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SUPPLEMENTARY FILE 15: CHAPTER 6 – RESEARCHER’S SCRIPT 
 

Researcher’s Script 

Hello everyone, my name is Steve Jacobs. I am a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Chicago and 
a mediator certified by the Center for Conflict Resolution in Chicago. Today’s discussion will 
center on the U.S. abortion debate. The paper in front of you is a consent form describing the 
nature of this study and your participation. While today’s discussion will be audio-recorded for 
later analysis, the audio will not be shared with anyone and your confidentiality will be protected.  

I’ll give you all a moment to read the consent form. If you agree to participate in today’s study, 
then sign the consent form. If not, then you are free to go.  

*wait for everyone to sign the form or leave* 

Thank you. While you work on the packet, I will begin the audio recording. Once you all complete 
the packet, we will begin the group discussion.  

*turn on audio recording and wait for everyone to complete their packets* 

Thank you. Let’s now begin by going around the room. Please introduce yourself. While you are 
free to identify your position on abortion, today is about working together as Americans to solve 
a collective problem. So perhaps it is best to keep that focus. I’ll start. My name is Steve Jacobs… 
mediation is important because  

*group discussion will take place* 

Thank you. I am now passing out a final packet with questions related to yourself and your beliefs. 
While you work on the packet, I will turn off the audio recording. Once you all complete the 
packet, I will hand out envelopes with your compensation before delivering my closing remarks.  

*turn off audio recording and wait for everyone to complete their packets* 

Thank you for participating in this study. This study uses the mediation method, a type of 
alternative dispute resolution, to understand the U.S. Abortion Debate, reduce the hostility 
surrounding it, and foster more productive policy discussions. This study is an attempt to learn 
about how Americans think about fundamental issues in the U.S. Abortion Debate.  

Your participation is much appreciated and will contribute to a better informed public discussion. 
You are all free to go. Thank you.  
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SUPPLEMENTARY FILE 16: CHAPTER 6 – PRETEST 
 

Consent Form 
IRB Study Number: IRB16-1228 
 
DESCRIPTION: I am a graduate student at the University of Chicago doing a study on people’s 
beliefs about abortion. If you agree to participate, you will be asked to complete a questionnaire 
about yourself and your beliefs, engage in a group discussion about abortion, and complete a final 
short questionnaire. Altogether, your responses on the questionnaires and contributions in the 
discussion will be used to better understand your beliefs about abortion and how the group 
discussion interacted with those beliefs. Your participation should take no more than 90 minutes. 
 
RISKS and BENEFITS: The risks to your participation in this study are those associated with 
traditional studies including boredom, fatigue, minor stress, or breach of confidentiality. There is 
also a risk of experiencing conflicted feelings and experiencing spirited debate. Outside of the $15 
you will receive for participating, the only benefit to you is the learning experience from 
participating in a research study. The benefit to society is the contribution to scientific knowledge. 
Although I ask everyone in the group to respect everyone’s privacy and confidentiality, and not to 
identify anyone in the group or repeat what is said during the group discussion, please remember 
that other participants in the group may accidentally repeat what was said. 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY: Your name, identity, and voice will not be connected to your results and 
no personally identifying data will ever be made available or public. I would like to audio-record 
this interview to make sure that I accurately remember all the information you provide. I will keep 
the recordings on a password-protected computer and they will only be used by myself in the 
transcription process. Once that process is done, all recordings will be destroyed. Consent to be 
audio-recorded is required for participation. Any reports and presentations about the findings from 
this study will not include your name or any other information that could identify you. I might 
share the data I collect in this study with other researchers doing future studies – if I share your 
data, I will not include information that could identify you.  
 
PARTICIPANT’S RIGHTS: Your participation is voluntary. You may stop participating at any 
time by leaving or asking Steve Jacobs to withdraw from the study. If you would like the data you 
provided to be excluded from analyses, please e-mail Steve (stevejacobs@uchicago.edu). You can 
also contact Steve with any additional questions. For questions about your rights as a research 
participant, you may contact The Social & Behavioral Sciences Institutional Review Board, 
University of Chicago, Phone: (773) 834-7835; E-mail: sbs-irb@uchicago.edu.       
 
