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Arabic Studies of Mamluk Jerusalem:
A Review Article

The study of Islamic Jerusalem by Arab scholars over the last century has been
less important than the work of non-Arab scholars, but the situation is now changing.
Arab scholarly studies of Islamic Jerusalem have blossomed since the early 1980s
and publications by Arab authors now predominate in terms of number, and
increasingly also in terms of quality. This is especially the case since the mid-1990s
with the M.A. theses of the students at the Institute of Islamic Archaeology,
al-Quds University, and other institutions. Arab scholarship has reached the point
where it is scarcely possible to do thorough research about Mamluk Jerusalem
without an awareness of Arabic publications. This article has the objective of
presenting what recent Arabic scholarship has to offer for the study of Mamluk
Jerusalem. It does not attempt to survey the work of Western or Israeli scholars,
whose publications are better known and more easily accessible than Arabic ones.'

Arabic publishing activity about Mamluk Jerusalem began as early as 1866,
when Mujir al-Din’s fundamentally important history about Jerusalem and Hebron
was first edited.” But the first significant scholarly work had to wait until after the
First World War with Kurd ‘Alf in the 1920s,” and Mukhlis in the 1920s and
1930s,' and more substantially until after the Second World War with al-*Arif,
starting in 1947’ and culminating in his Mufassal of 1961,° and al-Dabbagh in the

[OMiddle East Documentation Center. The University of Chicago.

'This article borrows heavily from my forthcoming publication, The Sites and Monuments of
Islamic Jerusalem (Beirut, 2000), which is intended to provide encyclopedic coverage and
comprehensive bibliography for all the Islamic sites and monuments.

2Mujfr al-Din, Al-Uns al-Jalil bi-Tarikh al-Quds wa-al-Khalil (Cairo, 1866). His history in
manuscript form remained well-known throughout the Ottoman period to Jerusalemites and
travellers/pilgrims, such as the late seventeenth-century sufi author ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulusi.
3Muhammad Kurd ‘Al1, Khitat al-Sham (Damascus, 1925-28).

“See his collected articles reprinted in Kamil al-‘Asali, ed., Turath Filastin fi Kitabat ‘Abd Allah
Mukhlis ma‘a Dirasah Mufassalah ‘an Hayatihi wa-Shakhsiyatihi al-‘1Imiyah (Amman, 1986).
>See especially ‘Arif al-*Arif, Tarikh al-Haram al-Qudst (Jerusalem, 1947); idem, Tarikh al-Quds
(Cairo, 1951); and idem, Tarikh Qubbat al-Sakhrah al-Musharrafah wa-al-Masjid al-Aqsa al-
Mubarak wa-Lamhah ‘an Tarikh al-Quds (Jerusalem, 1958).

% Arif al-*Arif, Al-Mufassal fi Tarikh al-Quds (Jerusalem, 1961). It does not completely supersede
his earlier books.
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1970s.” Those studies covered the fuller history of Jerusalem, of which the Mamluk
period is only a part. The first lengthy studies focused on the Mamluk period were
by al-Imam in 1976, and Hamidah in 1979,” but those studies were largely
reworkings of the information that Mujir al-Din had provided. Only al-‘Arif’s
studies included much additional documentation, such as the texts of building
inscriptions.

But it was in the 1980s that the shelf of Arabic publications about Jerusalem
in the Islamic periods, and specifically in the Mamluk period, began to fill up, in
particular with the publications of Kamil al-‘Asali."” While not attempting to cite
every Arabic publication, this article will present the most important publications,
arranged by topic.

TexT EDITIONS

Many Arabic manuscripts have been edited over the years, but a sizable number
still await editing. The single most important text for the history of Mamluk
Jerusalem, Mujir al-Din’s Uns al-Jalil bi-Tarikh al-Quds wa-al-Khalil, written in
900-902/1495-96, was first edited in the nineteenth century, while the most
commonly cited version, which contains editing mistakes and misprints, was
published in 1973." An index was produced in 1988."” A careful new critical
edition was published in 1999," but because it does not have an index, it does not
fully obviate the need for the 1973 edition." A second major text for the later

"Mustafda Murad al-Dabbagh, Bildduna Filastin, pt. 2, vols. 9 and 10, Fi Bayt al-Magdis 1-2
(Amman, 1975 and 1976, with numerous other editions and printings).

