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[Beginning of conversation entailed explanations of the oral history project, request for recording
and consent, and an explanation of the interview structure]

MY: URSGRRIFIIE AR . AR R (A1, WL

You can start to ask me questions and I will answer.

ES: f&n] DLTa) B A 20— N S8/ NI A AR A 1 2

As an introduction, can you describe the environment that you grew up in?

MY: BONHEIZE RS W, BAREIRRE . WA EMZ 4 rich. J&T rich family
Wi, BEERWE, &—arfeld i, Wa, 1R ASRKKH R RATIRKN, e, 4
garden 1], Wg, MUBAS, Yoo WE, #pii—BiT. V. FIFZARHEIFR, W8, SR
—> block A~ W, W, XK. WEo W, FHERE. B,

The environment I grew up in when I was a child... Well, I basically stayed in Beijing in my
childhood. The family I grew up in was considered ‘rich’. My house had a garden...it occupied a
very large area with a big garden and yard. The conditions were very good, the house occupied
almost the whole street block. You can ask me another question.

ES: /MR S B A2 B A BR A ? AEAL BTS2 HUR 1 2



How was your home heated when you were a kid? How did you keep warm in Beijing?

MY:BATIXN B FAEF A B ISR ¥ 8. WE, A2 FH W8 — ol 75 20wt 2 3k A2 b [ ) i
SREEA R . AR, AW TR, 72 SE e — 882 ordinary families
AR, FBE. WE, FHIXA coal, HURE. M

Our house was very nice in that it had special heating equipment. Ah, what is the technology
called? It is called heating in China. It’s a radiator. The whole house was heated by radiators, but
at that time, it was common for ‘ordinary families’ to use coal to keep warm. Yes, using coal to
keep warm.

Emily: {REESAALECE H 2 BRI, 4736 2R 2 2 R BRIR ) ? At LR
ARV, AE AR ECE A AL 2 B S 1.

When you were in school or in society, did you see many people using coal for heating? How did
people generally keep warm in different settings?

MY: W&, BE, FEJbRUmIEiE, Voo We, AT 2 = DU -HaEA3R, e, SAbRRE s
A2 FH coal BXBE FHANELE, RAEX A, WE, L/\. WE, st HaErmale,
seventieth to 80s, FnIHEKIRZ T, Ve, F2 T, W, ARPHTT, BN, W, H
X, We, HEAFR. Ve, A FE RV . teanii R 320 7 78 e fth ) = 5t
X, flAHHAA, We. Focused light, WE, H, focused light stove iXMEIX M5 IR & B W
focused light B2 GHNE, 7. W, XAMHNZWE, inner Mongolia, W&, AT #S 2 5
We, LA, We. 435, T+ 7 LUSME T HREE, , BaXANFEFEE, Mk, W, MBAfE—
e X, e, RATORMIAR. UE, #AH A se kK, R — T T IR R,
g, Wo, Betk, Vo, —HEZRIEE, ARG EE AP X EXFE. (H2E, We, W,
XA L PSR O A H IR RIS AL THE, WE, # inner Mongolia 1X AN K1)
Jth R BE 8 & H RUX U3 /& wind energy, WE, 4 XA AbELH e, H
A~ JKE) watero Water FIEN, W, HUAHH, dbiWe? We, We, i&AFH —LHX,

e, HETCAMBZ gas %, W, FATUARIL . Vo, IESE, o, 228 B
natural gas |, Hi/& tube (], WE, #L2iTJF 17X little gas, &, PrlliXAMe, AL R
IR, Bl R RE G, XA, e. F, e, M4-3E0e, i
g, g, ENREMEA, e, FREARKENEAT], Wg, 1T aea — L X ik 2 X 4 H
B, WE, JuH L X AZE R transportation. A K J7{# . inconvenient [RiX 244 area
W, PREMLISE LA, Vo, WUEXFE—ERIAE, o, EARRARIXIHAE gas
tank [FJXAS, WE, A7), We. EARZAS, By AT B IENE, Sk AR TS S i .



