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Instrumentation

Flute (doubling Piccolo and Alto Flute)

Oboe (doubling English Horn)

Clarinet in B-flat (doubling Bass Clarinet)

Alto Saxophone in E-flat (doubling Baritone Saxophone in E-flat)
Hornin F

2 Percussionists
Percussion 1: Glockenspiel
Vibraphone
with aluminum foil preparation (F4, G4, C5, D5; movement I. only)
4 Triangles (low, medium-low, high, and very high)
Splash Cymbal
Sizzle Cymbal
5 Shakers (arranged from high to low on a padded/foam surface)
Bongos
Conga (tuned low)
Bass Drum
Percussion 2: Crotales (2 octaves)
Marimba (5 octave)
with aluminum foil preparation (Bb2, F3; movement 1. only)
Thai Gongs (C#4, D4, E4, F4, F#4, G4, A4, Bb4, flat on a towel-covered surface behind the upper range of
the Marimba keyboard, sometimes suspended)
Medium-Large China Cymbal

Large Suspended Cymbal

Pedal Bass Drum

Medium Tam-tam
Harp
Piano
2 Violins
Viola
Cello

Performance Notes

General

l’ HV ? Sixth-tone (31 cents) lower than p h #,an untempered 7* partial
db d Quarter-tone (50 cents) lower, three-quarters-tone lower, quarter-tone higher, and three-quarters-tone higher
q q g q g

Gradual transition from one playing technique to another

Winds

—o@s) | é Flute harmonic trills: While trilling between two fingerings, change partials to obtain the indicated harmonics.
; = ; Fundamental fingerings are shown in the parts as diamond noteheads and the sounding pitches are normal
/ - noteheads above them.
=3

Oboe reed extended: Pull the reed a/most entirely out of the instrument to produce a distorted, multiphonic timbre on fingerings in
the first octave. Use a lot of air pressure and a firm embouchure. Distortion increases as the oboist takes in more
of the reed, with lips almost touching the thread. The resulting pitch sounds about a half-step lower than the
written pitch.

Bisbigliando: Trill from a note to another fingering for that same note OR a very subtle microtonal trill, depending on
context, ease, and availability of alternate fingerings.

A note name with a dashed bracket or arrow indicates “natural horn” playing. The note name is the sounding

2= = fundamental, but the written pitches are transposed for Horn in F. Do not change valve combinations for the bracketed
passages or “correct” the intonation of any of the partials. The “out of tune” quality of the 7, 11" and 13 partials is
especially desirable. Partial numbers are sometimes included for clarity. Fingerings appear with the fundamental note
and bracket/arrow in the parts.

Duration

ca. 14 minutes

1ii



Program Note

In October 2016, I came across a collection of 9* and 11* century Japanese poems, in English
translations by Jane Hirshfield. I was struck by the simplicity of these aphoristic poems, as well as the
immense range and depth of their emotional content, exploding out of their modest, five-line forms. I've
returned to them as sources of inspiration for my music a number of times over the last four years, first
with Into the empty sky for sextet and electronics, and then in two groups of settings: In this world for
soprano and large ensemble and Ink Dark for mezzo-soprano and string quartet. As much as the poetry
already aligned with the hazy dream worlds and delicate textures of my earlier music, its varied imagery
also pushed me to expand my compositional language to incorporate new gestures, sound worlds, and
musical juxtapositions.

My piece for the Grossman Ensemble, stain, bloom, moon, rain, explores four such images that recur
throughout the poetry collection. In the first movement, stains manifest as soft, sustained dissonant
harmonies or noisy additions to the characteristic sounds of the instruments, like metaphorical guitar
distortion pedals. At the beginning of the second movement, a simple dyad gradually blooms outward
into richer and richer harmonies. The latter half of the movement re-imagines these dyads as luminous
chimes accompanying distant solos. The final movement re-contextualizes several of the musical ideas
and poetic images from the preceding two movements, reflecting the poets’ practice of recycling the
same images with new emotional valences. Rain alternately suggests aging, loneliness and dejection, or a
cool balm to relieve burning, racing thoughts. Here, it transforms harsh or brittle points into a blurry
watercolor of bleeding colors and dripping harmonies.
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