*Rashad al-Imam (Rached Limam), Madinat al-Quds fi al-‘Asr al-Wasit (1253-1516) (Tunis,
1976).

’‘Abd al-Rahman Sa‘ld Hamudah, “Bayt al-Maqdis fi ‘Ahd al-Mamalik” (M.A. thesis, al-Azhar
University, 1979).

"There are two festschrifts for Kamil al-‘Asali: Kamil al-‘Asali, al-‘Alamah al-Magqdisi wa-Qadiyat
al-Quds (Jerusalem, 1996) and Salih al-Hamarnah, ed., Dhdkhirat al-Quds: Buhiith wa-Dirasat
Muhddh li-Dhikra Kamil Jamil al-‘Asali (Amman, 1996), and a biography: Muhammad Ghushah,
Al-Quds fi Turath Kamil al-*Asali (Jerusalem, 1998). A full bibiliography of Kamil al-‘Asali can
be found in my Sites and Monuments of Islamic Jerusalem.

llMujir al-Din, Al-Uns al-Jalil bi-Tarikh al-Quds wa-al-Khalil ( Amman, 1973).

nIshéq Musé al-Husayni and Hasan al-Silwadi, Faharis Kitab al-Uns al-Jalil bi-Tarikh al-Quds
wa-al-Khalil li-Mujir al-Din al-Hanbali (Jerusalem, 1988).

13MujTr al-Din, Al-Uns al-Jalil bi-Tarikh al-Quds wa-al-Khalil, volume 1 edited by ‘Adnan Yunis
‘Abd al-Majid Abu Tabbanah and volume 2 edited by Mahmud ‘Awdah al-Ka‘abnah (Amman,
1999). This is the published version of their M.A. theses of 1999 and 1997 respectively for Jami‘at
al-Najah al-Wataniyah, Nablus.

“One should note the following studies about Mujir al-Din: Kamil al-‘Asali, “Mujir al-Din
al-‘Ulaymi al-Hanbali: Mu’arrikh al-Quds: Nass Jadid ‘an Hayatihi wa-Nass Dhayl Kitabihi al-Uns
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Mamluk period by Mujir al-Din, his general history entitled Al-Tarikh al-Mu ‘tabar
fi Anba’ Man ‘Abara fi al-Tarikh, remains unedited.” The other text of fundamental
importance for Mamluk Jerusalem, especially for the buildings on the Haram
al-Sharif, Masalik al-Absar fi Mamalik al-Amsar, which al-‘Umari wrote around
745/1345, was first edited in 1924."

A recently edited text is by Ibn Nubatah, a native of Cairo and a poet who was
the superintendent of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and Christian pilgrimage
in the 1330s under Amin al-Din ‘Abd Allah, the governor of Damascus. While
normally resident in Damascus, Ibn Nubatah made frequent trips to Jerusalem,
especially around Easter. In 733/1333 or 735/1335-36 Amin al-Din ‘Abd Allah
traveled to Jerusalem to inspect his newly constructed al-Madrasah al-Aminiyah
and its endowments. Ibn Nubatah accompanied him on that trip and wrote an
account that is most interesting for the description of al-Madrasah al-Aminiyah."”

The genre with the largest number of texts is the “Islamic Merits of Jerusalem”
literature, surveyed by al-‘Asali and Ibrahim in the 1980s." Three recently edited
"Merits of Jerusalem” texts from the Mamluk period are Ibn ‘Asakir’s Tarikh
Madinat Dimashq,” al-Maqdisi’s Muthir al-Gharam,” and al-Suyuti’s Ithdf al-
Akhissa’ bi-Fada’il al-Masjid al-Agsd? There are many additional unedited
manuscripts, but their value as independent works is lessened because the authors

al-Jalil,” Dirasat (University of Jordan) 12, no. 8 (1985): 115-35; Fahmi al-Ansari, Mu’ arrikh
al-Quds wa-al-Khalil Mujir al-Din Abu al-Yumn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-‘Umari al-‘Ulaymi al-Hanbali:
Hayatuhu wa-Mawda* Qabruh (Jerusalem, 1986). Mujir al-Din is the subject of a Ph.D. thesis in
progress by Muhammad As‘ad at Jami‘at al-Qadis Yusuf, Beirut.

“Photocopied manuscript in the possession of Fahmi al-Ansari, Jerusalem.