WL, T EL A A — 1 [ 2 ] i 5% T A /NI R PR IR, PR 5 B A Bt 2 Y FRLE R AZRAT T
BIIZRIE? FAE AR B AF XA stove.

In Beijing during the 30s and 40s, we used coal for heating most of the time in Beijing, in the 70s
or 80s here. From the 70s to the 80s, I visited many different parts of China and saw different
places where the regions and environments were different. I noticed people used different means
to stay warm in different places. For example, when I went to this plateau area in Tibet, because
of high altitude, people use focused light stoves to cook. In inner Mongolia, it is grassland,
people use cow dung bricks to cook. You know they dried cow manure and then use it as fuel to
cook and to heat. In some mountainous areas, there were large numbers of farmers in rural areas.
In these places in the countryside, they all used local firewood, which is using dried tree
branches to cook and heat. Even today, I think there are a lot of places that still use these
methods. I guess it is still like this in many areas. However, there are also a lot of changes since
2000. In Inner Mongolia, solar and wind energy are more and more popular. In mountainous
area, people use hydroelectric energy. In Beijing and other cities, natural gas is widely used for
cooking. I ahave natural gas pipeline which goes directly to my house. We went through huge
changes in energy use, from tree branches, cow dung bricks to natural gas. However, in some
not very easily accessible areas and mountain areas, I think people are still using the old
methods. They may have trouble getting gas tanks delivered. So, they have to use the old
methods.

ES: JEAT — LR TR AR R AR, ARATTE A At 2 g 2

I still have some questions about your childhood. What fuel did you family use to cook? Did
you use electricity?

PIEH — LR T ORISR 8 AR, ARATR A AR ? H g 2

MY: M: Epp

Coal stove.

ES:: W, SREAEFREER, BRI WA 7> TS50 .

How did you parents divide housework?



MY: W, AT, D, HGEAFIC. AtRAF, KBRS rich, fATAAC
i, AR [ worker.

We had help at the time. We just asked for others to help. Since my parents were relatively rich,
they didn’t do it themselves. They hired workers to help.

ES: W, SRR /NI 32 B 2l TR THAZ A7 AR A28 THREAF s
W, SR A4 R A T B AR A A ?

I see. I am also wondering...what were your primary modes of transportation as a child? How
did you get from place to place? If you compare to today, what are the major changes?

MY: M, AN, We, ANEEREE, BE, WE, HEAR BRE, WE, WE. BRAJIZE.
NIV RNFERNE, EREHE. “REZRAITE. LEENBEFILE R, #
RS Bafe — AL =0 AR BRSO AN, WE, R i b s s, WE, IREE ) LatE
fortieth IX ™ lesson forty, XA IR, Wo, FERRMAEN . FFE, THRHEH
f, W, WE, SR, Me, A i, Ve, SRR HZE bus, PElE. X
MER KA 2R B R X0, Rele, BRRUESE, Be, TR 1950s,
KB E], WE, ASMLEEA BRI T, WURAHITIE, A REHE T HiE 2 by bike.

When we were children, in elementary school, we basically travelled with rickshaws. You know,
somebody pulls a car, driven by a man, with two wheels. Then later there was a tricycle or a
three-wheeled bicycle. There are two wheels in the back. Someone is riding it in the front, and
you sit in the back. Then during my middle school years, that is during around the 1940s, I used
a bicycle to go to places. There were also some trams, electric buses at the time. That’s my
middle school years. In my college years, it was the 1950s. In the 1950s, during that period, I
basically lived in a school dorm. I rarely went out. If I needed to go out, I mostly used bikes.
Bikes are convenient.

ES: W, PRGBSI E NAETF G ? 8l K2 AR F sE Al =4 %

Do you remember anyone driving at that time? Or was it mostly by car or other modes like
tricycle?



MY: i, AFEARADAANARKNE, B, BATRARTE. BANFRRY, KELZ
A—A Car, W8, JEREDN, WE, HANGE 7 BUEERAARM. S2TFE. BT gasft
B2, FreliREsizEil 7, steuk 1, B, st 7 AR sSGE N TR T

Automobiles were not popular at the time. Few people had private cars at the time. Not everyone
can afford a car, we didn’t have private cars. When I was in elementary school, my parents had a
car. However, in the late 30s and early 40s, the Japanese invaded and there was no gasoline.
There was no gas supply, so the car stopped. We had to use other means to travel.

