi ke
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Some consonants change shape in conjuncts giving the con-

juncts a special combined form. Following are all such forms:

Eth
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The consonant fU'(V'fT) is represented in two ways. When
following a consonant it is written as under the consonant;
but when it precedes a consonant it takes the form _1 written
after the consonant or conjunct.

K~ & on | Kyvow olcxto %Rﬂ% By "gr_ ’Qq
Kvomkih Eﬂf%Ti égjngﬁaz

ks bl | By gy o n k)

y - onwm | Evasak peal _gy-ﬂmwt %
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1. In many cases (both in print and mss.) a (ﬁ)(ék,&I) is
replaced by %) (AAL,(F). Other examples are:

AT - Broul ; T 1 - W Baws:



The consonant U

symbol

(3 ,IT)is represented in conjuncts by the
only when it is the final member.

conjunct contains an initial o

place.

e

But when the

(R,3) nr(_fl,\) takes the last
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The final & (t, A)is written as &9 and the
final & (n,el) as M. Normally this will be at the end of

the sentence but in print and mss.
sentences as well as in combinations.
recognized. Examples are:

it is found in the middle of
This can be easily

.

Eonmok
Kkk?t?ua
Anvavolsore

ukP&Ana

AV anar

Evim  Kyoomnam

vam Podha-
gomeh

AEATL e
starey | - Seefed
qiaFaQ_ Mo atldy NAT
ST 2 - BRoing y

Eqéqui & ooun 2w
Ao gy | S &N

AT W O Yo W Genin col«g_:s
MEN

The final 9@ is written as (§ and the medial anusv&ra as

a o. AnusvEra occasionally replaces the nasals except oF.
ok 3eGLiy; o+ ‘G W ¢

Kawbthed TE% 5

‘wy' . 3T - &GBST, ot LHeO:
,bamnmau%. Eﬁﬁg . UTsowm . o gﬁé%—u;
ﬁf?uL&m% ZF;QT . Mlowy o enafhy!

P&mfa&ﬂn Tn:ﬂtrq 0L4qlgu_1§

gotem awr | RO

KLQ&MA

, T &9y




In conjuncts with more than two consonants, when any two
have a combined form, it is always written as such.

=

: g - —

kho iﬁ ah v pakfva. T } i %iin

Y Pl
wdv 7 | | Camdyah e 24 hp
o T ah m c\uc\mcivcx% T . 31 ‘721,2
° o
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| '“t?] | e bhninbya T ORI

Important

Care should be taken to distinguish the following pairs,
particularly while reading manuscripts:

oo (Z)’T' (‘i;a)
omd a1 (v, d)
omd 21 (ix,c)

2 (u,3)

o (p,T)
o (P )

M(p&,’m‘)
Ut (y, )
61 (v,a)
2 (u, 3)
2. (4, %)
o (qubbaha)

2. (L, %)

omd 2o (ch, <)
cmd 0D (di | aT)

Owad

SSENQRLY

ol 62 (&, BT)
omd 62 (&, 3W)

omd O (4@&, EE)

ond 2 (1, 3)



Aids for Reading

Words without conjuncts:
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Words with conjuncts:

&(’v‘d}""”e.‘ 3T IJ—}.] = I & %9__@: :