“Ibn Fadl Allah al-‘Umari, Masalik al-Absar fi Mamdlik al-Amsar, ed. Ahmad Zaki Pasha
(Cairo, 1924).

"Hamd Ahmad ‘Abd Allah Yasuf, ed., Rihlat Hazirat al-Uns ild Hadrat al-Quds li-Ibn Nubdtah
733 H./1332 M. (Jerusalem, 1994) (reprinted in 1995 with the same pagination of edited text, but
different supplementary editorial pages). Yusuf cites his name as Ibn Nubalah.

"Kamil al-*Asali, Makhtutat Fada'il Bayt al-Magdis: Dirasah wa-Bibliyighrafiya (Amman, 1981);
Mahmiid Ibrahim, Fada’il Bayt al-Magqdis fi Makhtutdat ‘Arabiyah Qadimah: Dirasah Tahliliyah
wa-Nusiis Mukhtarah Muhaqqagah (Kuwait, 1985). See also Hasan ‘Abd al-Rahman Silwadi,
“Adab Fada’il al-Quds: Ahammiyatuhu wa-Ifadat al-‘Asali minhu fi Tarikhihi lil-Quds al-Sharif”
in Kamil al-‘Asalr, 113-73.

“Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinat Dimashq, ed. ‘Umar ibn Gharamah al-‘Umarawi (Beirut, 1995),
especially volume one.

*Shihab al-Din ibn Mahmud ibn Tamim al-Maqdisi, Muthir al-Gharam ila Ziyarat al-Quds
wa-al-Sham, ed. Ahmad al-Khatimi (Beirut, 1994). This is the published version of al-Khatimi’s
1985 Ph.D. thesis.

*'Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad Shams al-Din al-Suyuti, Ithdf al-Akhissa’ bi-Fadd'il al-Masjid
al-Agsd, ed. Ahmad Ramadan Ahmad (Cairo, 1982-84).
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frequently reworked earlier texts. That makes the study of the “Merits of Jerusalem”
literature relatively unfruitful.

One should also note the three publications by al-Dabbagh, al-‘Asali, and
al-Tazi with excerpts of travellers and pilgrims from all periods writing in Arabic
about Jerusalem,” such as for the Mamluk period Muhammad Aba Muhammad
al-‘Abdari, a native of North Africa, who went on pilgrimage to Mecca and spent
five days in Jerusalem in 690/1291—the brief information about Jerusalem in his
al-Rihlah al-Maghribiyah focused on the Haram—and Khalid ibn ‘Is4 al-Balawi,
a gadi and native of Spain, who went on pilgrimage to Mecca and spent two
months in Jerusalem in 737/1337. His account of his travels, Taj al-Mafraq fi
Tahliyat ‘Ulama’ al-Mashriq, concentrated on the Haram and the religious scholars
in the city.

PrivARY DOCUMENTS

There are a number of collections of documents covering both the Mamluk and
Ottoman periods, such as Darraj’s collection of documents connected with the
Franciscan monastery on Mount Zion,” al-‘Alami’s publication of wagf documents
related to the Maghribi Quarter (the area of the Western Wall plaza today),”* and
al-Aziz1’s presentation of some documents related to the Christians.” The 800-odd
documents found in the Islamic Museum in the mid-1970s, known as the Haram
Documents, studied in most detail by Donald Little, have attracted only limited
attention from scholars writing in Arabic. While al-‘Asali® and al-Salihiyah”
published the texts of some of the documents, information derived from the
documents rarely appears in Arabic studies of Mamluk Jerusalem. Abu Hamid’s

22A1-Dabba"1gh, Biladuna Filastin, pt. 2, vol. 10 (1976), 420-509; Kamil al-‘Asali, Bayt al-Magdis
fT Kutub al-Rihlat ‘inda al-‘Arab wa-al-Muslimin (Amman, 1992); ‘Abd al-Hadi al-Tazi, Al-Quds
wa-al-Khalil fi al-Rihlat al-Maghrabiya: Rihlat Ibn ‘Uthmdn Numiidhajan (Rabat, 1997). See also
Yusrd Ahmad ‘Abd Allah, “Al-Quds f1 Kitabat Rahhalah wa-Jughrafi al-Qarn al-Sabi‘ wa-al-Thamin
al-Hijriyayn,” Al-Mu’ arrikh al-Misri 21 (1999): 337-84.