ES: WA, XAME, EZEPHXAEE. During Japanese occupation ¢ {5 48 & 215 71 KK
AZ AN ?

What other big changes did you see during Japanese invasion and occupation?

MY: A4S, AIHAE HAR) S92 N, W8, i, Wi, SUTREMRITE 17 Ht8, 2R
HHANEE, ERHALT.

Under the Japanese occupation, people began to be very poor. Everyone was poor. The Japanese
took our stuff and sent them back to Japan.

Emily: 1015 & 2 /DA g 2

Do you remember how many years you went without oil/gas?

MY: M, f5. Japanese fEILEI) H4E )\ T . Eight years.

Yes, the Japanese occupied Beijing for 8 years.

ES: W85 X ARG B & B RI0E, AT 1) energy M R Bl HRUIR (11324 o

Around that time, did you see changes in oil and other energy sources, such as those used for
cooking and heating?

MY: {2 AR IS A AR ], A5 R B2 A T

What are you talking about? Changes in the environment, like heating or cooking?



ES: Japanese occupation B i %A K HIAE4L ?

Changes during the Japanese occupation — were there large changes?

MY: B, AROERAMRARANE . T, JFoRpZBAREMRER, WRIKEER, W,
MBI, IBIREGS IR T F . W, /AR, AR, 5ok, BE, XA
B, WE, mt, WE, JEORIEET SRR, WE, tORkhem il a sl soR BRI, JFH K
f¥] smoke IEH %, W TIRZ K, VB, HAHENDIB. mH, W, AR EEE, e,

W, WHAHRAGE 7. WMEMSER T, WISHB T, BRENES, W, Mok
Ao BACHE, BANHEEZ /DA, WE, BIAE R B ERARARRE . &
i1, W, XAFERAIE], t58 1 RR RS B BATIX AN, oK B SRR BB R AN 1 — A
fHG, MG ERMEERRE. lE, B4, W, W8, RE%E DB EAIZE,
REF PUFA TS AL 1T A i 2 FEBOHERE R IX A 70 BEWE B B h B] fOTE, i, e, Jb
bl LEARMARE. HESIEFEE. BAREMNSMMSHR, REHNERER L
MR, Wi, tbwfg, We, JeH2. W8, SR 2NN AR, SRR ERE, #
ERRRIERXNICHRA LI, BHEZXA . Pl RE2I0H RS, EUrE
REFHT. JEokME, mREE X MR OB, Vo, A7 XAMH4A, UE, 1218, B
NI, W8, BRI ER . AEERD ME. W, seltt2 L5 A Gk
I

Alas, there were many big changes. Before, even though my family was rich, we also burned
coal. We burned coal. So the environmental pollution was very serious. It brought a lot of
pollution. There was lots of smoke. We absorbed a lot of harmful substances. There was lots of
smoke when cooking. The walls were turning black. The air in the sky was also getting worse
and worse. I remember when I was a child in elementary school, I saw that there were many stars
in the sky. During summer vacation time, after dinner, everyone went to the open-air balcony at
the top of our house, and we watched the stars from the top of the balcony. I can see the White
Pagoda in Bei Hai park in the center of the city from my house which is in Heping Men at the
south end of the city. At night, we can see a lot of stars in the sky. I liked to watch stars at night.
We can see the Big Dipper, the Queen of Haven, the Canopus, the Altair and Vega, and the Milky
Way. The sky was very clear. As more and more people moved to the cities, coal burning
brought a lot of pollution and smoke. A lot of poisonous stuff. Even today, you cannot see stars
clearly at night, not even the big dipper.

ES: SR JE IXANIHEA AN BRI 50 22 it 5E 7 B (RIS ) — et 200 3 2



And at this time and when you grew up, have you ever experienced or seen any social
movements to protect the environment?

