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“Open access (OA) literature is 
digital, online, free of charge, and 
free of most copyright and licensing 
restrictions.”

Suber, Peter. Open Access. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2012.



“The literature that should be freely accessible online is that 
which scholars give to the world without expectation of payment. 
Primarily, this category encompasses their peer-reviewed journal 
articles, but it also includes any unreviewed preprints that they might 
wish to put online for comment or to alert colleagues to important 
research findings.”

Budapest Open Access Initiative, 2002

What work is the focus of open access 
discussions and initiatives?
Work that scholars often create!

https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/read


“Academics, who live in a culture which values the 
free and easy movement of information (and who 
edit and referee papers for nothing) have long 
been uncomfortable bedfellows with commercial 
publishing companies, which want to maximise 
profits by charging for access to that information, 
and who control many (although not all) of the 
most prestigious scientific journals.”

"The price of information; Scientific publishing." I 4 Feb. 2012, p. 82(US). 
Popular Magazines, 
http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A278777957/PPPM?u=chic_rbw&sid=PPPM
&xid=e4803fb1. 



Cost of journal 
subscriptions

Paywall

Cost barriers and copyright restrictions affect use and access to 
scholarship



Vehicles for Open Access

Open Access 
Repositories 
self-archiving; 

“Green OA”

Open Access 
Journals

“Gold OA”



The Benefits of Open Access

https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/an-introduction-to-open-access

https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/an-introduction-to-open-access


Open access scholarship is free for 
readers, but not free to produce.



“OA journals pay their bills very much the way broadcast 
television and radio stations do: those with an interest in 
disseminating the content pay the production costs upfront so 
that access can be free of charge for everyone with the right 
equipment. Sometimes this means that journals have a subsidy 
from the hosting university or professional society. Sometimes it 
means that journals charge a processing fee on accepted 
articles, to be paid by the author or the author's sponsor 
(employer, funding agency).”

Peter Suber, “A Very Brief Introduction to Open 
Access,”https://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm



Openness as a spectrum 

HowOpenIsIt?

https://www.plos.org/how-open-is-it


HowOpenIsIt?

https://www.plos.org/how-open-is-it




▪ Choose journals that support openness
▪ Tools: HowOpenIsIt? ; SherpaRomeo

▪ Negotiate your rights with publishers and retain ability to share 
your work
▪ SPARC Authors Publishing Addendum
▪ BTAA Addendum 

▪ Assign your work a Creative Commons license

▪ Make use of the institutional repository, Knowledge@UChicago!

How can you advance open access?

https://sparcopen.org/our-work/author-rights/brochure-html/
http://www.btaa.org/docs/default-source/library/authorsrights.pdf?sfvrsn=0


http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

A lens into publishers’ 
self-archiving policies

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php
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Creative Commons Licenses

Copyright from Both Sides of the Stick

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/


Preserving and Sharing your Research

https://knowledge.uchicago.edu/

The University of Chicago’s open access repository for faculty and 
students’ research

https://knowledge.uchicago.edu/


Open Educational Resources

Open Data

Open Peer Review

Other Open Movements



https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/

Open Educational 
Resources

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/


Open Data



Open Peer Review
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