* Ahmad Darraj, Wathd' iqg Dayr Sahyiin bi al-Quds al-Sharif (Cairo, 1968).

*Ahmad al-Alami, Wagqfiyat al-Magharibah (Jerusalem, 1981). The text is error-filled.

“Ruksi ibn Za’id al-‘Azizi, "Min Tawsiyat wa-Mawathiq al-Mamalik lil-Ruhban fi al-Quds
wa-Dawahiha,” al-Darah 7, no. 2 (1981): 208-32.

*Kamil al-*Asali, Watha' ig Maqdisiyah Tarikhiyah 1 (Amman, 1983); idem, Watha'iq Magqdisiyah
Tarikhiyah2 (Amman, 1985); idem, Watha’iqg Maqdisiyah Tarikhiyah 3 (Amman, 1989).
“Muhammad Ts4 al-Salihiyah, “Min Watha’iq al-Haram al-Qudsi al-Sharif al-Mamlukiyah,”
Hawliyat Kulliyat al-Adab, Jami‘at al-Kuwayt 26 (1985).
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M.A. thesis about the Islamic law court judges in the Mamluk period is one
notable exception.™

But by far the most important documentary source for Mamluk Jerusalem is
the Ottoman sijills, the records of the Islamic law court in Jerusalem during the
Ottoman period. Most of the annual volumes survive, including some from the
first years of the Ottoman period, each containing summaries of hundreds of court
cases written in Arabic.” A thorough examination of the documents in the sijills is
a mammoth task that remains to be undertaken, but would reveal hundreds of
court cases related to such topics as property ownership and endowments that
shed light on the Mamluk period. For example, many Ayyubid and Mamluk
period endowment documents, lost in the original, are preserved because they
were copied into the sijills. Al-‘Asali throughout his numerous books and articles,”
along with ‘Abd al-Mahdi,”" largely pioneered the practise of using the sijills
extensively for documenting the history of the Islamic institutions in Jerusalem,
and most other scholars have subsequently included sijill citations in their
publications. But citations of the sijill documents must be used with caution
because they are prone to errors, and regrettably some authors deliberately cite
erroneous or incomplete sijill references as a way to prevent rivals from finding
the specific documents. The Ottoman Islamic law court sijills represent a vast
source of as yet untapped information about Jerusalem and they are far and away
the most potentially fruitful topic for research into Mamluk Jerusalem.

As an example of what remains to be learned about Mamluk Jerusalem from
the Ottoman sijills, Ghushah has come across a number of citations that refer to
the location of the various city gates both before and after the rebuilding of the
city wall by the Ottomans in the 1530s. Those siji// references, such as the ones to
both an old and new Bab al-Khalil (Jaffa Gate), seem to demonstrate that the
Ottomans did not always build their city wall on top of the derelict Ayyubid-Mamluk
walls, but rather in the west and south the Ottomans expanded the area enclosed

*Muhammad Husayn ‘Ali Aba Hamid, “Qudat al-Quds f1 al-‘Asr al-Mamliaki” (M.A. thesis,
Jami‘at al-Qadis Yusuf, 1998).

*For the best presentation of what the sijills have to offer, see the chapter by Khadr Salamah in
Robert Hillenbrand and Sylvia Auld, eds., Ottoman Jerusalem: The Living City (London, forthcoming
2000). The most easily accessible microfilm copy of the sijills is at the University of Jordan.

**He published numerous documents in his Watha'iq Maqdisiyah Tarikhiyah volumes. See Fahmi
al-Ansari, “Sijillat al-Mahkamah al-Shar‘tyah wa-Watha’iquha wa-Dawr Kamil al-‘Asali,” in Kamil
al-*‘Asali, 245-54. (Response by Khadr Salamah, pp. 255-73).

*'“Abd al-Jalil ‘Abd al-Mahdi, Al-Madaris fi Bayt al-Magqdis fi al-‘Asrayn al-Ayyiibi wa-al-Mamliki:
Dawruha fi al-Harakah al-Fikriyah (Amman, 1981).
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by their city wall to include some neighborhoods that had built up over the
previous centuries outside the earlier derelict walls.”