Please provide your name, signature, and today’s date if you are at least 18 years old, you have 
read and understood this consent form, and you agree to participate in this research study.  
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
Signature: ____________________________________________________________ 
Date: ________________________________________________________________ 
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Please read the instructions for the following multiple choice questions and answer them. 
 
1. At what point does a human’s life begin? (Note: circle only one answer) 
a. The moment of fertilization/conception  
b. The moment a fetus’ heart beats  
c. The moment a fetus shows brain activity  
d. The moment a fetus can feel pain  
e. The moment a fetus can be viable outside the womb  
f. The moment a fetus is born  
g. Other:_____________________________________ 
 
2. At what point is a human’s life worthy of legal consideration? (Note: circle only one answer) 
a. The moment of fertilization/conception  
b. The moment a fetus’ heart beats  
c. The moment a fetus shows brain activity  
d. The moment a fetus can feel pain  
e. The moment a fetus can be viable outside the womb  
f. The moment a fetus is born  
g. Other:_____________________________________ 
 
3. At what point in pregnancy should abortion be illegal with limited or no exceptions? (Note: 
circle only one answer) 
a. The moment of fertilization/conception  
b. The moment a fetus’ heart first beats  
c. The moment a fetus can first experience pain  
d. The moment a fetus first exhibits brain activity  
e. The moment a fetus can survive outside of the womb  
f. The moment a fetus is born  
g. Other:_____________________________________ 
 
4. In which, if any, of these circumstances should abortion always be legal? (Note: circle all that 
apply) 
a. Pregnancies that result from rape or incest 
b. Pregnancies with serious physical risks to the mother 
c. Pregnancies with serious psychological risks to the mother 
d. Pregnancies of fetuses with potential health risks 
e. Pregnancies of fetuses with genetic conditions (for example: Down syndrome) 
f. Pregnancies of fetuses that aren’t the sex the mother wants 
g. Pregnancies of fetuses that aren’t the ethnicity the mother wants 
 
5. In which, if any, of these circumstances should abortion always be illegal? (Note: circle all 
that apply) 
a. Pregnancies of fetuses with potential health risks 
b. Pregnancies of fetuses with genetic conditions (for example: Down syndrome) 
c. Pregnancies of fetuses that aren’t the sex the mother wants 
d. Pregnancies of fetuses that aren’t the ethnicity the mother wants 
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6. Which of the following best describes your abortion stance? (Note: circle the one answer that 
best represents your stance on abortion) 
a. Abortion should be legal because pregnant people have the right to legal abortion access 
b. Abortion should be legal because abortion is good for society 
c. Abortion should be legal because the government shouldn’t intrude on pregnancies 
d. Abortion should be illegal because the government should prevent homicides 
e. Abortion should be illegal because abortion is bad for society 
f. Abortion should be illegal because fetuses have the right to life 
g. I have no stance on the legality of abortion 
h. In no way do the above options represent my stance on abortion 
 
7. Do you support any of the following? (Note: circle all that apply) 
a. Increasing the role of women in the workplace 
b. Increasing people’s ability to have non-procreative sex 
c. Increasing the affordability of birth control 
d. Decreasing birth rates 
e. Mandating comprehensive sex education 
 
8. Do you support any of the following? (Note: circle all that apply) 
a. Encouraging mothers to stay at home or work from home 
b. Decreasing sexual promiscuity 
c. Discouraging the use of birth control 
d. Increasing birth rates 
e. Banning comprehensive sex education 
 
9. Do you believe rights are natural (i.e., God-given or inherent to humans) or that they are 
socially-constructed? (Note: circle one number) 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Natural Rights                 Socially-constructed Rights 
 
10. Suppose that doctors perfect the first artificial womb for humans. A zygote can be created in a 
petri dish, placed inside a bag that resembles a uterus, and grow until it can survive outside of the 
bag as a fully developed infant. Doctors will also perfect a minor surgical procedure that removes 
a zygote, embryo, or fetus from a pregnant person and inserts it inside of the artificial womb so it 
can develop until it can survive outside of the artificial womb. The procedure and the use of the 
artificial womb are both fully subsidized by the government. 
 
