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STEPHAN CONERMANN

UNIVERSITY OF KIEL

Ulrich Haarmann, 1942-1999

When I had to fulfil the sad task of writing this obituary about Ulrich Haarmann, I
recalled the following two scenes: The solemn burial service at the Littenweiler
cemetery in Freiburg was in progress, when suddenly out of nowhere, in the midst
of this very peaceful gathering, the faint utterances of a newborn were heard.
After a while, the escalating little voice of the infant grew louder and louder and
more demanding—it was the sound of a baby crying out to the world. With
disapproving glances, the crowd turned their heads in an attempt to signal the
student, who had brought her child to the funeral, that she should take the disturbance
away. If Ulrich Haarmann had been there to witness this, he would have given a
sympathetic smile, which was so typical of him, and I am sure he would have
asked the mother to come to the front. After all, he had been fascinated, since his
childhood, by creation in its immeasurable variety and by life in all its unfathomable
dimensions; thus, he would have certainly enjoyed this allegorical representation
of life and death on such an occasion.

It was the mixture of self-irony, uprightness, the enchanting ease with which
he made contacts and professional appearances, his cosmopolitan tolerance, and
the ability to unite and compromise without ever losing sight of his own interests
which made people want to befriend Ulrich Haarmann. In addition to this, his
strong sense of duty and profound scholarly dedication, along with his warm
kindness, made him a highly esteemed colleague wherever he went. It is, therefore,
no surprise that first and foremost it was his personality which made him the
perfect candidate for the post of Director of the Zentrum Moderner Orient/Center
for Modern Oriental Studies (ZMO) in Berlin. In spite of his illness, he carried out
his duties as Director of the Center from 1 April 1998 to the end with enthusiasm
and earnestness. In fact, even during the last days of his life, he added corrigenda
and addenda by hand to the Center's current proposal book submitted to the
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft/German Research Association (DFG) in July
1999. Incidentally, he was thrilled about working in Berlin from the very first day.
This was not only because of the fantastic atmosphere at the ZMO but also due to

 Middle East Documentation Center. The University of Chicago.

the twelve months he had spent in Berlin as a fellow at the Wissenschaftskolleg/
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Institute for Advanced Study (1995/96 and February/March 1997)—a time which
he always considered as having been wonderful, important, and very productive.1

It was also within the rooms of the Wissenschaftskolleg where the second
scene I recalled took place: It was a beautiful, sunny day when I visited Ulrich
Haarmann and found him, upon my arrival, amidst a group of other fellows in one
of the residents' rooms at the institute. He was in his element: First, he spoke to a
German colleague on his right about cultural life in Berlin; then he discussed
emphatically in French with someone on his left the financial misery of German
universities before he switched to English to converse with the gentleman opposite
him about the complicated careers and activities of Mamluk descendants before
the Ottoman conquest of Egypt. Somewhat shy, I had stepped into the international
circle without Ulrich Haarmann having noticed. When he took notice of me, he
jumped up enthusiastically and introduced me in perfect Standard Arabic to a
colleague from the Comores. Later that evening, he even tried his (to my reassurance)
somewhat rusty Russian on an acquaintance from Moscow. One could really feel
the ease with which he changed from one idiom to another. Enchanted by the
phenomenon of language, he delighted himself in engaging others in his enthusiasm.

Ulrich Haarmann was born in 1942 in Swabia. After having attended the
Eberhard-Ludwig-Gymnasium in Stuttgart (classics), it was Arabic which he chose
to study at the University of Freiburg. Thereafter, he quickly attained a Fulbright
scholarship at Princeton, from which he graduated with a B.A. in Oriental Studies
on 15 June 1965. In many ways, this early stay abroad in the USA had a strong
influence on the rest of Ulrich Haarmann's life: First, he discovered a love for
Arabic grammatical theories, acquired from his examination work under Rudolf
Mach on Ibn Ba≠basha≠dh's Al-Muqaddimah f| al-Nah˝w; second, he developed an
interest in editing Arabic texts. In a short time, he mastered this philological craft,
which for a long time was one of the most sought-after skills in a German orientalist.
Despite the demands of today's students to deal only with modern topics, he made
a continuous and conscious effort to stress that a solid philological education was
indispensable.

At Princeton, Ulrich Haarmann hardly visited the hectic city of New York
although it was only an hour away by train. He learned to value the exclusivity
and privacy of a campus university, and therefore I believe that the wonderful
location of the ZMO in Berlin fulfilled his expectations of a scientific retreat. The
years at Princeton laid the groundwork for his lifelong and heartfelt relationship
with the USA and Canada. In 1974, he spent four months as visiting professor of

1See his account of this year at the Wissenschaftskolleg: "Joseph und seine Söhne,"
Wissenschaftskolleg –Jahrbuch 1995/96, 65-71.