MY: HL7E 2 AN W N B B0 858 1) R AP OR AP IE 2 F Bill o El anf5 DART e AR A B Sk 48 A e
BAF Lo, HHESK XA R RIE DnAER}, ,  R28 B St b WA o 7 A B dx A4S, e, FfF
B, W0, HEEAET, S biEik,, FihscE AT, v, ARk, WE, &
BT RIRSR . WEEBAZHHE T, BT o BrCUXANTeE, AR MR 5,
WE, BTE 2 M I e W N P RORE A o XA B T e RN (R R B, W, WE, 2R AT A R R
Atz RiEele, BEFRERGY, o, PEEE, i, f2X X, xeysye
Yo B DAIXANPRSE 1) I U BCR BOR 4R 17 BB A T 0E, RERIIXAMT 4B EWe? Ve,
WIHLGEE T, Ve, gt E A2 R A s TkE, AR T 41
b IR, H2RGFNE? W REIC AR I, A2 B EMN DS R, b
W32 7 —LegE, We, WE, B TIERTIE S, A HEIXANN, Car (ENNE, 2
MHEFFUEAS B2 W L5 e st 2 i I ) S 4y 1, B anfgie, We, ST aa i s e
LR AR private care Wi, FrolixXANeg b, Wo, mU&staiXANE 3 m bt
B, JEREA car £ T, HAZIXA car #IF L UCA ANENE R AR RS, WE, %
REEES. #HE2EFEFNZH, Vg, ELER, B, XEfRINRXANERYERgE
EEEBEE T, AFIT T, BERSUR T IE H AT AR, st2VE s x4,
EAAEHEA care BAAEIE, BAWEM T, BT, PrUIXELHGE. #ks, #
SELEMEIN, WO, EW, WIS GY T R o o AR I

Now we are constantly strengthening environmental protection and monitoring. For example,
farmers used to do stubble burning in rural areas. They used this to increase fertilizer. Nowadays
government banned stubble burning. They set up monitoring stations to monitor air quality. If
someone is burning stubble, they’ll know it right away. They’ll stop or impose penalties. In the
cities, people changed to either natural gas or propane for cooking. There is not so much smoke
anymore compared to before. This monitoring is not only monitoring smoke. Now they are also
monitoring inhaling particulate matter. The inhalable particle size monitored is used to determine
whether the day’s weather is good or bad. They publish the air quality regularly. Light pollution,
severe pollution, all these pollutants. So, the monitoring of this environment is becoming more
and more sophisticated. It’s getting more and more detailed. It’s starting to get better. The air too.
For example, the blue sky and white clouds that can be seen in Beijing are being restored. It is
recovering the sky of Beijing from when I was a child. Ten years ago, this was not the case.

However, I also think that right now the population is huge. There is too large of a density of
houses and buildings and cars, which has caused some problems. It added to increased pollution
in the sky. Also, before there were very few people with private cars. On the road, there was less
pollution. Later, there were more cars, but the cars were said to have exhaust gas coming out.



The emissions from cars is bad for the environment. Sometimes you can see the black smoke
coming out from the car. Now these cars with exhaust fumes are called ‘yellow label cars’ and
they are banned. They are not allowed to drive on the road. There are very few of them.
Nowadays, there are big improvements in technology. The cars are a lot cleaner. O can’t see the
smoke. It’s very little. The government also increased the monitoring of the environment.
Gradually, some of the places with serious pollution are getting better.

BS: MR AT AN R RO R RE, FREEH 475 TT 45 T 12

Do you remember when they started the environmental protection measures?

MY: KEEASZWENE, cultural revolution 5 LLJ5, HEt/Eih, 1980s LAJE & 1 B AL
qu

It probably all changed gradually after the Cultural Revolution, that is, after the 1980s.

ES: 18, SRR HRAERCLIT e, o, LR, arR3 g sanmte, &
=gl s Sw AN N PRI Ee S | e T

I know that you had started to talk about the changes in Beijing, but I also wanted to ask if there
were any other changes you saw in Beijing from your childhood to now. The changes in the city?