If this occurs, should abortion laws be reformed to require pregnant people to have fetuses removed 
from their body and placed into artificial wombs?  
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes 
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11. Suppose that a person is offered the chance to donate sperm or eggs for a substantial sum of 
money. As part of the contract, the person is guaranteed that the sperm or eggs will only be used 
for research purposes and under no circumstances will be used to create a zygote. Months later, 
they find out that their sperm or eggs were used to create a zygote that was implanted in a person 
who had paid for the zygote and is now pregnant with the person’s offspring. The pregnant person 
was not aware that the person had not consented. 
 
Should there be a law that requires the purchaser of the zygote to get an abortion so the donor 
doesn’t have to be a genetic parent when they did not consent to be one?  
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes 
 
12. Suppose that a woman has abdominal pains and goes to the doctor. She finds out she is 38 
weeks pregnant. The laws in her state ban abortion after 24 weeks, but she never had a chance to 
get an abortion because she wasn’t aware that she was pregnant. 
 
Should there be an exception to the law so people who realize they are pregnant after the deadline 
are still able to get an abortion?  
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes 
 
13. Suppose that a person finds out their significant other is pregnant with their child. The person 
realizes they do not want to be a genetic parent, they do not want to raise a child, and they do not 
want to be financially responsible for a child. They learn that a medical abortion pill carries zero 
risk of death to pregnant people so they crush the pill and put it in their significant other’s food to 
kill the fetus and end the pregnancy.  
 
Did this person act within their rights or should they be held liable for unjustifiable homicide? 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Acted within their Rights     Committed Unjustifiable Homicide 
 
14. Suppose that birth control is perfected and few people want to have children. World leaders 
will be concerned over the fact that only 1 out of every 100,000 people give birth despite huge 
government-provided financial incentives for new parents. They recognize that total societal 
collapse around the world is inevitable. World leaders will decide to pass laws requiring healthy 
people to give birth to at least one child in order to avoid a lifetime prison sentence. Children can 
still be given up for adoption or given over to the state without legal penalty. 
 
Would you support the decision of the global leaders? 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes 
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15. Suppose that a person is married and has one child with their spouse. The child’s kidneys fail 
and the person is the only genetic match in the world. If the person does not donate one of their 
kidneys, the child will die within days. If the person donates a kidney, the child will have a less 
than 1% chance of dying from kidney-related illnesses. The person currently has a 1/50,000 chance 
of dying from kidney-related illnesses, but it will go up to 1/4,000 if they donate. The person 
decides not to donate. One morning the person wakes up without one of their kidneys, as the spouse 
had drugged them and hired a doctor to transplant one of the person’s kidneys into the child. 
 
Should there be a law that permits the person to remove their kidney from the child and transplant 
it back in their body, even if it causes the child to die? (Note: circle only one number) 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes 
 
16. Suppose that a coalition of women will form and decide to take concrete steps to undo the 
patriarchal structure of the United States. Tens of millions of women will agree to find out the 
gender early in pregnancy and abort any pregnancy of a male fetus. Each year, 95% of infants will 
be female at birth. 
 
If this were to happen, should sex-selective abortion remain a federally-protected right or should 
the U.S. government rethink its abortion laws? 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Maintain Current Laws           Rethink Current Laws 
 
17. Suppose that doctors perfect birth control such that most people get a fully subsidized, side 
effect-free injection that eliminates the risk of pregnancy. People will only get pregnant when they 
choose to take a pill, directly after sexual intercourse, that counteracts the injection’s effect. 
 
If this occurs, should elective abortion be legal? 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes  
 
18. According to Factcheck.org, a nonpartisan fact-check organization, New York state passed the 
Reproductive Healthcare Act (RHA) that had the following change: “Under the old law, New 
York criminalized abortion unless it was a “justifiable abortional act” — meaning it was within 24 
weeks of the commencement of pregnancy or necessary to “preserve” the mother’s life. The RHA 
removes abortion from the state’s penal code altogether; the homicide statute still defines a 
“person” as “a human being who has been born and is alive.” 
 