Islamic History at the University of California in Los Angeles (UCLA). After two
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similar stays at McGill University in Montreal (1976 and 1986), he participated as
a fellow in a research program at the Annenberg Institute for Judaic and Near
Eastern Studies in Philadelphia (January-April 1990). In the meantime, he remained
loyal to Princeton over the years: first, as a research fellow (January-April 1987),
then as a visiting professor (March-June 1992) in the School of Historical Studies
of the Institute for Advanced Studies, where he had the opportunity to further his
scholarly activities.

Free from the bureaucratic burdens of a German professorship, during these
quiet and peaceful months he was able to finish many of his scientific projects. It
should suffice to mention the critical edition of Abu≠ H˛a≠mid al-Quds|'s Duwal
al-Isla≠m; some important articles about the careers of the sons of the Mamluks,
the legal opposition to Mamluk autocracy, and ethnic and racial prejudices in the
medieval Near East; and lastly his pioneering study on life and trade in Ghadames
(Libya) in the nineteenth century.

The starting point for Ulrich Haarmann's intellectual occupation with the
somewhat controversial, unique, and fascinating rule of Turkish slaves over the
native population of Egypt was his decision to leave Princeton and to return to
Freiburg to write his dissertation on Quellenstudien zur frühen Mamlukenzeit. His
supervisor then was Hans Robert Roemer, the leading figure in German Oriental
Studies after 1945.2 Roemer not only supported Ulrich Haarmann's Ph.D., but he
also took great pleasure in witnessing Haarmann's work at the Deutsches
Archäologisches Institut/German Archeological Institute (DAI) in Cairo from
autumn 1969 until May 1971. Upon completing this first stay in Egypt, he was
offered an assistant professorship in Freiburg. Just one year later he would qualify
for his Habilitation in Islamic Studies on the basis of his current writings, in
particular his dissertation and his edition of the Chronik des Ibn ad-Dawa≠da≠r|.
With this, he paved the road for a university career: From 1974 to 1976, he was an
assistant professor; from 1976 to 1978 an unscheduled professor; and from 1979
to 1992 a full professor at the University of Freiburg. At the same time, he
continually worked in different areas and offices within the administrative
organization of his alma mater. His last position before his post in Berlin was a
full professorship in Oriental Philology (Arabic and Islamic Studies) at the Christian-
Albrechts University in Kiel (1992 to 1998).

Considering the often difficult financial situation of today's young academics,
time and again he mentioned how thankful he was for his early job opportunities.
All the more reason for him to want to undertake everything in his power to help

2See Ulrich Haarmann's obituary about his "Doktorvater" (supervisor): "Zum Gedenken: Hans
Robert Roemer (18.2.1915-15.7.1997), Die Welt des Islams 38 (1998): 1-8.

promising younger scholars. Therefore, he also saw his position in Berlin as a
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chance to turn the ZMO into a place for advanced research on the Orient, where
above all, postdocs would be invited as fellows. With regard to the overall conceptual
framework of the ZMO, he always emphasized the importance of partnerships and
cooperation with individuals and institutions, at regional as well as interregional
levels. Haarmann believed the ZMO should act as an (inter)national mediator,
bringing together various entities for the enhancement of Oriental Studies both
within and outside Germany. The West, in his opinion, had neither an intellectual
monopoly on research, nor on the art of mastering the future.

Contact with the Islamic world and its people was always important to Ulrich
Haarmann. He personally knew the Arab countries—with the exception of Iraq
and the Sudan—from long or short private trips, international congresses, and
several research and teaching programs. For instance, in Cairo he was not only
employed by the DAI, but also acted as a visiting professor at the American
University in Cairo/Center for Arabic Studies (Spring 1971), as well as a lecturer
at the University of Cairo (Spring 1977). The time he worked during the Lebanese
civil war as Director of the Orient Institute of the Deutsche Morgenländische
Gesellschaft/German Oriental Society (DMG) in Beirut (1978-1980) was an
especially important experience for him. This task was particularly difficult for
him personally, since his wife, his six-month-old daughter and his almost three-
year-old son had to remain in Germany. The fact that he nevertheless completed
this duty, with courage, was honored by the award of a Golden Medal for Education
and Science by the Lebanese President on 15 November 1980. Finally, he kept in
close contact with Kuwait ever since his discovery of the earliest naming of this
state from the travel logs of Murtad˝á ibn ‘Al| ibn ‘Alwa≠n.