MY: W, B, ARRZ 1, AFIEEREROWR T, BB IR s T e, Ui,

Wi, HRHIFRERAR AT L, BRI, MRORE G b T A B 22 1 0 (R e
8o FriA, B, CARTWEHEREIT, fPAtle, wibde TR Z A9 E), UE, eanfgen, JoeE L
B, WelE. A0, D,

CLRTEATHAZ, WE, At A+ Z A #R B AR 7, WE, B ARAEER T
BRLUE, 15 EXIP 7 miE T RE TREAESEERE, Bam— 7. i, X5
Wl — 2N, B, BAI— PRI TR S 1, TR IR RS FRA - PUR TR
AREMEAEAEREN, D, . PrLX MR IR A Q20 1) i ASREFI I 2E4T, AR2mt
FEN T IEAREKAI, W, KAWL AT S T RES > I E] . e,

HAMBERH TR, S tank,, T8, B, natural gas LAJG. . kethfitti, WE, JE%I7
EI AW 58, — R — b, e, ARPUIHR 7, XS T RIRKIIRZ
e, ARZRIABERER, . X4, Ui, NEREAZTIE, GRASRELE,



TARRIC, (HRERRMIZR, ExEmREmR, SHRE CrIRERT, T8, K, T

KA. VB, A58 VIR LU B TR, DElE, SEARAMIRA ELZEBME LR HIEK
. W8, MAEMN, Wi, B 7wl MUk a4 5 1 X — o7 s 1 a4, KERI>
RO fa) 84 R T, ARFt AT LA, B3, H AR, O, Pl At R tBREER L
e, 5 H BRI H. B, HER IR RRIE AL, ‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%%%ﬁﬁﬁi,
Wi, Z53AGRM, VB, ZBATIXAE R ECRRI A, B, X, TE, BHMEOTA
Wik s, EFEKE, W, Mo Tk, AL, F,W,ﬁﬂuﬂ%,%,ﬁﬁm
FHARIRN, SIEBAESRE, Wa, AHZAE, DE, oA = m6E K T

There are so many changes. I am not sure what kind of changes you want to know. Let me just
talk about changes related to energy. I think for the biggest change in energy use, switching from
coal to natural gas, women benefited the most. Cooking and lighting fires took up most of
Chinese women'’s time. In the past, burning coal for the stove took up a lot of time. For example,
that time was the 80s. Before the 1980s, we all used coal-fired stoves. I was very busy at work.
After I came back from getting off work every day, I had to burn coal to light the stove first, then
wait for it to fully light up. We just had one stove. Each piece of coal also only burned for about
an hour. I had to use another piece of coal. I had to add another piece of coal to be able to cook
and make dishes. So sometimes the food would already be cold. We couldn’t cook multiple
dishes at the same time. So just burning fire to cook, it was very inconvenient and took a lot of
time. This inconvenience took up most of the time. After we switched to natural gas, cooking
became very convenient. There was more than one burner on the stove, and we could cook, stir
fry, everything at the same time. We could quickly cook. It gave me a lot of time, not just for my
family. Whether you work or not, for example. I was a doctor, and I was very busy at work, but
when I got home, I had to eat. The whole family had to eat. I had to use my own rest time to
cook. But then, after I quickly finished cooking, I had time to read, not to mention watching TV
and watching entertainment programs. The large improvement was that cooking time was
shortened. This liberated women. Most of their time had been saved. Then, I could read, write
something, I could occasionally also watch some TV programs. Well, I think that was the biggest
benefit. The biggest change in energy reform that brought me the biggest benefit. I could feel it.
Each person has their own experience. I know the energy revolution also affected other areas, but
I did not feel it for myself very in-depth. But the industry is quite powerful.

» PRIEFFIX A natural gas &M —FEH R HBIIE? SREME—FEF 4R . A X ASH IR A
@?

Do you remember when you started using natural gas?



MY: W, JTaaH R E s 2L HEA, B, JUHERR, PE, BE, 5 90s 1,
WE, early 9 7F4f early nineties JF-4f

I think it was the early nineties.

ES: Wi, 3RAAT A B AR AL 5UR AN T AL IR AR P R B I 0t 1) W Sk R AR A e 2

I also had another question. Was it obvious to you when Beijing was undergoing significant
urbanization and development while it was happening? Or not so obvious?