Do you support removing all abortions from criminal codes? 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes  
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19. Suppose that legislators agree to comprehensive abortion reform that (1) provides financial 
assistance and health insurance to pregnant people, (2) streamlines and subsidizes the adoption 
process, (3) mandates sex education, (4) maximizes the access and affordability of contraceptives, 
(5) permits abortions for special circumstances such as pregnancies caused by rape and incest, 
pregnancies of preteens, ectopic pregnancies, and life-threatening pregnancies, and (6) restricts 
elective abortions at all points during pregnancy. 
 
Would you support such comprehensive reproduction reform? 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes 
 
20. Suppose that legislators agree to comprehensive abortion reform that (1) provides financial 
assistance and health insurance to pregnant people, (2) streamlines and subsidizes the adoption 
process, (3) mandates sex education, (4) maximizes the access and affordability of contraceptives, 
(5) permits abortions for special circumstances such as pregnancies caused by rape and incest, 
pregnancies of preteens, ectopic pregnancies, and life-threatening pregnancies, and (6) restricts 
elective abortions after the first trimester of pregnancy. 
 
Would you support such comprehensive reproduction reform? 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes 
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Please read the following statements. For each, circle “Support” or “Oppose” to describe 
your stance and then circle a number (1-10) to describe your willingness to compromise. 
 
A. Legal abortion access in the first trimester of pregnancy. 
 

SUPPORT                       OPPOSE 
 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Unwilling to Compromise          Willing to Compromise 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B. Legal abortion access in the second trimester of pregnancy. 
 

SUPPORT                       OPPOSE 
 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Unwilling to Compromise          Willing to Compromise 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C. Legal abortion access in the third trimester of pregnancy. 
 

SUPPORT                       OPPOSE 
 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Unwilling to Compromise          Willing to Compromise 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D. Legal abortion access for victims of rape and incest at all points in pregnancy. 
 

SUPPORT                       OPPOSE 
 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Unwilling to Compromise          Willing to Compromise 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E. The use of taxes to pay for abortions. 
 

SUPPORT                       OPPOSE 
 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Unwilling to Compromise          Willing to Compromise 
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Here is a series of questions about yourself and your opinions. 
 
1. How would you rate your stance on abortion? (Note: Please skip this question if you prefer not 
to say) 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
 
Pro-Choice             Pro-Life 
 
2. How would you rate your ideological stance? (Note: Please skip this question if you prefer not 
to say) 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
 
Liberal                 Conservative 
 
3. How would you rate your economic preferences? (Note: Please skip this question if you prefer 
not to say) 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
 
Socialist                      Capitalist 
 
4. How would you rate your political identity? (Note: Please skip this question if you prefer not 
to say) 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
 
Democratic                   Republican 
 
5. What is your gender? 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
6. In which country were you born? 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
7. How would you describe your religious identity? 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
8. How old are you? 
 
________________________________________________________ 
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SUPPLEMENTARY FILE 17: CHAPTER 6 – POSTTEST 
 
Please read the instructions for the following multiple choice questions and answer them. 
 
1. At what point does a human’s life begin? (Note: circle only one answer) 
a. The moment of fertilization/conception  
b. The moment a fetus’ heart beats  
c. The moment a fetus shows brain activity  
d. The moment a fetus can feel pain  
e. The moment a fetus can be viable outside the womb  
f. The moment a fetus is born  
g. Other:_____________________________________ 
 
2. At what point is a human’s life worthy of legal consideration? (Note: circle only one answer) 
a. The moment of fertilization/conception  
b. The moment a fetus’ heart beats  
c. The moment a fetus shows brain activity  
d. The moment a fetus can feel pain  
e. The moment a fetus can be viable outside the womb  
f. The moment a fetus is born  
g. Other:_____________________________________ 
 
3. At what point in pregnancy should abortion be illegal with limited or no exceptions? (Note: 
circle only one answer) 
a. The moment of fertilization/conception  
b. The moment a fetus’ heart first beats  
c. The moment a fetus can first experience pain  
d. The moment a fetus first exhibits brain activity  
e. The moment a fetus can survive outside of the womb  
f. The moment a fetus is born  
g. Other:_____________________________________ 
 