S N I 2R o o Lo
O-hanpamams ATEHSOTH G & oy om
og ik AT SR

Cbmd QTR &2
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panvam 'Cfaéo{ 6 ol
boarmdhical FotJF ; Ml ) D & ¢
arolyoh FJeoT o ol Ry ¢
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Passages for Reading Practice
From the Bhagavadgita:
1.1-5
WAL N ey 0FT & TV OHay 0By v B ey 80 TR N PR
BNI ML 0T omT o SOYT o Hv&voL s ovom ua
QT‘J ‘)_’,rrr_g*v mnmmnj&ao i) O PATS Qr-vmu__mcb'_gmg,rrl
@mnu—li?'uqu%_ab T Rr a32385 Fendy o8 6
a1 anuTy) o a}_Jﬂ’sg)T‘oﬂLJ*ur_Q) Tosrn Jrascbadd 8@&1@8‘9(}\
LINEORA T QITGL_:‘Z,. OO By K uﬁomq.bwr \S'é‘,_grr“
By vTDEa Bagg;w%rr e IT ﬁ?nmimﬁman utuS) |
WS T WO WOR BB S e L. gy ?{j—“m—’?—rﬂ Qamarmus: |
Wy W0k 5 m&v@wﬁn’_rb; Grudlwn guy oF wd eun ap|
ummw@@&w’@mngg mmuvnug_’ug(fprvmw_%m;l)
4.33-35
O YTy uan Erjm}%uw%%%ﬂ%n‘_g W Byt AT 06 |
o el 8_1,11'()73@,0 a1qus] %wwmr@mawmyr_ﬂ
v__&ﬁ.ﬂ a1 sm‘ﬂu..m___g.j sx._xrxﬂncs;mmrrg; aev o oA |
meg,csaﬁog@ D6 g " B %n.ﬁr_b o B zru&?.r_fb )
u_J"éLnEn_xrr(_rg AlTvh AILMT am T ase quovv%stm_msgau
1m )8 B B OUT Oag esT &j&\s;%ofuhtr_%’_g)bmusw S u il
15.1-2

aor %JD_?, QQQ?MgH@SﬁMo%n&mwmmbu(&
Anfarnom@ W2ow) ot over i ) Woewo aole, o o0t 2 D)6
& W ayTa ?gia o.d]-mg-__&;n’oﬁmh T gl

_wvwenr alyaly B eSlagua odyoin 62|
FHwWyy 3IDer by 5 o og sk

$ A1 3ot RS E) S3vay)alm ol
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Note
The avagraha (§) is indicated by Z in most of the printed

‘?;“3““”@1% U‘Urr%m'@ﬂdls}.%l‘“mar@'
(deunwmIVaAamkwmlﬁmAjmhuwb&mL)
u_rma?.gras)gs \VIJEDu_)_EWNiJrU ﬂmJWa&L%GH.wJ_
mS\‘u}uﬂmmﬁ:g 31 ady &7 vT o A8 w0 B o o 1 e -
) g orv_g R of) B us o6 B340
mrqgaﬁawmjyvn&jmm@mumwmngwaqaﬂgéL
r@§b«\%rrcm B a6 ud QVT 1AM aﬁhq*JLﬂcrﬁ)_ﬁﬂQ,n_
8 n &G ug-uaﬁ.gQsLJﬁjghu_J~¢gn;urvsmh adlag ul oy

-2
8 B3t mmrr oG T BT mi%J A% a1 uld ausenT

dﬁq%uihﬁmi:g 3 1la swra o) MQCMYQ“JEB%” 6 6o T
fouwd s gve wivg §lewrayas)rs)ed .
:% M}wﬁg)ﬁg &&T B anyamy W Idao g &)}mmz)k
L& 0@ (0 1 ad) 6ol m,g;rrj,n‘_ﬁkgg o e & ouan W 3L
W 612 s 30 WY 6y W(QF@QJS m(_ﬁerrg);—w
usb a8y n o ‘9%‘3 03 2 T6) s ory N2
n&s:rku_m AR & eueu amn r | &) am m&};m,(u_saﬁ))ﬂ
Qo T (ﬁn&%@]LL@g_@;[er@m@w, " g
SLJfQGU—lQQU.%}ﬂGqﬁgﬂGN | Bo 0@ B) B3 1 by ~
W 33 ‘aobrrm) Y ni2-06) | &&_ﬂfﬁjm U by

Ut 2 BT o o AN A0 BA_Yy o B ont B 06T 0wy I
QLég\lgﬁﬁﬂQ)g§“l WSy wJErﬂobncnijgenmnngau
@ur@r_guaélm&%(gnaﬁm&q.wlmm—lwnﬁ

Bol®y ) a HYWBLT o anm &y o 6 m%ﬁﬂ_\rvr_ﬂl

books. Generally in the handwritten mss. the avagraha is not
indicated. The reader knowing the language should be able to
identify the places where it occurs.