MY: 3 € AT LURE B 3R 8RR 221k
I could definitely feel the big changes.

XRG4 ?

What were those changes like?

MY: SHBOR UL, e K S AR 0 B HE 8 AR FH 2 H AR 22 1 1) 25 A AR ) 155

For me, the biggest benefit is that I can save a lot of time from cooking to do the things I want to
do.

ES: WA, REHRIEERIA WA LIRZ R EAI 25D, AR FE X 215 8 K
43 e T mA%KE% We, BUFTH.

I know you just said that there have been a lot of social activities to protect the environment. I
was wondering whether most of these social activities are done by ordinary citizens or more like
the government, elites?

MY: IEHA, DAWEEST), W, W, g — e, Elex A4,
WaWEWENE, ORI BISR AAL B, B3R (AL EENE . S35k, WE, AZAERE 1 REF ok,
i, ke, OE, WEa%, WE, #R2RXNERLRERKN, T, XAFRER, Xt
(e



I think there are both. On the individual level, we have to work hard. For example, we needed to
use energy efficient stoves and maintain garbage disposal methods. Don’t burn branches and
debris in the yard. Process garbage more carefully. These activities occurred in private
households and the courtyard. These activities are at individual level. This also needs to be
coordinated.

ES: W, /NI PRI R AN 2 e A X set 205, W, BRI, e, KEERH
AR A TG . e R T ILHFERLRIZHTIT R

Did these social activities start when you were a child, when coal was being used? Or did it only
start when you grew older?

MY: FERARATE, et AER, W, EREIRITNERIAE 208, gt amAe. &
2k, AURRIERBOEE R, W, IR A BORBERN, IR RRIER,  1RIX /D06 B 1k
BREER, W, B RBEH XA AR E IR T R LR IRt AR 1, Al
X/ branches T, WE, IR IRBENATA/REE A4 o

People are starting to pay attention to these kind of things in the 1990s. Before that, people
didn’t really pay attention. The country was poor. People used whatever basics they could find.
There is no choice. You had a supply of coal at the time, so you had to burn coal. You had a few
briquettes, or no briquettes. If you didn’t have anything you could only use this. You couldn’t do
anything else, and you couldn’t do without those things in the city. It’s those branches. You use
whatever is supplied to you.

ES: o SRR /N AT R IR S S AT IR 2 NAETHE REIRS ? 3 A R B0 AR ?
W, BN. BE, ZIMEEE B A AT IRREIR X AN R PGIE R B B A b .

I see. And then when you were a child and when you were growing up, did you feel like a lot of
people were talking about energy or not really? Such as teachers or other adults?

MY: WA . DLRTEA AL . 0 H 2 MR A
No. Nobody talked about these issues in the past, especially from a cooking perspective.
ES: NI 1990 52 J5 A P46 I BEPRANIASE (17 1) g 2

Did people start to pay attention to energy/environmental issues in the 1990s?



MY: AR, AT MORBCA B R . AN AR IR (7 g
PRABAR ) ) FLZ & 4 T AR ARIX 2 ) L

To be very frank, I have never thought about these issues. I myself only started thinking about it
when you first approached me and wanted to ask me about energy use/cooking related questions

ES: ATEE 2 AR E AR . R DU 8 IR b SELE BRI, A o DX e 2

I know you also lived in the United States before. Could you please tell me about the differences
in terms of energy use between America and China?

MY: e fE 1980 FAUE NI 2 E LR E .  Any, FXFTREIRR A 7. E
BRAEAR T I (BREERE & . ARFE . S e ERATE
ERBP . BERZ AT SRR . KBERR 2 — AN A REEP T R . 24 /NI AR g
AN RRARZ A, FESRE, FREH W RIERY . RATE T E R 1990 4074
06 3 A5 R AR

I went to the United States as a visiting scholar in the 1980s. At the time, I didn’t know much
about energy. I mostly ate in the school dining hall. But I noticed and remember there was an
electric stove in the dormitory, which was very convenient. At that time in China, we were still
using coal stove. Like I told you earlier, usually people spend about two hours to light up the

coal stove. 2 out of 24 hours. That’s a lot of time. In the United States, I have never seen a coal
stove. We in China only started to use natural gas widely in the 1990s.