Because of Ulrich Haarmann's high reputation among his colleagues, many
honorable tasks and duties were offered to him. From about 1976 to 1992, he was
principal lecturer ("Vertrauensdozent") at the Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes,
and from 1981 to 1991 he was a member of the advisory body of the Institute for
Oriental Studies at the DMG. From the winter term 1990/91 he worked as an
expert on the Entrance Exam Committee of Princeton University (Alumni School
Committee), and in 1995 the role of publishing the highly reputed Bibliotheca
Islamica was assigned to him.3 In addition to this, the DAI asked him to oversee
the publication of Quellen zur Geschichte des Islamische Ägyptens, and in 1992
he acted as co-editor of Brill's series Islamic History and Civilization. In 1994, the
Academia Europaea nominated him as a member and one year later he was
admitted into the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Science.

For a long time, Ulrich Haarmann's wide-ranging interests focused on the

3In Spring 1999 he handed over this task to Prof. Dr. Tilman Seidensticker (Jena, Germany).

various facets of Mamluk society. He, who was also talented at writing substantial
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and well considered reviews, did a lot of thorough research in this field. In
addition to the above-mentioned titles, his scholarly contributions on medieval
Muslim perceptions of Pharaonic Egypt deserve to be highlighted: He introduced
and critically edited the Pyramidenbuch des Abu≠ ƒa‘far al-Idr|s| (st. 649/1251),
and no student should miss the opportunity to read his well-written articles on this
subject. Besides the difficult subjects of the interdependencies of the Arabic language
and Muslim jurisprudence, and socio-political questions on the history of Muslim
Central Asia—I will mention only his articles about Faz˝l Alla≠h ibn Ru≠zbiha≠n
Khunj| (860-925/1456-1519), and on Transoxania in the sixteenth century—Ulrich
Haarmann was generally interested in the social, cultural, and intellectual history
of the medieval Near East as a whole.

One of Ulrich Haarmann's lasting merits was editing the Geschichte der
arabischen Welt. This work—already in its third edition—has become a classic
not only among German students, but also among specialists. Through this inspiring
and exemplary teamwork by German orientalists, many students are now able to
acquire a very high level of understanding and deep insight into the confusing
variety of the political and social systems in the different Arab regions.

Ulrich Haarmann had never been just a resident of the ivory tower. It was for
him a basic necessity on suitable occasions—be it during lessons or public
appearances, in conversation with amateurs of both religions, in discussion groups
or lectures on specific topics—to emphasize the common roots of the Muslim and
Christian world views. In his opinion, mutual acceptance and tolerance—with all
of the necessary remaining unfamiliarities—were the keywords to opening the
way to a multi-cultural society. In this regard, Berlin as a metropolis also seemed
to him to be opening up to new perspectives.

After becoming Director of the ZMO, he started looking for new scholarly
fields. With his typical curiosity, he quickly found his way into theoretical
discussions within the humanities and social sciences. As time went on, he considered
these new methodological approaches as being the core of all multi- and
interdisciplinary projects. On these grounds, he believed that the identity-producing
effect of historiography and the international "contact areas" of the Islamic world
during the modern age (the Sahara, Central Asia, the Indian Ocean) would be
interesting subjects for future projects. These undertakings were prevented, however,
like so many other plans, by his sudden death. There were a lot of good things still
to be expected from Ulrich Haarmann; instead there remains an impressive, but
somehow brutally interrupted life. The contemporary German community of
orientalists has lost a wonderful person and a very erudite scholar.
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ULRICH HAARMANN'S SCHOLARLY WORKS

1965
"Ibn Ba≠basha≠dh's al-Muqaddima f| l-nah˝w: An Arabic Grammatical Treatise of

the 11th Century A.D. Edition, Translation, Annotation." B.A. thesis, Princeton
University, Department of Oriental Studies, 1965.

1969
Quellenstudien zur frühen Mamlukenzeit. Islamkundliche Untersuchungen 1.

Freiburg im Breisgau: D. Robischon, 1969. (2d. ed., Freiburg im Breisgau: K.
Schwarz, 1970).

1971
"Auflösung und Bewahrung der klassischen Formen arabischer

Geschichtsschreibung in der Zeit der Mamluken." Zeitschrift der Deutschen
Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 121 (1971): 46-60.

Die Chronik des Ibn ad-Dawa≠da≠r|. Achter Band: Der Bericht über die frühen
Mamluken. Quellen zur Geschichte des Islamischen Ägyptens 1h. Cairo and
Freiburg: Deutsches Archäologisches Institut Kairo, 1971.

