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ABSTRACT

Ondo was written for my grandmother’s 88th birthday. The composition comprises six
sections based on a popular folksong, called “Tanko-Bushi,” which can be heard in every
Japanese town during the Bon festival. Obon is a holiday in August, when we return
home once a year to pay respect to our elders and ancestors. “Tanko-Bushi” became
popular in Japan around the end of the Second World War and was based on a popular
song from the early part of the twentieth century, around the time my grandmother was
born, and has taken many forms since; it continues to do so under varied contexts and the
versions I encountered there as a child, while attending the summer festivals with her,
would have been but a small sample of these. As I worked on Ondo, I tried to imagine
what it might have been like to live through all of the changes that took place in Japan
over the past century. I think of the composition as a commentary on the westernization
that has been taking place there and on the orientalization of Japanese identity —as an act
of harmonizing disparate values. Between and within the sections, I explore varying
degrees of fragmentation as they relate to, or disrupt, unifying threads that run through
the four main sections (1, 3,5 and 6). Above all, I wanted the piece to be enjoyable for
my grandmother to listen to. The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra gave a reading of the
four main sections of Ondo on 28 January 2011 at the SPCO Center in Saint Paul, MN.
Subsequent to the reading, two interludes (sections 2 and 4) were added as contrasting
materials and as expansions upon the relationships explored between the diverse

approaches to formal considerations in the piece.
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

List of instruments:

2 Flutes (Flute 2 doubling piccolo)
2 Oboes
Clarinet in Bb

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in C
Timpani*
Percussion**
Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

*The Timpani and Percussion parts are performable by one player.
** Medium Taiko, 4 Tom-toms, Glockenspiel.

Notes: The six sections of the composition may be performed in any
combination and in any order.
They may also be repeated in full, and/or partially reprised in any
arrangement.
Any section may be omitted.
Attacca indications are optional.
Similarly, pauses between sections are optional.
The final measure of section 3 and the first measure of section 4
may be dovetailed, when the two are performed consecutively.
It is recommended that, if selected for performance, sections 5 and
6 are rehearsed together, observing the atfacca indication.
Similarly, it is recommended that all sections selected for
performance are played together in consecutive order at least once
during the rehearsal process.
Accidentals carry through the measure.
Grace notes with slashes through the note stems (&) are played
before the beat.
Grace notes without slashes are played on the beat.
All tremoli are unmeasured.

Durations: 1. A Reunion ca. 2 mins.
2. Interlude 1 ca. 3 mins.
3. 2D Voices from a dream ca. 1 min.
4. Interlude II ca. 3 mins.
5. Ramble Home ca. 3 mins.
6. Amid ] ca. 2 mins.

Percussion Instruments

4 Tom-Toms

Medium Taiko Drum (Taiko)
Glockenspiel

Note for the percussionist:

Taiko may be substituted with a small bass drum tuned high and played with Kashi
Bachi or comparable sticks.

High Taiko Medium-high Medium-low Low Tom-Tom Medium Taiko Drum
Tom-Tom Rim Tom-Tom Tom-Tom (Taiko)
® X °
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