ES: 0] LATFIF /N ] FH ARG A AR 1 2

Can you talk about how you used water and washed your clothes as a child?

MY: FESET B, REEEARFH ARAK.  KE ARG kK. DEothr K. &
Py BER RN R TERORI I A%, AR5 7, AT BRK.  ARE AT, AR
PREEIE 7 HKRK. 1950 FEAGE, RZHANHEA B KK,

In the city, we have running water. I remember most places have tap water. Only a small
number of places used well water. When your paternal grandma’s mother first moved to Beijing,
they bought a house with no running water. It was very inconvenient. There was a well in the
yard and they had to pump water out. So, they quickly applied to a permit to connect to the city



tap water. Starting in the 1950s, most people had running water, but some households in Beijing
used well water.

ES: ARRF,  AATTRAT AT/ AN BE [ i) g 2

Did people talk about “saving” water or energy at that time?

MY: A FALFFra AR

Almost everybody used coal at that time.

ES: 4R WIS BT RAR AN, R 7 A i de g 2

When you switch from coal to gas, did you change the way/types of foods you cooked?

MY: M 1990 FEATTES, THOUTIEAR. RAIAEF R FKEA LAk aT AR K.
BUEE,  BR T RIRRZSN, AT, R, Bir.  ARAT DU IR MOR I, B4
71

Starting in the 1990s, conditions began to change. Natural gas cooking is very fast. There are
multiple burners at home that can be burned at the same time. Nowadays, there are electric
cooking machines. In addition to natural gas, there are electric stoves, ovens, and microwaves.
You use a rice cooker to cook rice, saving time and effort.

ES: B VAN, SRR B S B IR R A X 1 2

Other than cooking, did you see any differences between the US and China?

MY: Ithink the air quality in America is better than here. I remember being able to see stars at
night. Also, when I look at my leather shoes, after many days of use, they are still relative clean
(in America). This is impossible in China.

ES: &2 WA 2 I T A6 B 21075 G 1A 1 o

When did you begin to notice pollution as an issue?



MY: 2B E RN AR RIRERE — DA TR R AN . P DL 15 R 2 138 K
JEf. tetn, BMMIRHE. R EWUERIER. DESRERRTE, BEEAMMET.
HAAMEAR X PEERENERE. AR P T,

Things happen gradually. It wasn’t like there was a and suddenly you felt it. Everything is
gradual. For example, when I was a child, I could see the stars in the sky. Now whenever I look
at the sky at night, the stars are gone. I cannot see anything. This is a slowly evolving process.
It’s not a sudden change.
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You mentioned earlier that there were some social movements to protect the environment. What
kinds of movements were you referring to?
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I did not understand your question.
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You talked about some of the movements around protecting the environment. I was wondering if
there were any protests or anti-government activities you noticed related to environmental
issues?
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Against the government? No, there was nothing like that.
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What kinds of activities did you see or participate in, then?
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I did not participate in any specific activities. As society evolves, things change. The situation
continues to improve. But I did not consciously do things to improvement the environment. I did
not do anything specifically. I did not try hard.
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Were most other people you knew in China more like you, or have you met people who were
focused on or protesting for improving the environment?
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I think there should be. Because all this stuff I saw from the news and reports. But I personally
did not encounter many of those people.
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Do you remember when you read this kind of news?
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I did not pay too much attention to it. I did not think about much in the past. I just kept focusing
on my own things. My primary focus was focusing on school. From elementary school, middle
school to university, and later medical school, in order to be a good doctor, there was no time or
awareness to critically think about other issues, especially related to environmentalism.
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When you were studying medicine, or physics or chemistry in school, did your teachers ever
give questions about energy? Or discuss energy as a concept?



MY: ST A 24 i 1 2L L

No, I don’t remember anything about that.

ES: Xl 2 J T A IR Ao T 8 I 1]

Those were all of my questions. Thank you very much for your time.
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If you have additional questions, you can send me a message and we can schedule another one.