1972
"Die Beschreibung der Moschee des Sultans Fara© b. Barqu≠q: Auszüge aus der

Stiftungsurkunde des Sultans Fara©." In Moschee des Fara© ibn Barqu≠q in
Kairo, mit einem Beitrag von Ulrich Haarmann, by Saleh Lamei Mostafa,
44-56. Abhandlungen des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts Kairo.
Islamische Reihe 3. Glückstadt: Verlag J. J. Augustin, 1972.

Review of An Introduction to Mamlu≠k Historiography: An Analysis of Arabic
Annalistic and Biographical Sources for the Reign of al-Malik al-Na≠s˝ir
Muh˝ammad ibn Qala≠’u≠n, by Donald P. Little. Zeitschrift der Deutschen
Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 122 (1972): 356-59.

Review of Ya≠dna≠ma-yi Lra≠n|-yi Minorskiy, by M. M|nuw| and I. Afsha≠r. Zeitschrift
der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 122 (1972): 394-99.

1974
"Alţun a≠n und ¤ingiz a≠n bei den ägyptischen Mamluken." Der Islam 51 (1974):

1-36.
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"L'édition de la chronique mamelouke syrienne de ‹hams ad-D|n Muh˝ammad
al-ƒazar|." Bulletin d'études orientales 27 (1974): 195-203.

"Die islamische Moderne bei den deutschen Orientalisten." Zeitschrift für
Kulturaustausch 24, no. 2 (1974): 5-18.
Reprinted in Araber und Deutsch:. Begegnungen in einem Jahrtausend, edited
by Friedrich H. Kochwasser and Hans Robert Roemer, 56-91. Tübingen: H.
Erdmann, 1974.
Arabic version in Alma≠nya≠ wa-al-‘A±lam al-‘Arab: Dira≠sa≠t Tatana≠wal al-S˛ila≠t
al-Thaqa≠f|yah wa-al-‘Ilm|yah wa-al-Fann|yah bayn al-Alma≠n wa-al-‘Arab
mundhu Aqdam al-‘Us˝u≠r ilá Ayya≠mina≠ Ha≠dhih, edited by Mus˝t¸afá Ma≠hir et
al., 69-114. Beirut: 1974.
Shortened Arabic version in al-Majmu≠‘ah al-Istishra≠q|yah f| Maktabat al-
Ja≠mi‘ah al-Urdun|yah, 4-28. Amman: 1980.

"Kreuzzüge." Lexikon der islamischen Welt, edited by Klaus Kreiser, Werner
Diem, and Hans Georg Majer, vol. 2, 110-12. Stuttgart, Berlin, Cologne, and
Mainz: Kohlhammer, 1974.

"Mamluken." Lexikon der islamischen Welt, edited by Klaus Kreiser, Werner
Diem, and Hans Georg Majer, vol. 2, 148-50. Stuttgart, Berlin, Cologne, and
Mainz: Kohlhammer, 1974.

"Religiöses Recht und Grammatik im klassischen Islam." XVIII. Deutscher
Orientalistentag vom 1. bis 5. Oktober 1972 in Lübeck: Vorträge, edited by
Wolfgang Voigt, 149-69. Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1974. (Supplement
II of Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft).

Review of Ägypten und Syrien zwischen 1317 und 1341 in der Chronik des
Mufad˝d˝al b. Ab| 'l-Fad˝a≠’il, by Samira Kortantamer. Der Islam 51 (1974):
319-20.

"Staat und Religion in Transoxanien im frühen 16. Jahrhundert." Zeitschrift der
Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 124 (1974): 332-69.

1975
"Die Pflichten des Muslims: Dogma und geschichtliche Wirklichkeit." Saeculum:

Jahrbuch für Universalgeschichte 26, no. 1 (1975): 95-110.
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Review of Cambridge History of Islam. Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen
Gesellschaft 125 (1975): 387-89.

Review of History of Persia under Qa≠ja≠r Rule: Translated from the Persian of
H˛asan-e Fasa≠’|'s Fa≠rsna≠me-ye Na≠s˝er|, translated by H. Busse. Der Islam 52
(1975): 184-86

Review of ‘Imâd ad-Dîn al-Is˝fahânîy: Conquête de la Syrie et de la Palestine,
translated by H. Massé. Der Islam 52 (1975): 153-55.