INSCRIPTIONS

The bulk of the Arabic inscriptions from the Mamluk period were published by
Max van Berchem in the 1920s. Only a handful of new inscriptions have been
identified since then, notably by Mansur, who included in his M.A. thesis several
previously unpublished Mamluk inscriptions in the Islamic Museum on the Haram
al-Sharif in Jerusalem.” A complete catalogue of the Arabic inscriptions in the
Islamic Museum, including a number of previously unknown Mamluk period
inscriptions, is in preparation by Khadr Salamah and Robert Schick.

ARCHITECTURE
Little architectural study was done prior to Michael Burgoyne’s Mamluk Jerusalem,™
the fundamentally important work, but one should note the dissertations by Nasir,”
the general corpus of Islamic monuments in Jerusalem prepared by Najm and
others,” and studies of the Madrasah al-Tashtamariyah, al-Turbah al-Kilaniyah,
and the Sabil of Qaytbay.” Al-‘Asali’s publications are less studies of architecture
than they are documentary histories based on the Ottoman sijills.™

As recent additions to the architectural study of the city, one should note
Hawari’s study of the Ayyubid architecture of Jerusalem,” and Natsheh’s study of

*Part of Muhammad Ghiishah’s Ph.D. dissertation research in progress on sixteenth-century
Jerusalem, presented at the W. F. Albright Institute of Archaeological Research, Jerusalem, Fall
1999.

*Hamdan ‘Abd al-Raziq Husayn Mansr, “Dirasah lil-Nuqish al-Arabiyah fi al-Mathaf al-Islami
bi-al-Quds” (M. A. thesis, University of Jordan, 1995).

*Michael Burgoyne, Mamluk Jerusalem: An Architectural Study (with additional historical research
by D. S. Richards) (London, 1987). An Arabic translation has been prepared by Ahmad al-‘Alami,
but awaits publication.

*Jalal As‘ad Nasir (Quzuh), ““Ama’ir al-Sultan Qaytbay f1 Bayt al-Maqdis” (M.A. thesis, Cairo
University, 1974); idem, “Al-‘Amarah al-Mamlikiyah al-Jarkasiyah f1 Bayt al-Maqdis, 784 H.-922
H./1382 M.—1517 M.” (Ph.D. diss., Cairo University, 1983). See also idem, “Al-Madrasah al-
Tashtamartyah f1 Bayt al-Maqdis 784 A.H.-1382 A.D.” in Al-Mu’ tamar al-Dawli al-Thalith li-Tarikh
Bildad al-Sham: Filastin,vol. 1, Al-Quds (Amman, 1983), 52-79.

ORAIf Najm, et al., Kuniiz al-Quds (Amman, 1983). It contains many mistakes.

“Idarat al-Awqaf al-Islamiyah, Al-Madrasah al-Tashtamariyah: Dirdsah Ragm (1) Tariq Bab
al-Silsilah (Jerusalem, 1977); Yusuf Natshah, Al-Turbah al-Kilaniyah, 753 A.H./1342 A.D.
(Jerusalem, 1979); Mustafa Najib, Dirasah Jadidah ‘ald Sabil al-Sultan inal al-Mundathar wa-al-
Sabil al-Hali lil-Sultan Qaytbay bi-al-Haram al-Sharif bi-al-Quds (Cairo, 1984).

*Especially Kamil al-*Asali, Min Atharina fi Bayt al-Magdis (Amman, 1982).

*Mahmoud Hawari, “Ayyubid Jerusalem: An Architectural and Archaeological Study” (Ph.D.
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sixteenth-century Ottoman public architecture in the city.” Al-Ansari’s studies of
some secondary mosques in the Old City from the Mamluk period concentrate
more on their recent history." Rizq has compared the monuments in Jerusalem
with those that the same patrons built in Cairo.”

There are numerous Mamluk buildings in the Old City that are not included in
Burgoyne’s study, while the historical documentation provided by Richards from
the Ottoman siji/ls is far from exhaustive. But only a few more Mamluk buildings
have been added to the documented corpus of buildings. Al-Dajjani’s study of the
Tomb of David on Mount Zion and Taha’s study of the Golden Gate in part
covered the Mamluk period.” But more significantly, Aba Rayya’s study of the
Islamic monuments on the Mount of Olives covered much new ground.* Abu
Rayya was remarkably successful in combining attestations from Western Christian
pilgrims and Arabic sources; that enabled him to determine that the Church of the
Ascension on the Mount of Olives was converted from an open structure into an
enclosed mosque just prior to 737/1337. He also documented for the first time the
Maqgam al-Arba‘in, located in the middle of the Muslim cemetery near the Mazar
Salman on the east side of the Mount of Olives. It may be the same monument as
the mausoleum of al-Sittah Zahrah, the wife of the amir Tughan al-‘Uthmani, the
inspector of the two Harams and the governor of Jerusalem in the 840s/1430-1440s.

