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ABSTRACT

Amnesia
spiralling graphite
a demented waltz
to the side and around and around
until cut blooms
syncopate my heart waves
and around and around my head
stiff petals and prickly yarn
chained to the side
twisted, crushed
a cloud of glass shards
gurgling over and around and around
until fresh ashes
precipitate, penetrate and
crack to the side
an enamelled skull

Ammnesia is a continuation of my ongoing exploration in the interaction of different sounds and the
manipulation of rhythm, texture, and timbre to create evocative soundscapes in my music. It is also
a culmination of my interest in composing music using poetry as a starting point, and delving into
the significance of repetition, memory, and groove in my artistic practice. Written for the Grossman
Ensemble, resident ensemble at the Chicago Center for Contemporary Composition, this work was
constructed from four sound sketches and through some guided improvisations with the musicians
and conductor, David Fulmer. The four sound sketches are sonic interpretations of four lines from
my poem “Amnesia” (see above) — “spiralling graphite”, “a demented waltz”, “stiff petals and
prickly yarn”, and “a cloud of glass shards”. By collaging the different sound sketches, I built a piece
loosely based on the poem, playing with repetition, groove, and memory. Familiar gestures return
in new contexts, become trapped in looping grooves, and dissolve into fragments.

Amnesia 1s dedicated to my grandfather, who was diagnosed with dementia a few years ago. The
piece was premiered by the Grossman Ensemble, conducted by David Fulmer, on March 3, 2023
at the Reva and David Logan Center for the Arts, University of Chicago.
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;[mnﬂj’iﬂ for 13 musicians
Yuting Tan (b. 1993)

Performance Time: approx. 10 minutes

Date of Composition: 22 February 2023

Instrumentation:

PERCUSSION KEY:

Flute (dbl. Alto Flute)

Clarinet in Bb (dbl. Bass Clarinet) e - i1
Alto Saxophone (dbl. Baritone Saxophone) i
Horn Play on low C#

) crotale placed face —
Percussion 1 Goagas e C"“g; el Cymbal
(Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Suspended Cymbal, 2 Bongos, 4 Toms) e == == =
Percussion 2 - : ==

(Marimba, Crotales, Temple Blocks, Suspended Cymbal, 2 Congas, Bass Drum)
Harp (tuning key and superball mallet required)
Piano (superball mallet and card/plectrum required, blu-tack optional)
2 Violins
Viola
Cello
Performance Directions:
Winds: Diano:
f f E Flutter-tongue >J Play on piano strings with card/plectrum
J J o Airy sound (70% air, 30% pitch) j Mute with palm or blu-tack

J J o Air sound (No pitch)
Tongue pizzicato (Flute); Tongue Ram (Horn)

O Circular bowing (light, airy, as little pitch as possible)
Slap Tongue (Clarinet and Saxophone); Stopped (Horn)

o X

1:1 5 Bowon bridge to create white noise

‘9 Tongue ram . .
J/ J Pitch-bend up or down away from the notated pitch
N

v
J/J Pitch-bend up or down away from the notated for entire duration of note value
N

pitch for entire duration of note value a
S Pizzicato behind the bridge with fingernail
WwwWwwvw ribra
Wide vibrato %

Marp: L L Pizzicato with palm mute (Cello only)
?D i Sweep palm over strings in notated direction to ]
produce whistling sound “p. Sul Ponticello

Using tuning key, pitch-bend up or down away
J/ J\ from the notated pitch for entire duration of note
value (Sounds 8va)

m.s.p  Molto Sul Ponticello
L . 0.p. Overpressure (crunchy sound)
(’} Dampen strings immediately

o o

J J & Harmonic (Sound 8va)

o

YWWWWWWA - Wide vibrato, with tuning key.

Amnesia
spiralling graphite
a demented waltz
to the side and around and around
until cut blooms
syncopate my heart waves
and around and around my head
stiff petals and prickly yarn
chained to the side
twisted, crushed
a cloud of glass shards
gurgling over and around and around
until fresh ashes
precipitate, penetrate and
crack to the side
an enamelled skull



Commissioned and premiered by the Chicago Center for Contemporary Composition at the University of Chicago
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