"Turkish Legends in the Popular Historiography of Medieval Egypt." Proceedings
of the VIth Congress of Arabic and Islamic Studies, 13-19 August 1972, Visby
and Stockholm, edited by Frithiof Rundgren, 97-107. Kungl. Vitterhets Historie
och Antikvitets Akademiens, Filologisk-filosofiska serien 15. Stockholm:
Almqvist and Wiksell International/Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1975.

1976
"Evliya≠ ¤eleb|s Bericht über die Altertümer von Gize." Turcica 8, no. 1 (1976):

157-230.

1977
"Das islamische und christliche Ägypten." In Ländermonographie Ägypten, edited

by Heinz Schamp, 119-69. Tübingen: Horst Erdmann, 1977.

Review of Jala≠l al-D|n al-Suyu≠t¸|, by E. M. Sartain. Journal of Semitic Studies 22,
no. 2 (1977): 241-43.

1978
"Abu≠ Dharr: Muh˝ammad's Revolutionary Companion." Muslim World 68 (1978):

285-89.

"Ein früher Bericht über Kuwait." Der Islam 55, no. 2 (1978): 340-44.

"Islamic Duties in History." Muslim World 68 (1978): 1-24.

"Khal|l, al-Malik al-Ashraf S˛ala≠h˝ al-D|n." The Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2d ed.,
vol. 4, 964-65. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1978. French ed.: 996-98.
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Review of The Aqqoyunlu: Clan, Confederation, Empire: A Study in 15th/9th
Century Turko-Iranian Politics, by J. E. Woods. Zeitschrift der Deutschen
Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 128 (1978): 417.

Review of Edirne im 17. Jahrhundert nach Evliya≠ ¤eleb|: Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte
der osmanischen Stadt, by K. Kreiser. Der Islam 55 (1978): 163-64.

Review of The Reign of al-H˛a≠kim bi-Amr Alla≠h (386/996-411/1021): A Political
Study, by S. A. Assad. Muslim World 68 (1978): 67-68.

"Die 'Personlichkeit Ägyptens': Das moderne Ägypten auf der Suche nach seiner
kulturellen Identität." Zeitschrift für Missionswissenschaft und
Religionswissenschaft 62 (1978): 101-22.

"Die Sphinx: Synkretistische Volksreligiosität im spätmittelalterlichen islamischen
Ägypten." Saeculum: Jahrbuch für Universalgeschichte 29 (1978): 367-84.

1979
"Abu≠ al-Hawl f| al-Mu‘taqada≠t al-Sha‘b|yah khila≠l al-‘Us˝u≠r al-Wust¸á al-

Muta’akhkhirah." Ta≠r|kh al-‘Arab wa-al-‘A±lam 1, no. 11 (1979): 48-57.

Die islamische Welt zwischen Mittelalter und Neuzeit: Festschrift für Hans Robert
Roemer zum 65. Geburtstag (editor with Peter Bachmann). Beiruter Texte und
Studien 22. Beirut and Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner, 1979.

"Khuma≠rawayh b. Ah˝mad b. T˛u≠lu≠n." The Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2d ed., vol. 5,
49-50. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1979. French ed.: 50-52.

"Khundj|, Fad˝lalla≠h b. Ru≠zbiha≠n." The Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2d ed., vol. 5,
53-55. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1979. French ed.: 55-57.

"Murtad˝a≠ b. ‘Al| b. ‘Alawa≠n's Journey through Arabia in 1121/1709." In Sources
for the History of Arabia/Mas̋a≠dir Ta≠r|kh al-Jaz|rah al-‘Arab|yah: Proceedings
of the First International Symposium on Studies in the History of Arabia,
23rd-28th of April, 1977, sponsored by the Department of History, Faculty of
Arts, University of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, edited by Abdelgadir Mahmoud
Abdalla (et al.), pt. 2, 247-51. Studies in the History of Arabia/Dira≠sa≠t Ta≠r|kh
al-Jaz|rah al-‘Arab|yah 1. Riyadh: Riyadh University Press, 1979.
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"Die Leiden des Qa≠d˝| Ibn as˝-S˛a≠ig≥: Ein Beitrag zur Sozialgeschichte der Stadt
Damaskus im 13. Jahrhundert." In Studien zur Geschichte und Kultur des
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Welt, edited by Ulrich Haarmann, 217-63, 606-12, 640-47. Munich: C. H.
Beck, 1987.
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1517, by Peter M. Holt. Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies
51 (1988): 327-328.

"'Was ist schwerer zu ertragen: Tyrannische Herrschaft oder die Überheblichkeit
der Berufskollegen?' Ein Gelehrtenschicksal im spätmittelalterlichen Kairo."
In Der Aquädukt 1763-1988, edited by E. P. Wieckenberg, 207-16. Munich:
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