Another addition to the corpus of Islamic buildings in the city is Ghushah's
study of the Sa‘di Quarter, the area between Damascus Gate and Herod’s Gate
north of the Via Dolorosa.” Ghiishah’s book is the first comprehensive study of

diss., University of London, 1998).

““Yusuf Natsheh, “Sixteenth-Century Ottoman Public Buildings in Jerusalem: A study based on
the standing monuments and the evidence of the Jerusalem sijill” (Ph.D. diss., University of
London, 1997); forthcoming in Hillenbrand and Auld, Ottoman Jerusalem.

“"Fahmi al-Ansari, Masjid al-Sultan Barqiig (Jerusalem, 1994); idem, Masjid al-Shaykh Rihan,
Masjid Qalawin, Masjid al-Qaymari (Jerusalem, 1995).

“<Asim Muhammad Rizq, “Ba‘d Madaris Rijal al-Dawlah al-Misriyah fi Bayt al-Maqdis Khilal
al-‘Asrayn al-Ayyubi wa-al-Mamluk1 (671-923 H./1171-1517 M.) wa-Dirasat Takmiliyah min
Madarisihim bi-al-Qahirah,” Dirasat Athariyah Islamiyah 5 (1995): 103-45.

“Amal al-Dajjani, “Masjid al-Nabi Da’ud ‘alayhi al-Salam wa-Maqamuhu, Bayt al-Maqdis: Dirasah
Tarikhiyah Athartyah Mi‘mariyah” (M.A. thesis, Institute of Islamic Archaeology, al-Quds
University, 1996); Ahmad Taha, Al-Bab al-Dhahabi fi al-Fatrah al-Islamiyah: Dirdsah Athariyah
Tarikhiyah (Jerusalem, 1999) (the published version of his 1996 M.A. thesis for the Institute of
Islamic Archaeology, al-Quds University).

*Rafa‘ Aba Rayya, “"Al-Mawaqi‘ al-Islamiyah al Jabal al-Zaytan/Tar Zayta: Dirasah Mi‘mariyah,
Athariyah, Tarikhiyah” (M.A. thesis, Institute of Islamic Archaeology, al-Quds University, 1999).
“Muhammad Ghiishah, Harat al-Sa‘diyah fi al-Quds al-‘Uthmani (Jerusalem, 1999) (a greatly
expanded version of his M. A. thesis for the Institute of Islamic Archaeology, al-Quds University,
1998).
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one of the residental neighborhoods in the Old City, in which he provides historical
and architectural documentation for some forty buildings, most previously
unstudied.While most of those buildings date to the Ottoman period, he presented
architectural documentation or information derived from the Ottoman sijills about
the Bab al-Da‘tyah gate, removed when the Ottomans rebuilt the walls, the Zawiyah
al-Lu’lu’tyah, endowed in 775/1373, the dar of the amir Tughan, founded in
864/1459, and the oven and mill of Da’ud ibn al-Asyad, endowed in 879/1474.

There is little architectural documentation left to be done for the buildings on
the Haram al-Sharif and the other major public monuments in the Old City, but
much remains to be documented elsewhere, such as the little-known northeast
area of the Old City, east of Herod’s Gate and north of the Via Dolorosa. A
number of Mamluk madrasahs and other buildings attested in historical sources
such as Mujir al-Din’s history have yet to be identified on the ground, while there
are numerous extant buildings with architectural features suggesting a date in the
Mamluk period that have not been identified or documented. A thorough examination
of the Ottoman sijills should provide information to help resolve the numerous
outstanding questions of identification.

ART

Little about Islamic art of Mamluk Jerusalem has been written, despite the riches
of the Islamic Museum on the Haram al-Sharif, which houses a large collection of
Quran manuscripts, lamps, incense burners, and other objects that were endowed
to the al-Agsa Mosque, Dome of the Rock, or other Islamic institutions over the
centuries. Beyond Abu Khalaf’s thin study that includes photographs of a mosque
lamp from the time of the governor Tankiz, there is little to note. A catalogue of
some, but by no means all, of the exquisite Quran manuscripts in the Museum,
including a number of Mamluk period ones, is currently in press.”

