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Performance Notes

Conductor:

At rehearsal V, beat patterns are notated because the ensemble will no longer be fully following you at this point.

Notes on the lower staft line with accents should be cued as if they are structural points, and the notes on the upper staft

line should be conducted normally.

During the final section of the piece (rehearsals X and Y), you will be joining with the ensemble as they take control of the piece.

I've laid out the possibility of playing some handheld percussion instruments(s), but you can also sing, join the pianist at the piano,
bring some other instrument, or participate in some other way that calls to you!

Wedge noteheads indicate slap tongue (can substitute short, punchy attacks if slap tongue isn't an option)
x-noteheads indicate key clicks or unpitched air (will be noted locally); pitch of key clicks is not important
flt. indicates fluttertongue

bisbig. indicates bisbigliando or timbral trill

Percussion list:

Percussion 1: Slapstick, Vibraphone, Temple Blocks (5), Suspended Cymbal (high), Glockenspiel, Paper (to crumple), High Japanese Woodblock

High Japanese . Paper Suspended Cymbal
Temple Blocks (5) ~ Woodblock  Slapstick  (to crumple)  (igh)
» o
1T —» r - X
e i e
[

Percussion 2: Bass Drum, Marimba, Tam-tam, Suspended Cymbal, Crotales, Triangle

Suspended
Tam-tam Bass Drum Cymbal Triangle
I

Py
-

Piano:

x-noteheads with wavy lines in between should be played by audibly running fingers along the keyboard
without depressing any keys (this will be an unpitched sound - the marked pitches are just to guide pacing
and gesture

In passages that are not senza misura, boxed material is played inside the piano

Harp:

All notes should be L.v. unless marked staccatto

p-d.Lt. - pres de la table

Strings:

Diamond noteheads indicate harmonics

Triangle noteheads indicate playing behind the bridge on the indicated string

ASP - alto sul ponticello (playing nearly on the bridge)

SP - sul ponticello

PSP - poco sul ponticello

ORD - ordinario

PST - poco sul tasto

ST - sul tasto

AST - alto sul tasto (very far over the fingerboard)

n.v. - non vibrato

vib. ord. - normal vibrato
m.v. - molto vibrato

This is a C (non-transposed) score.

ca. 15" duration

Commissioned by the Center for Contemporary Composition at the University of Chicago, and written with admiration for the Grossman Ensemble.

Chicago, IL - November 27th, 2019
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*) Vary dynamic peaks, long note durations, and rest durations. Move freely among written pitches. Do not coordinate with other players.
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*) restart boxed figure the first few times conductor cues big downbeats (in your own tempo, which can vary each time);
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\Al Senza misura; Empty, desolate

223 try, and fail, to conduct piano's free arpeggiations; give up and trail oft sometime before rehearsal X
Conductor :
Piccolo
o
) |—
P’ 4 ] 1
Picc. 'Cmy pe j
¢ P possibile >
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible; cycle among pitches freely :
) ba |
b’ 4 1
ob. |i . '
S |
P possibile >
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible; cycle among pitches freely E
1
b’ 4 I
CL ey . !
34 2= i
[Y) — 7 !
- 1
P possibile i
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible; _ i
A cycle among pitches freely i
P 4 1
Alto Sax. |Hes l !
LS = =
e >
ppossibile . . .
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible;
cycle among pitches freely
9 &)= = 0 1
Hn. Qﬂ 7 !{h I :
o b b
U oy .
P possibile >
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible;
cycle among pitches freely
I Vib. bo
p” A — = 1
Perc. | |Heyt—= !
NV b
o 7o —— i
P possibile >
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible; cycle among pitches freely !
1
I
Mar. bo Crot. E
Perc. 2 |HH — z ] :
| CEAs = v |
i P possibile = ~—
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible; cycle among pitches freely
ga=-"TTTTTTT ] & |
30"0reh X 2 be be
9 ca. 30" to re | = = - ~ be - ~ . = A |
& e : = ;
Pro freely arpeggiate, vary dynamics within pp-p i
' ~ ~ i
): ™ ¥ o ¥ o H
7 S S !
be be b
8" | 8% _ |
FRed ed Red
bisbig;
. {9 B - i
=)z
P possibile
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible; cycle among pitches freely
W | Senza misura; Empty, desolate
87){1_ = _l
o n bQ_ 2
o 1
Vln. 1 #ﬂ I :
o be i
P possibile >
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible; cycle among pitches freely i
o) o be :
b 4 =) 1
Vln. 1I #ﬂ — I :
o b |
P possibile >
I
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible; cycle among pitches freely !
| A b.ﬂ. :
%) beo /) 7=, 1
via. |18 2 % IB=— i
.y . v = I
P possibile 5!
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible; !
cycle among pitches freely !
: > — = ]
Ve. |EE = :
D P possibile —>
wispy and fragile; begin and end each note as imperceptibly as possible; cycle among pitches freely
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7=

be
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8% __|
P
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)

y AW
[ fan

y AW
[ fan

Conductor

Picc.

Ob.

ClL

Alto Sax.

Hn.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vla.

Ve.
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X

ca. 30"

|
walk at a comfortable pace to the percussion section and choose one or

222" two small hand percussion instruments to use for the ending *)
Conductor I
A begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
o
b’ 4
Pice. |Hey
[Y)
A begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
b’ 4
Ob. |Hes
Dj
A begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
7
ClL |Hes
D}
9 begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure ~
Alto Sax. |fes
Ko
A begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
b’ 4 |
L begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
b’ 4
Perc. 1 |Hey
[Y)
A begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
b’ 4
Perc. 2 |Hey
Ko
ca. 30"
A fe
& —_—
VvV s o =
© he fe re
Pno. tolling; vary dynamics between pp and mp; move among pitches freely, >
playing simultaneities when desired; pedal freely
):
he
begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
|
Hp. { 7 H
X begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
(!
Vin. I [Hey
[Y)
A begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
Vin. 11 |{€f
[Y)
begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
)
via. |8
begin freely adding more pitches to boxed figure
ve. |BE
N

v

*) Or other options outlined in front matter
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Y

225 ca. 60" ca. 60" ca. 60"

I [ !
d

3-4 soloists ¥ |HH

P nf f n

stand up and claim a space y . as you continue your gesture,

somewhere on stage continue soloing begin leaving the hall

solo freely, becoming more as others gather around you, settle on a 0.5-3" if you play a stationary

extroverted with the crescendo gesture that you repeat (rest when desired) instrument, fade out early and
follow the nearest player leaving

if you play a stationary instrument, the hall (you can also grab a

solo from your current location hand percussion instrument to

play as you leave, if desired)

stand up and move toward as you continue your gesture,
the nearest soloist follow your soloist out of the
hall (if they play a stationary

start playing material that supports instrument, follow the nearest

what they're playing, eventually person leaving the hall)
settling on a 0.5-3" gesture that : :
you repeat (rest when desired) if you play a stationary

instrument, fade out early and

if you play a stationary instrument, follow tne neavest player leaving

just look toward them as you play the hall (you can _a]so grab a
Ao instead hand percussion instrument to

play as you leave, i’ desired)

continue boxed figure from
rehearsal X, decreasing in density
with the diminuendo

e
>

10-11 others **)

2
rep n PP f n

*) One wind player; one percussionist/ pianist/harpist, one string player, and optionally one other player from any section
*#) Everyone who is not a soloist, including the conductor on handheld percussion or an instrument of their choice
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