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Readers of Mamluk chronicles and juridical treatises are familiar with anti-Ala-
wi accounts and measures that several sultans and viceroys took against them.*
M. Bar-Asher and A. Kofsky, who published an important inquiry into the histo-
ry, belief system, and rituals of the Nusayri-Alawi religion,? recently appended
to it a translated anthology. The present short notice lists the Mamluk-era Nu-
sayri liturgical texts that this excellent Hebrew research analyzes and presents.

The first text, “Kitab fihi munazarah,” was presumably composed during
the second half of the seventh/thirteenth century. In it, the shaykh Yasuf ibn
al-‘Ajiiz al-Nashshabi al-Halabi debates the fundamentals of the Nusayri belief
concerning the unity (tawhid) of God.?

An anonymous Nusayri preacher wrote two combined epistles, between the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, that deal with master-novice relations and
provide guiding instructions regarding mentorship and initiation. The first is
entitled “Bab fi ma‘rifat al-ta‘liq” (Chapter on the rules of association). The sec-
ond is named “Bab fima yajibu fi ma‘rifat al-sama®” (Chapter on the duties of
obeying the master’s instructions)”.*
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