GENERAL HisTORY

Several authors, notably Ghawanmah and ‘Ali, have produced general studies of
the Mamluk period.” There are also numerous recent general multi-period histories
of Jerusalem that include the Mamluk period; al-‘Asali’s work on medicine is of

“Marwan Abu Khalaf, Islamic Art Through the Ages: Masterpieces of the Islamic Museum of
al-Haram al-Sharif (al-Agsa Mosque) Jerusalem (Jerusalem, 1998).

“Khadr Salamah, The Qur’an Manuscripts in the Islamic Museum, al-Haram al-Sharif, Jerusalem
(Paris, forthcoming).

“Yasuf Ghawanmah, Tarikh Niyabat Bayt al-Magqdis fi al-‘Asr al-Mamliiki (Amman, 1982);
al-Sayyid ‘All ‘Ali, Al-Quds fi al-‘Asr al-Mamliiki (Cairo, 1986); Sa‘id ‘Abd al-Fattah ‘Ashar,
"Ba‘d Adwa’ ‘ald Madinat al-Quds f1 ‘Asr Salatin al-Mamalik” in Al-Mu’ tamar al-Dawli, 80-127.
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especial interest.” Many others are not worth listing here. Evidence for the first
years of Ottoman rule sheds much light on the preceeding late Mamluk period;
the best study of sixteenth-century Ottoman Jerusalem is the one by Ya‘qub.”

EbpucaTtioN

Islamic education has been the topic of several studies.” The histories of the
numerous madrasahs in the Mamluk and Ottoman periods, focusing on information
derived from the Ottoman sijills about their administrators and teachers, have
generated numerous studies.” The information that Mujir al-Din provided about
the madrasahs in Jerusalem has been rehashed more times than is worth citing
here, most recently in al-‘Alami’s thin study.”

PEoPLE BURIED IN JERUSALEM

Studies of famous Muslims buried in Jerusalem is a sub-field of its own, with
information for the Mamluk period largely derived from Mujir al-Din. Kamil
al-‘ Asal1 wrote about each of Jerusalem’s cemeteries and mausolea,” while al-Ansar1
studied the Mamilla Cemetery, and collected the names of the people known to be
buried there.”

Various
A number of other studies on specific topics are also worth noting, such as
Yahyd’s study of libraries,” and Tasan’s study of administration.” Jerusalem in

“Kamil al-‘Asali, Mugaddimah fi Tarikh al-Tibb fi al-Quds mundhu Agdam al-Azminah hattd
Sanat 1918 A.D. (Amman, 1994).

**Muhammad Ahmad Salim Ya‘qub, Nahiyat al-Quds al-Sharif fi al-Qarn al-‘Ashir al-Hijri/al-Sadis
‘Ashar al-Milddi (Amman, 1999).

*'“Abd al-Jalil ‘Abd al-Mahd, Al-Harakah al-Fikriyah fi Zill al-Masjid al-Agsa fi al-‘Asrayn
al-Ayyibi wa-al-Mamliki (Amman, 1980); idem, “Al-‘Ulum al-Diniyah wa-al-Lisaniyah f1 Zill
al-Masjid al-Agsa f1 al-‘Asrayn al-Ayyubi wa-al-Mamluki” in Al-Mu’ tamar al-Dawli, 141-203;
Kamil al-‘Asali, “Al-Madaris wa-Ma‘ahid al-‘Ilm wa-al-‘Ulama’ fi Filastin (al-Qarn al-
Khamis—al-Than1 ‘Ashar lil-Hijrah/al-Qarn al-Had1i ‘Ashar—al-Thamin ‘Ashar lil-Milad,” in
Hadiyah al-Dajjani-Shakil and Burhan al-Dajjani, eds., Al-Sira‘ al-Islami al-Faranji ‘ald Filastin
f1 al-Qurin al-Wustd (Beirut, 1994), 494-529.

“Especially Kamil al-‘Asali, Ma‘ahid al-‘lim fi Bayt al-Magdis (Amman, 1981) and ‘Abd al-Jalil
‘Abd al-Mahdi, Al-Madaris fi Bayt al-Magqdis fi al-‘Asrayn al-Ayyiibi wa-al-Mamliiki: Dawruha fi
al-Harakah al-Fikriyah (Amman, 1981).