4. Do you think any of these circumstances should exempt abortions from restriction? (Note: 
circle all that apply) 
a. Pregnancies that result from rape or incest 
b. Pregnancies with serious physical risks to the mother 
c. Pregnancies with serious psychological risks to the mother 
d. Pregnancies of fetuses with potential health risks 
e. Pregnancies of fetuses with genetic conditions (for example: Down syndrome) 
f. Pregnancies of fetuses that aren’t the sex the mother wants 
g. Pregnancies of fetuses that aren’t the ethnicity the mother wants 
 
5. Do you think any of these circumstances should be a basis for restricting abortions? (Note: 
circle all that apply) 
a. Pregnancies of fetuses with potential health risks 
b. Pregnancies of fetuses with genetic conditions (for example: Down syndrome) 
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c. Pregnancies of fetuses that aren’t the sex the mother wants 
d. Pregnancies of fetuses that aren’t the ethnicity the mother wants 
 
6. Which of the following best describes your abortion stance? (Note: circle the one answer that 
best represents your stance on abortion) 
a. Abortion should be legal because pregnant people have the right to legal abortion access 
b. Abortion should be legal because abortion is good for society 
c. Abortion should be legal because the government shouldn’t intrude on pregnancies 
d. Abortion should be illegal because the government should prevent homicides 
e. Abortion should be illegal because abortion is bad for society 
f. Abortion should be illegal because fetuses have the right to life 
g. I have no stance on the legality of abortion 
h. In no way do the above options represent my stance on abortion 
 
7. Suppose that legislators agree to comprehensive abortion reform that (1) provides financial 
assistance and health insurance to pregnant people, (2) streamlines and subsidizes the adoption 
process, (3) mandates sex education, (4) maximizes the access and affordability of contraceptives, 
(5) permits abortions for special circumstances such as pregnancies caused by rape and incest, 
pregnancies of preteens, ectopic pregnancies, and life-threatening pregnancies, and (6) restricts 
elective abortions at all points during pregnancy. 
 
Would you support such comprehensive reproduction reform? 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes 
 
8. Suppose that legislators agree to comprehensive abortion reform that (1) provides financial 
assistance and health insurance to pregnant people, (2) streamlines and subsidizes the adoption 
process, (3) mandates sex education, (4) maximizes the access and affordability of contraceptives, 
(5) permits abortions for special circumstances such as pregnancies caused by rape and incest, 
pregnancies of preteens, ectopic pregnancies, and life-threatening pregnancies, and (6) restricts 
elective abortions after the first trimester of pregnancy. 
 
Would you support such comprehensive reproduction reform? 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
No                     Yes 
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Please read the following statements. For each, circle “Support” or “Oppose” to describe 
your stance and then circle a number (1-10) to describe your willingness to compromise. 
 
A. Legal abortion access in the first trimester of pregnancy. 
 

SUPPORT                       OPPOSE 
 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Unwilling to Compromise          Willing to Compromise 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B. Legal abortion access in the second trimester of pregnancy. 
 

SUPPORT                       OPPOSE 
 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Unwilling to Compromise          Willing to Compromise 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C. Legal abortion access in the third trimester of pregnancy. 
 

SUPPORT                       OPPOSE 
 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Unwilling to Compromise          Willing to Compromise 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D. Legal abortion access for victims of rape and incest at all points in pregnancy. 
 

SUPPORT                       OPPOSE 
 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Unwilling to Compromise          Willing to Compromise 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E. The use of taxes to pay for abortions. 
 

SUPPORT                       OPPOSE 
 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
Unwilling to Compromise          Willing to Compromise 
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Here is a series of questions about yourself and your opinions. 
 
1. How would you rate your stance on abortion? (Note: Please skip this question if you prefer not 
to say) 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
 
Pro-Choice             Pro-Life 
 
2. How would you rate your ideological stance? (Note: Please skip this question if you prefer not 
to say) 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
 
Liberal                 Conservative 
 
3. How would you rate your economic preferences? (Note: Please skip this question if you prefer 
not to say) 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
 
Socialist                      Capitalist 
 
4. How would you rate your political identity? (Note: Please skip this question if you prefer not 
to say) 
 
1              2              3              4              5              6              7              8              9              10 
 
Democratic                   Republican 
 
 
 
 
 