> Ahmad al-‘Alami, Al-Madaris al-Mamliikiyah fi al-Quds (Jerusalem, 1999).

**Kamil al-*Asali, Ajdaduna fi Thard Bayt al-Magdis (Amman, 1981).

»Fahmi al-Ansari, Tarajim Ahl Magbarat Mamilla (Jerusalem, 1986); idem, Tarikh Magbarat
Mamilla (Jerusalem, 1987).

**Mahah Ahmad Yahy4, “Al-Maktabat al-Islamiyah fi Bayt al-Maqdis fi al-‘Asr al-Mamlaki”

©2001 by Robert Schick.
o DOI: 10.6082/M12F7KJS. (https:/doi.org/10.6082/M12F7K]S)

DOI of Vol. V: 10.6082/M1SX6B9Q. See https://doi.org/10.6082/TSAJ-NMO08 to download the full volume or
individual articles. This work is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
(CC-BY). See http:/mamluk.uchicago.edu/msr.html for more information about copyright and open access.



168 ROBERT SCHICK, MAMLUK JERUSALEM

Arabic literature during the Crusades has been the subject of two books by ‘Abd
al-Mahd1.™ The biography of Kamal al-Din ibn Abi Sharif at the end of the
Mamluk period has been studied in detail by Aba Saninah.”

PopuLAR ARTICLES

Occasional brief popular articles about Islamic Jerusalem are published in the
Islamic magazines Hadi al-Islam, published by Wizarat al-Awqaf wa-al-Shu’tn
wa-al-Muqaddasat al-Islamiyah bi-‘Amman since 1956; Hudd al-Islam, published
by Idarat al-Awqgaf wa-al-Shu’un wa-al-Muqaddasat al-Islamryah bi-al-Quds since
1982; al-Isra‘, published by Dar al-Fatwd wa-al-Buhith al-Islamiyah f1 al-Quds
wa-al-Diyar al-Filastiniyah since 1996, and Al-Minbar, published by Da’irat al-
Awqaf al-Filastiniyah since 1997. Those articles do not warrant separate mention
here. But one should also be aware of the popular magazine Al-Quds al-Sharif
published between 1984 and 1994. Of particular interest are the many articles that
al-‘Asall published there. Occasional details in those articles are not found in his
other publications.” The publications of the Yawm al-Quds conferences held
annually in Amman, Jordan and at al-Najah National University in Nablus are of
limited interest.

ACCESSIBILITY

While I have attempted to show the range of current Arab scholarship, tracking
down the references I have given is a difficult problem, especially the various
unpublished M.A. and Ph.D. dissertations. The numerous interesting publications
of the Qism Ihya’ al-Turath al-Islami (Department of the Revival of Islamic
Heritage) in Abu Dis,” regrettably are also very poorly distributed. One needs to
be in Jerusalem itself to track the citations down; Fahmi al-Ansari’s library in
East Jerusalem is the place to start.”

(M.A. thesis, Institute of Islamic Archaeology, al-Quds University, 1999).

57Muhammad Salih al-Tasan, “Al-Waza’if al-Diniyah wa-al-Idariyah bi-al-Masjid al-Aqsa f1 ‘Ahd
Dawlat al-Mamalik,” Al-‘Usir 5, no. 2 (1990): 283-310.

*%<Abd al-Jalil ‘Abd al-Mahdi, Bayt al-Magqdis fi Adab al-Hurib al-Salibiyah 492-648 h. (Amman,
1989); idem, Bayt al-Magqdis fi Shi‘r al-Hurib al-Salibiyah 492-648 h. (Amman, 1989).

*Yiisuf ‘Abd al-Wahhab Aba Saninah, Shaykh Mashayikh al-Islam Malik al-‘Ulama’ al-Kamal
Muhammad ibn Abi Sharif (Jerusalem, 1990).

%A complete list can be found in my Sites and Monuments of Islamic Jerusalem.

%'They are the publishers of, for example, the books by Fahmi al-Ansari cited earlier.

I must extend a special word of thanks and appreciation to Fahmi al-Ansari, for his assistance
over the years from December 1994 to January 2000, when I was the Islamic Studies Fellow at the
W. F. Albright Institute of Archaeological Research in Jerusalem.
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